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An important part of any society is the preservation of historical spaces, buildings and artifacts. Some of Kuwait’s most inter-
esting historical artificats are newspapers, books, other printed materials and old bank notes. Here is displayed a half dinar 
note from the late 1960s. — Photo by KUNA 

PHOTO OF THE DAY

By Sahar Moussa
sahar@kuwaittimes.net

JUST KIDDIN’, SERIOUSLY

In the aftermath, 
mountains of debt remain

Many residents who left Kuwait during the pan-
demic were stranded abroad due to the airport’s 
closure. The reopening of the airport on August 1 

to foreign residents felt like the start of a new chapter, an 
answer to their prayers. But thousands returned to piled up 
debts, overdue rents and mounting financial woes.  

Kuwait lost nearly 200,000 foreign residents since the 
pandemic started. Many now are returning but are facing a 
challenging future. Some were laid off from their jobs or 
lost their businesses and were unable to repay their debts. 
The financial difficulties also hit Kuwaiti entrepreneurs as 
well— leading many to close their businesses for good.  

Kuwait, just as any other country in the world, is gradu-
ally returning to so-called “normal life”. People are cele-
brating the reopening of entertainment centers and halls, 
children’s play areas, restaurants, cinemas, schools, nurs-
eries and the most important place — the airport. 
Resuming direct flights with India, Egypt and other coun-
tries was the biggest relief for many residents stranded 
abroad for months, away from their families and jobs. But 
will the situation be normal for these people who are com-
ing back to face bank loans, accumulated back rent and the 
possibility of losing their jobs?  

While stranded abroad, some residents were obliged to 
work remotely for their companies in Kuwait unpaid. The 
companies did not give or send them their salaries — and 
fearful of losing their jobs and hoping to retain them, they 
bitterly acquiesced. I know many companies were not 
able to recoup their losses and had to close their busi-
nesses. However, some companies also took advantage of 
the situation.  

The government did announce a slew of measures with 
the aim of boosting the economy in the wake of COVID-19. 
Kuwait Banking Association announced a moratorium of up 
to six months on repayment of bank loans, including waiver 
of interest and charges for retail clients (citizens and resi-
dents) and SMEs (small-to-medium enterprises).They then 
extended this grace period for another six months, albeit 
for Kuwaitis only. 

This was very helpful for citizens and residents—Kuwait 
should be thanked and appreciated for this thoughtful ini-
tiative. Still, thousands of people lost their jobs, had their 
salaries cut or were forced to work remotely without being 
paid. Meanwhile landlords and banks are filing lawsuits 
against residents who couldn’t send money to pay their rent 
or loans while stranded abroad, and they have been black-
listed. This is a similar story for Kuwaitis who lost their 
businesses and now face mountains of debt.  

Maybe we are at the end of this pandemic and back to 
normalcy, but the financial situation for thousands if not 
tens of thousands of people in Kuwait is a black hole that 
will take years to fill.  

We should stand side by side with those who are suffer-
ing. It is our duty as human beings to help those in need, to 
feel that we are all part of a community. We should help 
each other during this global crisis that managed to impact 
each and every one of us economically, physically and psy-
chologically, or else we will all sink.  

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Prime Minister 
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said yesterday 
that “Kuwait is a few steps away from 
returning to normal life, which mean 
we increase vaccination rates and 
abide by health safety precautions.” In 
a statement to the press on the side-
lines of his visit to the new Farwaniya 
Hospital project, His Highness the 

Prime Minister said, “we have a very 
low numbers of infections, and vacci-
nation rates have reached 70 percent, 
which is very good according to inter-
national statistics.” 

“We must renew our gratitude and 
appreciation to the Kuwaiti medical 
team that faced the pandemic and 
reward them not only financially but 
with recognit ion of  their  ef forts 

also,” he said. “There should be doc-
umentation for this historical work, 
sacrifice of the medical staff, and the 
martyrs that we had lost during the 
pandemic, and this the responsibility 
of Minister of Health Dr Basel Al-
Sabah and Minister of Information 
and Minister  of  State for  Youth 
Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi,” he 
added. —  KUNA

Kuwait ‘few steps away from normal life’, says premier

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (second right) and health ministry 
officials are seen during a tour of the new Farwaniya Hospital project. — KUNA


