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Man Utd learn Ronaldo’s goals alone 
won’t suffice in Champions League

BERN: Manchester United's Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo (L) and Young Boys' Guinean defender Mohamed Ali Camara (R) fight for the ball during the UEFA Champions League Group F football match 
between Young Boys and Manchester United at Wankdorf stadium in Bern, on Tuesday. — AFP

United dealt seventh loss in 11 CL matches under Solskjaer

BERN: Cristiano Ronaldo has wasted no time in 
showing how valuable he will be to Manchester 
United but Tuesday’s shock Champions League 
defeat at the hands of Young Boys in Bern was a 
reminder that the Old Trafford side have not been a 
major player at this level for a long time. 

Ronaldo got his third goal in two matches since 
returning to United as the visitors took an early lead 
at the Wankdorf Stadium, but Aaron Wan-Bissaka’s 
sending-off shortly before the interval was what 
swung the Group F opener. 

Young Boys, the Swiss champions whose most 
notable performance in the European Cup remains 
their run to the semi-finals back in 1959, made the 
most of their extra man as Cameroon’s Nicolas 
Moumi Ngamaleu got a 66th-minute equalizer. USA 
forward Jordan Siebatcheu then won it deep in 
injury time after latching onto Jesse Lingard’s mis-
judged back-pass. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s team are now already on 
the back foot, with Young Boys theoretically the 
weakest side in a section also featuring Atalanta and 
Villarreal, who beat United in last season’s Europa 
League final. “You need 10, maybe 12 points. You 

need to win your home games and maybe one away. 
We have lost an opportunity to get three points, but 
we have two home games next,” Solskjaer said. Last 
season United won their first two matches in a diffi-
cult group against Paris Saint-Germain and RB 
Leipzig, but still ended up 
finishing third. 

Indeed, it is a decade 
since the Old Trafford club 
were a genuine force in 
the Champions League, 
something they are des-
perate to put right this 
season. Since losing to 
Barcelona in the 2011 final, 
United have won two 
knockout ties in the com-
petition, one against Olympiakos and an infamous 
victory against PSG in the early days of Solskjaer’s 
reign. A club that remains the fourth richest in the 
world according to Deloitte’s most recent Football 
Money League continues to live on past glories that 
won them three European Cups. 

There has been no Premier League title since 

2013 but signing Ronaldo is supposed to get them 
back to the top and the Portuguese veteran 
returned to Old Trafford in the belief that United are 
a better bet than Juventus if he is to win a sixth 
Champions League medal. 

 
More records 

This was the 36-year-
old’s first Champions 
League appearance in a 
United shirt since the 
2009 final defeat against 
Barcelona in Rome. It was 
another record-setting 
occasion as he made his 
177th appearance in the 
competition, equaling the 

all-time mark set by Iker Casillas. His goal that put 
the visitors in front in the 13th minute was his 135th 
in the Champions League, edging him 15 ahead of 
old rival Lionel Messi at the top of the all-time scor-
ers’ charts. 

There were fans dotted all around the ground in 
Bern — where West Germany beat Ferenc Puskas’s 

Hungary in the 1954 World Cup final — in red 
United shirts with Ronaldo’s name and number sev-
en on the back. They saw him score and he also 
thought he could have had a penalty early in the 
second half when he went down under pressure 
from Mohamed Ali Camara. Nothing was given, and 
Ronaldo went off along with Bruno Fernandes in the 
72nd minute, with Nemanja Matic and Jesse 
Lingard replacing the Portuguese pair. 

“The game had gone 70-odd minutes, they had 
been running a lot, both Saturday and today. The 
astroturf takes its toll as well, and we wanted 
Nemanja’s experience on the ball, and Jesse’s legs,” 
said Solskjaer, who offered a glowing appraisal of 
his striker. “You can never be surprised by the man. 
He scored another goal, and he should have had a 
penalty. He’s exceptional but we have to look after 
him as well and it felt like the right moment to take 
him off.” 

It was maybe, in hindsight, a mistake. Solskjaer 
must hope this defeat turns out to be a mere blip 
but his record is not encouraging — United have 
now lost seven of their 11 Champions League 
matches under the Norwegian. —AFP

We have two 
home games next

BARCELONA: Bayern Munich gave 
Barcelona a brutal demonstration of how 
far their opponents have fallen by strolling 
to a 3-0 win in the Champions League on 
Tuesday, with Robert Lewandowski scoring 
twice in a rout at Camp Nou. 

Without Lionel Messi for a first 
European campaign since 2003, Barca 
were outplayed by Bayern, who might have 
scored more but in the end settled for three 
thanks to Thomas Mueller’s deflected open-
er and Lewandowski’s double. 

When Lewandowski made it two before 
the hour, the possibility of another humilia-
tion in the mold of last year’s 8-2 defeat by 
the same opponents in Lisbon felt very real. 
Instead, Bayern delivered perhaps an even 
louder message about the gulf in class by 
easing off in the latter stages, as Barca’s 
fans expressed their anger, dismay and 
finally a sense of resignation. “It is what it 
is,” said Gerard Pique. “We are what we 
are, that’s the reality.” 

“We could have been better,” said 
Bayern coach Julian Nagelsmann. Barcelona 
failed to muster a single shot on target, 

made fewer passes - once almost unheard 
of at Camp Nou - and have now conceded 
10 goals in their last three European homes. 

Sergi Roberto was on the end of the 
loudest whistles from the home support-
ers and it was impossible not to wonder if 
the criticism came in part from disap-
pointment at his lack of progress down 
the right flank, where Messi once created 
so much. “They (the whistles) hurt me a lot 
because I know him, he’s a spectacular 
person,” said Pique. “And people need to 
remember he’s not a winger.” 

Ronald Koeman’s own position has come 
under scrutiny in recent weeks and his 5-3-
2 formation, that defies Barcelona’s attack-
ing traditions, will not have strengthened his 
hand. Yet the bottom line here was the lack 
of quality in the Barcelona line-up - coming 
after their turbulent summer of sales - 
which was inferior to Bayern’s in every 
department. “We obviously wanted to com-
pete better but it’s what we have,” said 
Koeman. “I can’t fault the effort of the play-
ers.” Mueller has seven goals in six appear-
ances now against the Catalans while 

Lewandowski has scored in 18 consecutive 
matches. Nagelsmann’s strong start in 
charge continues with a sixth consecutive 
victory - but Bayern will face tougher 
Champions League opposition than this, 
perhaps even in Group E, where Benfica 
and Dynamo Kiev began with a draw. 

In true underdog fashion, Barca flew into 
Bayern early on, eager to impress them-
selves physically on an opponent they per-
haps knew would be technically superior. 
The crowd were in on it too, cheering as 
Luuk de Jong outmuscled Alphonso Davies 
and Sergi Roberto held off Dayot 
Upamecano. 

There was then a hint of a chance when 
Memphis Depay slid De Jong but he lacked 
the speed to capitalize and Benjamin Pavard 
cleared. The early enthusiasm could only 
sustain Barcelona so long and as the game 
settled, gradually Bayern took control. 

Leroy Sane volleyed at Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen. Gerard Pique had to make a last-
ditch challenge to stop Mueller. But 
Bayern’s authority was set, even if their 
opening goal owed a lot to fortune, Mueller 
unleashing from 30 yards and the ball 
diverting off the back of Eric Garcia, 
wrongfooting Ter Stegen and creeping 
inside the post. 

Barca wilted before half-time, the 
atmosphere turning sour as passes went 

astray and attacks broke down. A renewed 
push after half-time saw Sergio Busquets 
drive wide but Bayern came again. Sane hit 
the right foot of Ter Stegen from eight 
yards and then Lewandowski made it two, 
studding the ball into an open goal after the 
Barca keeper committed to Jamal Musiala’s 
shot that cannoned off the post. 

Under threat of another thrashing, 

Koeman took off Sergi Roberto and 
Busquets, to a chorus of whistles from the 
home fans. The 18-year-old Yusuf Demir 
and a 17-year-old Gavi came on. Yet Bayern 
spared Barca a humiliation, waltzing 
through for one more late on as 
Lewandowski danced through a sprawl of 
bodies and fired with five minutes left. For 
Barca, three felt like a relief. — AFP 

Lewandowski at the double as 
Bayern outplay Barca again

BARCELONA: Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski (right) cele-
brates his goal with Bayern Munich’s German forward Thomas Mueller (left) during 
the UEFA Champions League first round group E football match between Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Tuesday. — AFP


