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News in brief

Spectators to return for IPL 

DUBAI: The Indian Premier League will have cricket
fans back at the venues when the  Twenty20 extrava-
ganza resumes in the United Arab Emirates, organizers
said yesterday. Five-time champions Mumbai Indians
will clash with Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s Chennai Super
Kings in Dubai on Sunday, four months after the
world’s richest T20 league was halted midway by the
coronavirus pandemic in India. “This match will be a
momentous occasion as IPL will welcome the fans back
to the stadiums after a brief hiatus owing to COVID-19
situation,” said an IPL statement. The tickets for the
remainder of the tournament, which will conclude with
the final on October 15, will be available from today.
The IPL was shifted out last year to the UAE where it
was held behind closed doors and fans stayed away in
the first leg of this edition held in India. —AFP 

Pele leaves ICU; tumor removed

SAO PAULO: Brazilian football legend Pele left the
intensive care unit of a Sao Paulo hospital on Tuesday
after undergoing surgery for a suspected colon tumor.
“The patient Edson Arantes do Nascimento is in good
clinical condition and has left the intensive therapy
unit. He will be recovering in a room,” the Albert
Einstein Hospital said in its latest medical bulletin. “I
continue every day happier, with a lot of disposition to
play 90 minutes, plus extra time. We will be together
soon!” Pele wrote on Instagram, thanking fans for
“thousands of loving messages”. On Monday night one
of his daughters, Kely Nascimento, gave an update on
her father’s health on social media, accompanied by a
close-up photo of the smiling 80-year-old football
mega-star. —AFP  

WADA to review banned status

LOS ANGELES: The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) said Tuesday it will review the status of
cannabis on its banned substances list in the wake of
the positive test that saw US sprinter Sha’Carri
Richardson suspended from the Olympics. Following a
meeting of WADA’s executive committee in Istanbul,
the global anti-doping watchdog said a scientific
review of cannabis would be conducted next year —
although the drug would remain banned in 2022.
“Following receipt of requests from a number of stake-
holders, the (executive committee) endorsed the deci-
sion of the List Expert Advisory Group to initiate in
2022 a scientific review of the status of cannabis,”
WADA said in a statement. “Cannabis is currently pro-
hibited in competition and will continue to be in 2022.”
US sprint star Richardson was expected to be one of
the faces of the Tokyo Games last month after a series
of blistering 100m displays earlier in the season. —AFP 

Dodgers secure playoff spot

LOS ANGELES: The red-hot Los Angeles Dodgers
won their fifth-straight game on Tuesday night to clinch
a playoff spot for the ninth consecutive season by dou-
bling the Arizona Diamondbacks 8-4 at Dodger
Stadium. Max Muncy, Trea Turner and Will Smith all
homered for the defending champion Dodgers who
clinched one day after their California rivals the San
Francisco Giants became the first Major League
Baseball club to punch their ticket to the 2021 postsea-
son. Tony Gonsolin pitched five shutout innings in his
second start off the injury list for the second-place
Dodgers. The Dodgers are now 2 1/2 games back of the
Giants in the NL West Division. The Diamondbacks lost
for the 13th time in 16 games as Ketel Marte had three
hits including a three-run home run. —AFP 

Braun announces retirement

LOS ANGELES: Former National League MVP Ryan
Braun, who holds the Milwaukee Brewers’ all-time
record for home runs with 352, announced his retire-
ment from Major League Baseball on Tuesday. The six-
time all-star played his entire 14-year career in
Milwaukee, earning the NL rookie of the year award in
2007 and capturing the MVP honors in 2011. “I have
weighed this decision for many months,” the 37-year-
old Braun said. “While I still love this game very much,
the time is right for me to retire. “I am so fortunate to
have enjoyed a 14-year career wearing the jersey of
one team, and even more grateful that team is the
Milwaukee Brewers.” Braun was one of the biggest
names to get caught up in MLB’s Biogenesis drugs
scandal and was suspended halfway through the 2013
season for doping. He admitted to taking banned sub-
stances and eventually apologized, but added he did it
to rehab an injury. —AFP 

NFL’s Monday Night contest 

LOS ANGELES: Monday’s thrilling overtime clash
between the Las Vegas Raiders and the Baltimore
Ravens ended up having the highest TV ratings for a
Monday Night Football opening week game in eight
years. The marathon contest, won by the Raiders 33-27,
capped the league’s kickoff weekend which also
recorded the second-highest TV ratings for week one
in the past five seasons. The Raiders win averaged a
total of 15.3 million people on ESPN, ESPN2 and ABC,
making it the most watched since 2013 when
Washington and Philadelphia averaged 16.5 million.
The 16 weekend games averaged 17.4 million viewers
on television and digital services, a seven percent
increase over last season’s 16.3 million average. The
most-watched game of the week was last Thursday’s
31-29 victory by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers over the
Dallas Cowboys. It averaged 26.4 million viewers on
NBC and digital, making it the most-watched first
game of the season since 2015. —AFP

SEOUL: Three-time winners Pohang Steelers
edged into the AFC Champions League quarter-
finals yesterday and fellow Koreans Jeonbuk
Motors needed to keep their nerve in a penalty
shoot-out to stave off a shock exit to Thai last-16
debutants Pathum BG. Lee Seung-mo’s 25th-
minute goal gave Pohang a hard-fought 1-0 win as
they clung on for victory with home side Cerezo
Osaka laying siege to their goal in the closing
stages at Nagai Stadium in Japan. Two-time win-
ners Jeonbuk Motors needed extra time and
penalties to prevent a major embarrassment at
Jeonju’s World Cup Stadium after Pathum’s late
equalizer.

Jeonbuk, joint top scorers in the group phase
with 22 goals, dominated possession but almost
paid the price for failing to extend their 1-0 half-
time lead, courtesy of Brazilian striker Gustavo’s
injury-time strike, his eighth in the competition.
Thai champions Pathum soaked up the home side’s
pressure and struck back on the counter-attack
when Teerasil Dangda headed home from Chaowat
Veerachat’s pinpoint cross in the 76th minute.

Four minutes later Chitchanok Xaysensourinthone
squandered a chance to put the Thai minnows in the
lead, as he shot straight at goalkeeper Song Beom-
Keun when clear in the centre of the penalty area.
Song was the hero again in the shootout, saving
twice as Jeonbuk prevailed 4-2 on penalties after the
tie finished 1-1 at the end of extra time. The Jeonbuk
goalkeeper denied Sarach Yooyen and Chitchanok,
again, sparing the K-League side’s blushes after the
visitors had threatened to pull off a seismic upset.

Jeonbuk, Asian champions in 2006 and 2016,
will make their ninth appearance when the quar-
ter-finals take place next month. Pohang and
Jeonbuk join fellow South Koreans Ulsan FC and
Japan’s Nagoya Grampus in the draw for the east
zone quarter-finals. West zone clubs through to
the last eight are Al Wahda of the UAE, Iran’s
Persepolis and Saudi pair Al Nassr and Al Hilal.
The quarter-finals and semi-finals, to be played
over one leg each this year because of coron-
avirus travel difficulties, will take place at central-
ized venues on October 16-17 and 19-20 respec-
tively. —AFP

Afghan girls’ 
football team 
flee to Pakistan
LAHORE: Members of Afghanistan’s
national girls’ football team have fled
across the border into Pakistan, offi-
cials said yesterday, a month after the
hardline Taleban swept back into
power. The group of junior players
and their coaches and families had
tried to escape the country last
month but a devastating bomb attack
at Kabul airport left them stranded,
someone close to the team told AFP.
“I received a request for their rescue
from another England-based NGO,
so I wrote to Prime Minister Imran
Khan who issued clearance for them
to land in Pakistan,” said Sardar
Naveed Haider, an ambassador for
global development NGO Football for
Peace, based in London.

More than 75 people crossed the
northern border on Tuesday, before
travelling south to the city of Lahore

where they were greeted with flower
garlands. About 30 more are still hop-
ing to cross into Pakistan. They will
stay in Pakistan for a month before
moving on to another country. The
girls, who played for the under-14,
under-16 and under-18 teams, crossed
the land border dressed in burqas,
Haider said, before they later changed
into headscarves.

The Taleban banned women from
playing all sport during their first rule
in the 1990s and have indicated
women and girls will face restrictions
in playing sport this time around. A
senior Taleban official has told
Australian media it is “not necessary”
for women to play. But on Tuesday,
Bashir Ahmad Rustamzai,
Afghanistan’s new director general for
sports, said top-level Taleban leaders
were still deciding. Pakistan’s federal
minister for information Fawad
Chaudhry welcomed the women play-
ers in a tweet yesterday morning.

“We welcome Afghanistan Women
football team they arrived at Torkham
Border from Afghanistan. The players
were in possession of valid
Afghanistan Passport, Pakistan visa,”

Chaudhry tweeted. Pakistan’s prime
minister is a former international crick-
eting star and sports hero among
Pakistanis. Tens of thousands of
Afghan nationals have fled their coun-
try since the Taleban seized power,

fearing reprisal attacks or repression.
At least 75 members of the Afghan
women’s national football team and
their family members were evacuated
to Australia last month, with more
expected to follow. —AFP

LAHORE: Members of Afghanistan’s national girls football team arrive at the
Pakistan Football Federation (PFF) in Lahore yesterday, a month after the hardline
Taleban swept back into power officials said. —AFP

OSAKA: Cerezo Osaka’s Takashi Inui (right) competes for
the ball during the AFC Champions League football match
between Japan’s Cerezo Osaka and South Korea’s Pohang
Steelers at Yodoko Sakura Stadium yesterday. —AFP

Pakistan take fresh 
guard for first home 
NZ series in 18 years
RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s new backroom team are
seeking an immediate impact when their one-day
international team face a largely second-string New
Zealand (NZ) in a home series for the first time since
2003 this week. International cricket in Pakistan was
suspended in the aftermath of terror attacks on the
Sri Lanka side in 2009 and heavy security surrounds
the f irst  of three one-day internationals in
Rawalpindi on Friday.

Former captain Ramiz Raja has vowed to transform
the sixth-ranked ODI team after being appointed
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board on Monday
after a shake-up in the team’s backroom staff. His ele-
vation came just a week after head coach Misbah-ul-
Haq and bowling coach Waqar Younis stepped down
for personal reasons. Former off-spinner Saqlain
Mushtaq replaced Misbah while former all-rounder
Abdul Razzaq was appointed his assistant.

Raja also announced that Australian great Matthew
Hayden and South African Vernon Philander have
been recruited as batting and bowling coaching con-
sultants ahead of the Twenty20 World Cup next
month. Top-ranked New Zealand are without many of
their top players-who are instead heading to the UAE

for the Indian Premier League-including captain and
leading batsman Kane Williamson, and pace bowling
trio Trent Boult, Tim Southee and Kyle Jamieson.

But Pakistan skipper Babar Azam is not taking his
opponents lightly, despite the raft of missing star
names. “It would have been nicer had their best team
come,” said Babar, who scored a brilliant hundred in
the last ODI between the two teams in the 2019 World
Cup at Edgbaston. “But whatever the composition of
their team we will play to our best and win the series.”
New Zealand have won 12 of their last 15 ODIs
against Pakistan, but their inexperienced side has just
suffered a 3-2 Twenty20 series defeat in Bangladesh
under stand-in skipper Tom Latham.

New challenge
Conditions in Pakistan will be a new challenge for

New Zealand, who last toured Pakistan 18 years ago.
Pakistan did host series against the Black Caps in
the UAE in 2009, 2014 and 2018 but improved secu-
rity has gradually seen the country over the past six
years be able to welcome international teams to
their country again. “It’s obviously very pleasing for
Pakistan as a nation to have international cricket
back,” said Latham.

“They’ve had a couple of series in recent times
and obviously this is another one. “So, for us, it’s just
about trying to adapt to conditions like we did in
Bangladesh and see what we get. So, another oppor-
tunity for the group and they’re all looking forward
to it.” Apart from the heavy security presence in
Rawalpindi, teams are also having to endure life

inside a bio-secure bubble because of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Crowds of fully vaccinated spectators up to 25
percent capacity will be allowed in Rawalpindi for the
ODIs and in Lahore, where five Twenty20 internation-
als will be played. The series will not count towards
the ICC World Cup Super League, which will decide
qualification for the 2023 50-over World Cup,
because there is no umpire decision review system in
operation. The second and third ODIs will be played
in Rawalpindi on Sunday and Tuesday with the five-
match Twenty20 international series beginning in
Lahore on Saturday, September 25. —AFP

Don’t boycott men’s 
cricket, former Afghan 
women’s chief pleads
ISLAMABAD: International cricketers should
support Afghanistan’s men’s team, not punish
them by boycotting matches if the Taleban bars
women from playing, the former director of the
women’s side said. Tuba Sangar, who fled the
country for Canada shortly after the fall of the
country to the hardline Islamist group, warned
that sports sanctions would damage the game at
the grassroots - including for women and girls.

“It’s not a good idea to boycott the male team.
They did a lot for Afghanistan - they introduced
Afghanistan to the world in a positive way,”
Sangar told AFP on Tuesday. “If we don’t have a
male team any more, there would be no hope for
cricket overall,” said the 28-year-old, who was
the director of women’s cricket at the Afghanistan
Cricket Board from 2014-2020. Australia’s cricket
chiefs threatened to cancel a historic maiden Test
between the two countries - set to take place in
November - after a senior Taleban official went
on television to say it was “not necessary” for
women to play.

During their first stint in power, before being
ousted in 2001, the Taleban banned most forms of
entertainment - including many sports - and sta-
diums were used as public execution venues.
Women were completely banned from playing
sport. But the sport has become immensely popu-
lar over the past few decades, largely as a result
of cricket-mad Pakistan across the border.

This time round, the hardline Islamists have
shown they do not mind men playing cricket,
pulling together a match in the capital Kabul
shortly after foreign forces withdrew. But on
Tuesday, Bashir Ahmad Rustamzai, Afghanistan’s
new director general for sports, declined to
answer as to whether women will be allowed to
play sports - deferring it for top level Taleban
leaders to decide.

Team in exile 
The takeover has called into question the

future of Afghanistan’s participation in Test
matches , as  under  In te rna t iona l  Cr icke t
Council regulations, nations must also have an
active women’s team. The Afghan men’s team is
also scheduled to play the T20 World Cup from
October 17 to November 14 in the United Arab
Emirates and Oman. The Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) last week urged Australia not to
punish its men’s team, saying it was “powerless
to change the culture and religious environ-

ment of Afghanistan”.
ACB chairman Azizullah Fazli later told SBS

Radio Pashto that he is still hopeful women will
be able to play. He said that all 25 of the women’s
team had chosen to remain in Afghanistan,
although a BBC report earlier this month reported
members were in hiding. “When I play I feel like a
strong woman. 

I can imagine myself as a woman who can do
anything, who can make her dreams come true,”
one ex-player told the BBC. But Sangar said the
Taleban takeover had “killed the hope” of female
cricketers to finally be able to play internationally.
“From 2014 to now, we didn’t have the opportuni-
ty to play at an international level but there was
the hope, everybody was trying their best to
make it happen,” she said.

“There are some girls that are very talented,
and they hoped that one day they would have
their flag on their shoulders and show the world
that Afghan women can play cricket.” The men’s
team now rank in the world’s top 10 for both one-
day internationals and Twenty20 games. Sangar
said cricketing nat ions could support
Afghanistan’s female players by backing a team in
exile. “We can play from third countries,” she
said, noting that Afghanistan’s football team had
played while based abroad. “It will bring some
hope to those who remain in Afghanistan,” she
said. —AFP

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s cricketers warm up during a
practice session at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium in
Rawalpindi, ahead of their first One-Day International (ODI)
cricket match against New Zealand.  —AFP

Pohang Steelers, Jeonbuk Motors in quarter-finals 

Korean pair cruise into 
last 8 after nervy wins


