
SEOUL: South Korea successfully test-fired a subma-
rine-launched ballistic missile yesterday, becoming 
only the seventh country in the world with the 
advanced technology and raising the prospect of a 
regional arms race. The test, supervised by President 
Moon Jae-in, came hours after nuclear-armed North 
Korea fired two ballistic missiles into the sea, accord-
ing to the South’s military, and as China’s foreign minis-
ter visited Seoul. 

It is a strategic advance for the South, which has 
been strengthening its military capabilities as it seeks 
to counter the threat posed by the North, which is 
under international sanctions for its nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missile programs. “It’s extraordinary tim-
ing that you have not one but two Koreas testing bal-
listic missiles on the same day,” Yonsei University pro-
fessor John Delury said. “It 
does speak to the fact that 
there’s an arms race in this 
region that everyone needs 
to pay attention to.” 

The South’s missile was 
fired underwater from its 
newly commissioned sub-
marine Ahn Chang-ho, and 
flew the planned distance 
before hitting its target, the 
presidential Blue House 
said. All other countries 
with proven SLBM capabilities have nuclear weapons 
of their own. With the successful tests, South Korea 
now has “sufficient deterrence to respond to North 
Korea’s provocations at any time”, President Moon 
said, urging the South to continue increasing its 
weapons programs to “overwhelm North Korea’s 
asymmetric power”. 

Earlier in the day the North fired “two short-range 
ballistic missiles” from South Pyongan province into the 
sea off its east coast, Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a 
statement. They flew about 800 kilometers at a maximum 
altitude of around 60 kilometers. It was Pyongyang’s sec-

ond firing in less than a week, after its official Korean 
Central News Agency reported it had test-fired a new 
“long-range cruise missile” over the weekend, calling it a 
“strategic weapon of great significance”. 

Wednesday’s launches-both of them in the early 
afternoon-came shortly after Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi held talks in Seoul with his South Korean 
counterpart and Moon. Wang had earlier said he 
hoped all countries would help “peace and stability on 
the Korean Peninsula”, Yonhap news agency reported. 
“For example, not only the North, but also other coun-
tries are engaging in military activities,” he added. 

 
China signal  

Analysts said the timing of Pyongyang’s launch was 
an unmistakable signal to Beijing, the North’s key 

diplomatic ally and main 
partner for trade and aid-
although at times their rela-
tionship has been deeply 
strained. North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un did not 
visit China for more than six 
years after inheriting power 
from his father Kim Jong Il, 
and tensions mounted in the 
allies’ relationship. 

But he and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping have 

since met several times, and Beijing sees the North as 
very much part of its sphere of influence. Yang Moo-
jin, a professor at the University of North Korean 
Studies in Seoul, said yesterday’s launch “looks like 
North Korea’s indirect message and even request to 
Beijing for the Korean peninsula to be addressed as a 
central agenda issue for China”. The US and South 
Korea are treaty allies, with around 28,500 American 
troops stationed in the South to defend it against its 
neighbor, which invaded in 1950. 

The impoverished North says it needs its nuclear 
arsenal to deter a US invasion, and its weapons pro-

grams have made rapid progress under Kim, even 
without carrying out a nuclear test or intercontinental 
ballistic missile launch since 2017. But it is more isolat-
ed than ever after it closed its borders early last year 
to protect itself against the coronavirus pandemic. 
Talks with the United States have been stalled since 
the collapse of a 2019 summit between Kim and then 
president Donald Trump over sanctions relief and what 
Pyongyang would be willing to give up in return. 

The US, Japanese and South Korean envoys on the 
North met in Tokyo earlier this week when 

Washington’s representative Sung Kim reiterated: “We 
hope that the DPRK will respond positively to our 
multiple offers to meet without preconditions.” 
Pyongyang has long sought to develop SLBM technol-
ogy itself, and showed off four such devices at a mili-
tary parade overseen by Kim in January, with KCNA 
calling them “the world’s most powerful weapon”. But 
while North Korea has released pictures of underwa-
ter launches, most recently in 2019, analysts believe 
they were from a fixed platform or submersible barge, 
rather than a submarine. —AFP

North Korea fires two ballistic missiles

South Korea test-fires first  
submarine-launched missile

SEOUL: People watch television news broadcast showing file footage of a North Korean missile test, at a 
railway station in Seoul yesterday after North Korea fired two ballistic missiles into the sea according to the 
South’s military. —AFP

Dubious of Trump’s  
sanity, US general  
secretly called China 

 
WASHINGTON: The top US general was so wor-
ried in early January that Donald Trump was out of 
control that he took secret action to prevent the 
outgoing president from sparking a war with China, 
according to a new book. Joint Chiefs Chair 
General Mark Milley ordered aides to not act 
immediately on any move by Trump to use US 
nuclear forces, and he called a Chinese general to 
reassure Beijing, presidential chronicler Bob 
Woodward and co-author Robert Costa wrote in 
their soon-to-be-released book. 

The Washington Post-Woodward’s and Costa’s 
employer-and other media on Tuesday reported 
excerpts from the book “Peril,” depicting Milley as 
organizing the Pentagon and intelligence communi-
ty to resist any move by Trump to ratchet up ten-
sions with China or Iran after he lost the November 
2020 presidential election. 

Milley called Chinese counterpart General Li 
Zuocheng twice, on October 30 just before Trump’s 
election defeat, and on January 8, two days after 
Trump supporters attacked the US Capitol, to reas-
sure him that the Republican president’s anti-China 
rhetoric could not translate into military action. 
“General Li, I want to assure you that the American 
government is stable and everything is going to be 
okay,” Milley told Li in the October call, Woodward 
and Costa write. “We are not going to attack or 
conduct any kinetic operations against you,” Milley 
said. 

Two months later, Milley used the secret back-

channel with Li again after the US Capitol riot, 
amid concerns both in Beijing and Washington that 
Trump was unstable. “We are 100 percent steady. 
Everything’s fine. But democracy can be sloppy 
sometimes,” Milley told Li, according to the book. 
To reassure the Chinese, Milley went so far as to 
have the Pentagon’s Indo-Pacific Command post-
pone military exercises that Beijing might have 
viewed as a possible threat. 

Separately, Milley told his top staff that if Trump 
sought to exercise his power to order a nuclear 
strike, that they had to inform him first. And Milley 
discussed with other top officials, including CIA 
director Gina Haspel and National Security Agency 
head Paul Nakasone, the need to be vigilant amid 
concerns Trump could act irrationally. Haspel said 
they were in a “highly dangerous situation.” “Some 
might contend that Milley had overstepped his 
authority and taken extraordinary power for him-
self,” the authors wrote. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, US Army General Mark 
Milley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrives 
for a press briefing about the US military drawdown in 
Afghanistan, at the Pentagon. —AFP

Kosovo ex-commander  
slams ‘Gestapo’ court 

 
THE HAGUE: A former Kosovo rebel commander 
compared a war crimes court to Nazi Germany’s 
secret police as it began its first trial in The Hague 
yesterday. Salih Mustafa is accused of murder and 
torture at a makeshift Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) detention centre during the 1998-1999 inde-
pendence war with Serbia. “I am not guilty of any of 
the counts brought here before me by this Gestapo 
office,” Mustafa, 49, said as his trial started at the 
Kosovo Specialist Chambers. Wearing a black 
hooded top and jogging pants, Mustafa swung in 
his chair and repeatedly tapped a pen on his fingers 
as he listened to the opening of the trial through 
headphones. 

Mustafa, who was arrested last year while work-
ing as an adviser at Kosovo’s defense ministry, is the 
first suspect to go on trial at the court, set up in 
2015 to probe atrocities by the separatist KLA. 
Prosecutors said Mustafa and his men “brutalized 
and tortured” fellow ethnic Kosovo Albanians whom 
they accused of collaborating with Serbs in Zllash, a 
village east of the capital Pristina. “These were not 
enemies of Kosovo, they were not spies,” senior 
prosecutor Jack Smith told the court in his opening 
statement. “Their only crime was to have political 
views that differed from the KLA and its senior 
leaders.” 

 
‘Beaten and tortured’  

The prosecutor said the hearing was a “mile-
stone” for the court, which has taken six years to 
bring anyone to trial and faced problems with wit-
ness intimidation. Mustafa faces charges of murder, 

torture, cruel treatment and arbitrary detention 
relating to at least six detainees. According to the 
indictment, detainees were allegedly held in a 
locked stable and subjected to “beatings with vari-
ous instruments, burning and the administration of 
electric shocks”. Some were urinated on in front of 
other detainees. 

Mustafa is alleged to have personally beaten one 
detainee with a baseball bat and slapped, punched 
and kicked another. Smith said prisoners were kept 
in “inhumane” conditions with Mustafa personally 
taking part in the beatings. One young man died 
after being “repeatedly beaten and tortured”. 
Mustafa is accused of being jointly responsible for 
the murder by either being aware that the crime was 
being carried out, or knowing that the victim was at 
risk of being killed. The trial will hear from 16 wit-
nesses, including former detainees, during 
September and October. —AFP 

THE HAGUE: Salih Mustafa, former commander in the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), looks on as he waits 
for the start of his first trial at the Kosovo Specialist 
Chambers court in The Hague. —AFP
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3 pro-Iran fighters killed  
 
BEIRUT: Air strikes from unidentified drones killed 
three pro-Iran fighters in Syria’s eastern province of 
Deir Ezzor near the Iraqi border, a Britain-based war 
monitor said yesterday. The drones late Tuesday target-
ed trucks of the Iraqi paramilitary network Hashed Al-
Shaabi after they had crossed the border into the Syrian 
border district of Albu Kamal, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said. Three were killed and several 
severely wounded, the monitoring group said. A source 
within the Hashed Al-Shaabi in Iraq however said that 
“the strikes destroyed four vehicles, but no one was 
killed”. “The site targeted was near a border post of the 
factions on the Iraqi-Syrian border,” the source said. 
The Fatah alliance, the political wing of the Hashed Al-
Shaabi, condemned an “abject attack” on its forces on 
the frontier. —AFP  
 
 
9 Hong Kong activists jailed  
 
HONG KONG: Nine veteran democracy activists in 
Hong Kong were sentenced to between six and 10 
months in jail yesterday for joining a Tiananmen vigil 
banned by police last year. Three others were handed 
suspended sentences on the same charges of joining an 
unlawful assembly or inciting others to join. The sen-
tencing came one week after leaders of the group 
behind the annual vigil were separately accused of incit-
ing subversion following a police raid at a museum in the 
city dedicated to Beijing’s Tiananmen Square crackdown 
in 1989. The Hong Kong Alliance had organized three 
decades of vigils commemorating the victims of the 
operation. Once one of the most visible symbols of Hong 
Kong’s political freedoms, the June 4 event has been 
banned over the past two years, with authorities citing 
the coronavirus pandemic and security fears. —AFP  
 
 
Sydney lifts COVID curfews  
 
SYDNEY: Sydney authorities moved to lift curfews for 
coronavirus hotpots yesterday, as infection numbers 
stabilized and vaccination rates surged. Almost three 
months after activity in Australia’s largest city was 
frozen by lockdown orders, state authorities announced 
easing restrictions for the worst-hit areas. New South 
Wales Premier Gladys Berejiklian said the 9 pm to 5 am 
curfew for virus hotspots would be lifted, in what 
Sydneysiders hope signals the beginning of the end of a 
long lockdown. Infection rates appear to have 
plateaued at around 1,300 a day and 80 percent of 
people in Australia’s most populous state have received 
at least one vaccine dose. “We’ve seen a stabilization in 
the last few days,” said state premier Berejiklian, while 
urging residents to continue to be vigilant and respect 
stay-at-home orders. —AFP  
 
 
Iran resumes Afghanistan flights  
 
TEHRAN: Iran yesterday resumed commercial flights to 
neighboring Afghanistan, where the Taleban took con-
trol last month. “Today Mahan Air carried passengers 
between Mashhad and Kabul airport,” Fars news 
agency reported, referring to Iran’s second-largest city, 
in the northeast, and the Afghan capital. “At present, this 
airliner is returning to Mashhad with passengers.” It 
was the first such flight between the two countries since 
the return of the Taleban to power on August 15. The 
Iranian civil aviation agency had announced the inter-
ruption of flights to Kabul on August 16 for security 
reasons. Previously, Mahan Air had operated two flights 
per week between Mashhad and Kabul. Mahan Air, the 
second largest Iranian airline after the state-owned Iran 
Air, has been on the blacklist of entities targeted by US 
sanctions against Iran since 2011. —AFP

The new Uzbekistan:  
New possibilities  
for investors 

 

KUWAIT: The declaration of State Independence of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan on 31 August 1991 opened a new 
chapter in modern history of the country. This year the 
Uzbek people celebrate 30th anniversary of this signifi-
cant date. During this historically short period, 
Uzbekistan had a great achievement in all spheres, 
including his internal and foreign policy. 

Today, Uzbekistan under the leadership of President 
HE Shavkat Mirziyoyev is in the new historical stage of 
its development. The new Uzbekistan is, primarily, is the 
new economic relations, the new economic vision. The 
economic system of our country is being completely 
restructured and it is even difficult, we have begun to put 
into practice the market mechanisms.  

The reforms have a positive effect on the interests of 
all segments of the population: The entrepreneurs are 
gaining freedom and new opportunities to develop their 
businesses, peasants and farming enterprises, the clus-
ters are becoming the owners of the crops they have 
been growing. New fields of industry such as automo-
bile construction, petrochemical and gas processing, the 
textile and light industries have become the engine of 
the industrial development of the country. Agriculture is 
one of the important sectors of national economy. The 
development of small business and private entrepre-
neurship occupy very important place in the economic 
policies of the government. 

The country develops manufacture, creates new jobs, 
extends economic capacity, improves social security sys-
tem and provides ample access to education and health 
care, reforms of all spheres of society. The country cre-
ates a favorable and attractive investment climate for for-
eign partners for the achievement of the goals. The 
investment legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan is 
constantly updated. Already now, in Uzbekistan, one of 
the drivers of economic growth is the attraction of for-
eign capital to the national economy. According to the 
UNCTAD’s 2020 World Investment Report, FDI inflows 
increased significantly to $2.3 billion, compared to $625 
million in 2018. Investments focus on the energy sector, 
including alternative/renewable energy in recent years. In 
addition, over two years, the number of enterprises with 
foreign investment doubled - the figure is more than ten 
thousand. The share of investments in the GDP of 
Uzbekistan for the first time amounted to 38%. 

Uzbekistan was ranked 69th among 190 countries in 
the World Bank 2020 Doing Business and entered the 
top 20 reformer countries in terms of creating the most 
favorable conditions for doing business. For comparison, 
we note that in 2012, the country in this rating occupied 
only 166 place. Uzbekistan has also resumed active 
negotiations on accession to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).  

Joining the WTO will provide an opportunity, for 
Uzbek entrepreneurs, to raise the prospects for 
increasing scientific and technological progress in the 
sectors through the acquisition and purchase of effi-
cient and reliable imported equipment. In addition, 
upon entry into the WTO, domestic exporters will gain 
easier access to foreign markets.

Shavkat Mirziyoyev, President of Uzbekistan


