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ZHUMADIAN: China wrapped up the country’s
first multinational peacekeeping exercise yesterday,
demonstrating the extent of its military might on a
huge training ground ringed by mountains. China’s
defense spending is the second largest in the world
after the US, and tensions have dramatically
increased between rival powers as Beijing has
poured trillions of yuan into the modernization of its
military. But the country has repeatedly sought to
allay fears over its military intentions, projecting
itself as a peaceful counterpoint to what it calls the
“bullying, hegemonic behavior” of Washington.

Troops from Thailand, Mongolia and Pakistan
joined China’s armed forces for the 10-day exercise
dubbed “Shared Destiny 2021” at the military base
in Queshan county in central Henan province.
Senior Colonel Lu Jianxin told journalists invited to
the base that the exercise “demonstrates China’s
support for the multilateral system centered on the
UN” as Beijing sought to put its defense diplomacy
on full display. Blue-helmeted soldiers took turns
role-playing various scenarios: civilians and
refugees caught up in a brawl, or armed militants
attacking UN forces.

Dozens of armored vehicles, bulldozers, helicop-
ters and tanks - all bearing the UN logo - were
mobilized for the event. As of the end of July, China
was the eighth-largest contributor to peacekeeping
troops, with 2,158 military personnel engaged
around the world, according to UN data. Chinese
forces are mainly engaged in South Sudan, Mali,
Lebanon and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
During her trip to Asia last month, US Vice
President Kamala Harris described China’s disputes
with its neighbors over the South China Sea as
undermining “the rules-based order and
threaten[ing] the sovereignty of nations”.

Invasion wargame 
In another development, fighter jets practiced

landing on a highway in southern Taiwan yesterday
as part of an annual live-fire military exercise that
simulates defending the island against an invasion
by China. Democratic Taiwan lives under constant
threat of invasion by Beijing, which claims the island
as part of its territory and has vowed to one day
seize it, by force if necessary.

Military tensions have risen to their highest in
decades under President Xi Jinping with China now
routinely sending fighter jets and nuclear capable

bombers into Taiwan’s air defense zone and state
media regularly publicizing invasion drills. Yesterday
morning, various Taiwanese fighter jets as well as an
early warning aircraft practised taking off and land-
ing on a provincial highway in Pingtung county.

The drill, which was watched by President Tsai
Ing-wen, is supposed to hone Taiwanese pilot skills if
the island’s airstrips are wiped out. “Such excellent
combat skills, precise and swift movements come
from rigorous training and demonstrate the air force’s
confidence to protect our airspace,” Tsai said in a
post on her Facebook. Part of its annual Han Kuang

military exercises, yesterday’s drill took place on one
of five highways that have been deliberately built with
long sections that can accommodate planes landing.

An invasion of Taiwan would be a hugely costly
and difficult endeavor but Beijing has increasingly
closed the military gap in recent years and Xi has
made no secret of his desire to see the island taken.
Senior US generals have publicly warned that China
could potentially carry off an invasion and the
defense of Taiwan has become a rare bipartisan
issue in Washington. Last year Chinese jets and
bombers made a record 380 incursions into Taiwan’s
air defense identification zone (ADIZ). 

The number of incursions for the first eight
months of this year has already exceeded 400. In
June, 28 Chinese jets breached Taiwan’s ADIZ in
the largest single-day incursion. That came
shortly after G7 leaders issued a landmark state-
ment urging peace in the Taiwan Strait. The pre-
vious biggest incursion - 25 jets-was in April
after US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
warned China not to attempt to change the status
quo of Taiwan. Taiwan’s ageing fighter fleet has
suffered a string of fatal accidents in recent
years as its air force is kept under constant pres-
sure by China.— AFP 
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ZHUMADIAN, China: Chinese soldiers take part in a counterterrorism exercise during the multinational UN peacekeeping live exercise ‘Shared Destiny-2021’ held by Chinese military at a tactical training base of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army in Zhumadian, central China’s Henan province yesterday. —AFP 

China hosts multinational exercise 
Taiwan jets land on highway for Chinese invasion wargame 

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates marks one year
since normalizing ties with Zionist state yesterday, a
move which drew Palestinian anger but that leaders
hope could reap a trillion dollars in economic
exchanges. Watched by then US president Donald
Trump, the UAE and Gulf neighbor Bahrain formally
recognized Zionist state on September 15, 2020 in
Washington, prompting Palestinian accusations of a
“stab in the back”.

The surprise step, under the US-brokered Abraham
Accords, broke with decades of Arab consensus that
ruled out formal ties while the Palestinian conflict was
unresolved. However, it marked a thaw in the region,
with Morocco and Sudan soon following suit and
regional power Saudi Arabia, the world’s top oil pro-
ducer, allowing some overflights from the Zionist state.
The economic benefits have come quickly for the UAE
and Zionist state, who signed a series of deals ranging
from tourism to aviation and financial services.

Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid made a land-
mark visit to the UAE in July, opening an embassy in
Abu Dhabi and a consulate in Dubai, while the UAE

established an embassy in Tel Aviv. “After a year of the
Abraham Accords, we have a story to say,” UAE
Minister of Economy Abdulla bin Touq Al Marri told a
panel discussion by the Atlantic Council, a US think-
tank, on Monday. “We exchanged ambassadors, we
have signed over 60 MOUs (memorandums of under-
standing). We have 600-700 million of bilateral trade
happening, we have funds of billions of dollars that has
been announced.

“We’re looking to create over a trillion dollars of
economic activity over the next decade.” Further ben-
efits will come if a major deal to ship Emirati oil to
Europe via a Zionist pipeline clears objections from
environmentalists, who fear damage to unique coral
reefs in the Red Sea. Beyond economics, the rap-
prochement was also pushed by mutual concern over
Iran, with the regional rivalry even pushing Riyadh into
quietly building relations with the Zionist state over
the past several years.

‘It’s really strategic’ 
Online criticism of Zionist is frequent in both the

UAE and Bahrain but open dissent over the normaliza-
tion is rare, likely to avoid angering authorities. Even
when Zionist air strikes leveled buildings during an 11-
day conflict with Hamas in May, triggering an upswell
of outrage, the relationship continued unhindered.

“All the Arab world was a bit preoccupied with
what was happening in Gaza and with the pictures
coming out,” Ilan Sztulman Starosta, head of the
Zionist consulate in Dubai, told AFP in an interview.
“But still they didn’t change the policy because the
peace with Zionists is a national interest for the Emirati
government, and the same from the Zionist govern-
ment. “For us, it’s really strategic.” Sztulman Starosta
said about 200,000 Zionists had visited the UAE over
the past year, despite COVID, and an estimated 40
companies from his country had set up in the Gulf
state’s free-trade zones.

The Emirates now has its first students enrolled in
Zionist universities, added Sztulman Starosta, who is
hoping the Abraham Accords can inspire further ties
around the region. “If we can make it work here, we
can make it everywhere,” he said. “If we managed to
make this peace work, and it is working, for the better
of Zionists and Emirati citizens, then this model can be
applied to other countries in the area. “And that’s how
we’re going to change the paradigm that Jews and
Muslims can live and have normal relations and fruitful
and enjoyable (collaborations).”— AFP 

PINGTUNG: A US-made E2K Early Warning Aircraft (EWA) takes off from a motorway in Pingtung, south-
ern Taiwan, during the annual Han Kuang drill yesterday. —AFP
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