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Amir receives Crown 
Prince, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also 

received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the 
Crown Prince received His Highness the Prime Minister 
yesterday at Bayan Palace. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a cable of 
condolences to the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
Boris Johnson over the death of his mother Charlotte 

Johnson Wahl. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables. — KUNA 

Sheikh Nawaf condoles with UK PM over demise of his mother

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Amiri Diwan Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah received Ambassador of Spain to Kuwait 
Miguel Jose Moro Aguilar, in his office at Bayan 
Palace yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah received in his office yes-
terday the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to 
Kuwait Chung, Byung-ha. The two sides discussed 
issues of mutual interest as well as means of boost-
ing cooperation, especially in the security field. 

In the meantime, Sheikh Thamer received Qatar’s 
Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Bin Abdullah Al 
Mahmoud, on the occasion of the start of his tenure 
in the country. The exceptional relations between 
the two Gulf Cooperation Council countries and 
ways of enhancing them highlighted talks between 
the two officials, the Interior Ministry said in a 
statement yesterday. 

Amiri Diwan 
minister meets 
Spanish envoy

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah 
meets Ambassador of Spain to Kuwait Miguel Jose Moro Aguilar. — Amiri Diwan and Interior Ministry photos

Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to 
Kuwait Chung, Byung-ha.

Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah meets Qatar’s Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Bin 
Abdullah Al Mahmoud.

FONTAINEBLEAU, France:  French 
President Emmanuel Macron and the 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, one of 
France’s closest allies in the Gulf, yester-
day vowed to work together to counter 
Islamist extremism after talks that under-
lined the strength of their partnership. 
The two met for a working lunch at the 
historic Fontainebleau Chateau outside 
Paris, where the United Arab Emirates has 
played a key role in restoration works. 

France has close military, political and 
cultural ties to the United Arab Emirates, 
the capital of which is Abu Dhabi. Abu 
Dhabi has in the last month served as a 
hub for the evacuation by Paris of French 

nationals and Afghans from Taleban-con-
trolled Afghanistan. “Both sides empha-
sized... they were both determined to 
fight extremism and terrorism and to 
strengthen their cooperation in security 
and defense,” the French presidency said 
in a statement after the talks. 

On Afghanistan, both sides also insist-
ed on the need “to respect the rights of 
women and girls, as well as minorities” 
after the takeover by the Taleban. Macron 
has a strong personal relationship with 
Mohammed bin Zayed, known as MBZ, 
who is seen as one of the most powerful 
figures in the Gulf, along with his close 
ally Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, known as MBS. 

Analysts believe Macron and MBZ are 
united by a shared distrust of political 
Is lam and part icular ly act ivit ies of 
Islamist political parties such as the 
Muslim Brotherhood in the Middle East. 
They also both have thorny relations 
with Turkey under i ts  strongman 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, even if 

there have been signs of a thaw in ties 
between Ankara and the UAE and Paris 
over the last weeks. “We discussed our 
shared interest in deepening the strong 
and longstanding strategic ties between 
the UAE and France,” MBZ tweeted after 
the talks. 

They also visited the historic theatre at 
the Fontainebleau Palace built between 
1853 and 1856 under the nephew of 
emperor Napoleon I, Napoleon III, which 
has been painstakingly restored thanks to 
UAE funding and is now named after 
MBZ’s half brother Sheikh Khalifa, the 
ruler of Abu Dhabi and president of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The UAE capital already hosts the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi, opened by MBZ and 
Macron in 2017, the first foreign institu-
tion to carry the name of the great Paris 
museum. “Building on the breadth and 
depth of their partnership, the two lead-
ers believe they can meet together the 
challenges of today and tomorrow,” the 
French presidency added. — AFP 

FONTAINEBLEAU, France: French President Emmanuel Macron poses with Abu 
Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed upon their arrival at the Fontainebleau 
castle in Fontainebleau yesterday ahead of their working lunch. — AFP 

Macron, MBZ  
vow fight against 
‘extremism’

DUBAI: Expo 2020 visitors will need a 
coronavirus vaccination or a negative PCR 
test to enter, organizers in Dubai said yes-
terday, two weeks before the giant event 
opens. The six-month world fair, featuring 
exhibitions by 192 countries, is expected to 
attract more than 20 million international 
visitors when it opens on October 1 after a 
year’s COVID delay. 

PCR tests will be free for ticketholders 
with a “network” of testing centers available 
across the city, organizers said. The new 

rules apply to visitors aged 18 and over. “By 
updating our vaccination and testing 
requirements, we are opening up a world of 
discovery and education for every visitor 
from every corner of the planet,” Expo 2020 
director-general Reem Al-Hashimy said in a 
statement. 

“This enhanced measure is responsible, 
agile and necessary as we prepare to open 
our doors to the world,” she added. Vaccines 
are mandatory for all Expo staff and 
employees of international participants, 
while the site will have mandatory masks, 
two-meter social distancing rules and saniti-
zation stations. The United Arab Emirates 
has administered 19 million vaccination dos-
es, with 80 percent of the population fully 
vaccinated. The Gulf country has reported 
730,135 cases and 2,066 deaths. — AFP 

Vaccine, PCR test  
needed to enter  
Dubai Expo 2020 DOHA: Campaigning off ic ia l ly 

opened in Qatar yesterday ahead of 
its first legislative polls next month, as 
debate swirls about voter and candi-
date eligibility and online distortion. 
The start of the two-week campaign 
coincided with the interior ministry’s 
publication of the final candidate list, 
with 294 people seeking to contest 
the 30 seats in the Gulf state’s shura 
council. 

Of  those, 284 candidates were 
approved by the authorities to run, 
including 28 women, the state-run 
Qatar News Agency reported, with no 
reason given for the removal of 10 

names from the l is t . The much-
delayed polls will be held on Oct 2, 
with only descendants of Qataris who 
were citizens in 1930 eligible to vote 
and stand, disqualifying members of 
families naturalized since then. 

The issue has stirred fierce debate 
on social media. Candidates will have 
to stand in constituencies linked to 
where their family or tribe was based 
in the 1930s, using data compiled by 
the then British-controlled authori-
ties. The council, to be made up of 
30 elected members and 15 appoint-
ed by the amir, can propose legisla-
tion, sack ministers and approve the 

annual budget, but its decisions are 
subject to veto by the gas-rich coun-
try’s ruler. 

There was no sign of campaigning 
underway in Doha yesterday with no 
election posters or material visible in 
the city center and limited media cov-
erage of the start of campaigning. 
Under the law, political parties are 
banned as is “stirring up tribal or sec-
tarian strife among citizens in any 
way”. 

The election law has sparked a tor-
rent of fake news on social media with 
the hashtag #BoycottQatarElections 
trending on Twitter, despite initially 
being posted by only one account, indi-
cating manipulation. Officials fear the 
polls could be exploited by Qatar’s 
neighbors, which they say have object-
ed to Doha breaking ranks and holding 
elections. — AFP

Campaigning opens for first 
ever Qatar legislative polls


