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‘Evolving language of fashion’ 
Actor Timothee Chalamet, poet

Amanda Gorman, singer Billie Eilish and
tennis player Naomi Osaka co-chaired
the charity ball often heralded as the
celebrity world’s “party of the year.”
Normally held in early May, the
Manhattan soiree on steroids was post-
poned to Monday with the hope that
COVID-19 restrictions would be lifted.
The 2020 edition was canceled due to
the pandemic. The honorary co-chairs
were Anna Wintour, the editor-in-chief of
Vogue, who has turned the gala into a
global event, designer Tom Ford and
Adam Mosseri, director of Instagram,
which is sponsoring the extravaganza.

Plans for an opulent spectacle as
much of the United States and the world
is still reeling from the coronavirus pan-
demic had risked criticism, but the pri-
mary reason for holding the benefit was
almost certainly financial. The
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume
Institute relies on the Met Gala to fund its
work, including exhibitions and acquisi-
tions, and the cancellation of last year’s
event badly damaged its finances. The
bash heralded the opening of the

Metropolitan Museum of Art’s annual sar-
torial exhibit, which this year will happen
in two parts.

The first show, titled “In America: A
Lexicon of Fashion,” is opening to the
public September 18 to celebrate The

Costume Institute’s 75th anniversary.
The second exhibit-”In America: An
Anthology of Fashion”-will kick off May 5,
2022. Both will run until September 5 of
that year. The exhibits themselves will
see Costume Institute curator Andrew
Bolton continue to explore broad
themes-”Camp,” Catholicism and China
were among the focuses in recent years-
rather than offer retrospectives of a spe-
cific designer.

The two-part show will assess the
state of American fashion-its contempo-
rary players, the industry’s identity, and
important figures the rarified world of
fashion may have overlooked or left out.
Bolton said the exhibit’s first stage would
focus on modernizing fashion vocabulary
in connection with “equity, diversity and
inclusion,” as part two would see collabo-
rations with American filmmakers to “fur-
ther investigate the evolving language of
American fashion.”-AFP 
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