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KABUL: The Taleban are investigating the
accounts of former high-ranking Afghan govern-
ment members to check for ill-gotten gains, officials
said yesterday. The investigation may lead to the
freezing of assets and accounts of former civil ser-
vants, ministers and lawmakers, an official at Da
Afghanistan Bank told AFP, asking not to be named.

A manager of a private bank confirmed a team of
“Taleban auditors” had been deployed to the
organization to check the accounts of selected for-
mer government officials. Corruption was wide-
spread and rampant under the administration of for-
mer president Ashraf Ghani, and tens of millions of
dollars of aid money is believed to have been
siphoned out of the public purse. Ghani himself was
accused of taking millions with him when he fled to
Abu Dhabi on August 15 as the Taleban entered
Kabul, but he has denied the claims and says he is
ready to prove his innocence.

On Tuesday, several Taleban officials posted
video on their social media accounts purporting to
show millions in cash and gold ingots recovered
from the Panjshir residence of former vice president
Amrullah Saleh. The video, which could not be inde-
pendently verified, showed Taleban fighters sitting
on the floor and counting cash and gold apparently
found in suitcases. One fighter says they discovered
about $100,000 the day after Panjshir fell to the

Taleban, and a further $6.2 million and 18 gold
ingots in a later search.

Saleh had holed up in Panjshir after the Taleban
took Kabul, and the remote highland valley was the
last province to fall to the hardline Islamists. The
investigation into possible illegal assets comes as
Afghanistan is in the grip of a major cash crisis, with

people limited to withdrawing the equivalent of just
$200 a day from personal accounts-and having to
queue for hours even to do that. Even before the
Taleban takeover, government salaries were fre-
quently paid late-and in the case of rural workers
there is a months-long backlog.

People are resorting to selling their household
goods to raise money to pay for essentials, and

bustling second-hand goods markets have mush-
roomed in most urban centers. The World Bank and
International Monetary Fund have halted
Afghanistan’s access to funding, while the United
States has also frozen cash held in its reserve for
Kabul. Ajmal Ahmady, former acting governor of the
Afghan central bank, tweeted last week that the
country no longer had access to around $9 billion in
aid, loans and assets. 

Taleban thank world 
Meanwhile, Taleban yesterday thanked the world

for pledging hundreds of millions of dollars in emer-
gency aid to Afghanistan, and urged the United States
to show “heart” in future dealings. Amir Khan
Muttaqi, the regime’s acting foreign minister, told a
press conference the Taleban would spend donor
money wisely and use it to alleviate poverty. He was
speaking a day after the United Nations said a total of
$1.2 billion in aid had been pledged to Afghanistan,
which was taken over by the Taleban on August 15.
“The Islamic Emirate will try its best to deliver this aid
to the needy people in a completely transparent man-
ner,” Muttaqi said. He also asked Washington to show
appreciation for the Taleban allowing the US to com-
plete a troop withdrawal and evacuation of more than
120,000 people last month. “America is a big country,
they need to have a big heart,” he said. — Agencies

A total of $1.2 
billion in aid 

pledged 

KABUL: Footwear is seen piled up on the tarmac at the airport in Kabul yesterday. —AFP 

Taiwan officials
to visit Slovakia, 
Czech, Lithuania 
TAIPEI: A Taiwanese delegation of government
officials and business people will visit Slovakia,
the Czech Republic and Lithuania, officials said
yesterday, defying Beijing’s opposition to any
diplomatic ties with Taipei. The 65-member group
will visit the three countries between October 20
and 30 to promote trade ties and investment, said
Chen Li-kuo, chief of the Taiwanese foreign min-
istry’s European affairs department.

“We have continued to deepen our relations
with Central and Eastern European countries...
in a demonstration of solidarity and friendship
among international democratic partners,” he
told a virtual press briefing. All three countries
gave coronavirus vaccines to Taiwan and have
shown signs of wanting closer relations with the
island, even if that angers China. Lithuania has
led the way.

Taiwan announced in July it was setting up a
representative office in Vilnius under the name
“Taiwan” instead of “Taipei”-a significant diplo-
matic departure from standard practice. Beijing
withdrew its ambassador to Lithuania and
demanded Vilnius do the same, which it eventually
did. “Taiwan and Lithuania’s determination to
expand ties has remained unchanged despite
external threats,” Chen said, adding that prepara-
tions for the Taiwan office were going “smoothly”.

Only 15 countries officially recognize Taipei
over Beijing, which claims the self-ruled demo-
cratic island as part of its territory and has
vowed to one day re-take it-by force if needed.
Beijing tries to keep Taipei isolated on the world
stage and baulks at any official use of the word
“Taiwan” lest it lend the island a sense of inter-
national legitimacy. Earlier this year Lithuania
announced it was quitting China’s 17+1 cooper-
ation forum with central and eastern European
states, calling it “divisive”.

Lithuania, Slovakia, Czech and Poland all
recently pledged to donate coronavirus vaccines
to Taiwan. Slovakia is also considering sending a
delegation to Taiwan and Chen said the two sides
will discuss the matter during next month’s visit.
Politicians in the Czech Republic have also
pushed for closer ties with Taiwan. In 2019,
Prague cancelled a sister-city agreement with
Beijing and signed one with Taipei, while a high-
profile visit to Taiwan last year by Czech senate
leader Milos Vystrcil infuriated China. — AFP 

Taleban probe bank accounts 
Taleban thank world for promised aid, urge US to show ‘heart’

Putin self-isolates 
after COVID cases 
in inner circle
MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin will self-iso-
late after coronavirus cases were detected in his
inner circle, the Kremlin said yesterday, as Russia
struggles with stubbornly high COVID infection
rates. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters that Putin was “absolutely healthy” and
had taken a coronavirus test, without specifying the
result. Putin had been due to travel to Tajikistan’s
capital Dushanbe for a regional summit later this
week but in a call with President Emomali Rakhmon
said he would not be able to attend in person.

“Putin said that in connection with identified
coronavirus cases in his circle, he will observe a
self-isolation regime for a certain period of time,”
the Kremlin said in a statement. Russian authorities
have taken exceptional measures to protect Putin-
who has been vaccinated with Russia’s homegrown
Sputnik V jab-since the start of the pandemic.
Foreign leaders, journalists and officials have all
been required to self-isolate in advance of being in
contact with the longtime Russian leader.

Putin on Monday met with Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad and with Russian athletes return-
ing from the Tokyo Paralympic Games. Russia is

among the countries hardest-hit by the coronavirus
pandemic-with the fifth-highest number of record-
ed cases according to an AFP tally-and has strug-
gled to rein in infections despite easy access to
vaccines. As of yesterday the country had recorded
7,176,085 cases and 194,249 deaths, the highest
death toll in Europe.

Vaccine-sceptic population
Infections have been falling in recent days after a

spike in August, but health officials still reported
17,837 new cases and 781 new deaths yesterday.
Authorities have struggled with a vaccine-sceptic
population, with independent polls showing that a
majority of Russians do not plan to be inoculated.

As of yesterday, about 39.9 million of Russia’s
146 million people had been fully vaccinated,
according to the Gogov website, which tallies
COVID data from the regions. Russia has several
homegrown vaccines freely available to the public,
but does not distribute any Western-made jabs.
Moscow, the epicenter of Russia’s outbreak, and a
host of regions have introduced mandatory vacci-
nation measures to speed up the inoculation drive,
and Putin has repeatedly called on Russians to get
vaccinated.

The Kremlin initially set a goal of fully inoculat-
ing 60 percent of Russia’s population by
September, but later dropped that target even
though free jabs have been available since early
December. Russian authorities have been accused
of vastly downplaying the effects of the pandemic

and, after a tight first lockdown in 2020, have
refrained from introducing restrictive new meas-
ures. The country instead pinned its hopes of cur-
tailing the pandemic on its four homegrown vac-
cines-Sputnik V, EpiVacCorona, CoviVac and the
one-dose Sputnik Light. — AFP 

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin
chairs a meeting with members of the govern-
ment and the United Russia political party lead-
ership via a video link at the Novo-Ogaryovo
state residence yesterday. —AFP 


