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 News in brief

Busing a major concern for  
parents of school-age kids

Scramble for ridesharing options amid lack of clarity
By Ben Garcia  
 
KUWAIT: Children across Kuwait will start 
returning to school from Sept 26, and the 
education ministry as well as public and pri-
vate schools are busy making preparations. 
One issue, however, remains undecided, and 
has left parents worried about the return to 
on-campus learning. School buses may or 
may not be allowed by the ministry to oper-
ate, and so far there is no clarity on the issue.  

“To this date, we have no clear guidance 
on the matter of transportation services for 
our students,” the registrar of a private 
Arabic school told Kuwait Times. “We are 
waiting for a memorandum from the ministry 
of education. Normally, we charge fees for 
transportation services along with the tuition 
fees, but currently we are deferring receiving 
payment for transportation services from our 
students,” she said.  

“Earlier, it was announced no school 
buses will be allowed. But we do not know 
whether that previous announcement is 
still in force for the current school year. 
We informed parents that they will have to 
send their kids to school by private vehi-
cles or taxis and pick them up on time 
after school. Until the ministry comes up 
with a new announcement, we cannot do 
anything. Parents must bring their kids on 
time and be able to take them back after 
classes,” she said. 

The lack of a clarity on the matter of bus-
ing is a major concern for parents who work 
or don’t have private transportation. Rasha, a 
Syrian working mother, said this has been a 
hot subject on online parent groups. “The 
school said we have to wait for the 
announcement from the government whether 
they will allow school buses or not. I am sure 
if there are no buses, it will be very hard for 

me since I am a working mom,” she said.  
“I can take my children to school, but how 

to get them home afterwards? I cannot run 
from Shuwaikh to the school just to pick 
them up. Besides, my office timings are from 
9 am to 5 pm. If I go out earlier, maybe my 
boss will cut my salary. I hope busing will be 
allowed,” she said. “Plus, imagine the traffic 
jam in October if there are no school buses!” 

The logistics for on-campus learning are 
expected to create headaches for everyone 
- administrators, teachers, parents and stu-
dents. Education Minister Ali Al Mudhaf had 
announced that public schools will resume 
face-to-face-classes on Oct 3 (most private 
schools have already started the new school 
year online). But students will be divided 
into two groups. Group A will attend on-
campus classes, while group B will learn 
from home.  

Continued on Page 2 
KUWAIT: Students alight from a school bus in this pre-pandemic file photo. 
Photo used for illustrative purposes only. 

Morocco dismantles IS cell 
 
RABAT: Moroccan authorities have disman-
tled a cell of Islamic State group-affiliated mil-
itants and arrested three suspects accused of 
plotting the assassination of a public servant, 
security services said yesterday. The suspects 
were detained in the southern city of 
Errachidia. — AFP 

Putin, Assad hold talks 
 
MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin 
condemned the presence of foreign troops in 
Syria without the approval of its leader Bashar 
Al-Assad, during their unannounced meeting 
in Moscow, the Kremlin said yesterday. Putin 
hailed Russia and Syria’s “joint efforts” in the 
conflict, saying their militaries had returned 
the vast majority of Syrian territory to govern-
ment control. — AFP 

Facebook shields VIPs from rules 
 
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook exempts certain 
celebrities, politicians and other high-profile 
users from some its own rules for posts as part 
of a program launched as a quality-control 
mechanism, the Wall Street Journal reported on 
Monday. Facebook spokesman Andy Stone 
defended the “XCheck” program, but noted the 
social media giant is aware its enforcement of 
rules is “not perfect”. — AFP (See Page 6)

Global oil demand to rebound 
 
PARIS: Global oil demand has dropped for 
three straight months as COVID cases have 
risen in Asia but it is expected to bounce back 
next month, the International Energy Agency 
said yesterday. Global oil demand is expected 
to rise by 5.2 mbd this year, slightly lower than 
previously forecast, but 2022 growth will be 
slightly higher at 3.2 mbd. — AFP (See Page 8)

No ‘responsibility’ for Kabul airport 
 
DOHA: Qatar warned yesterday it would not 
take responsibility for Kabul airport without 
“clear” agreements with all involved, including 
the Taleban, about its operations. “There is a 
possibility for collaboration with other coun-
tries if needed, but until now the discussion is 
only among us and Turkey and the Taleban,” 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said. — AFP 

ARABAH: Fathiya Al-Ardah, mother of escaped Palestinian prisoner Mahmud Al-Ardah, speaks at their home in 
this village near Jenin on Sept 12, 2021 after her son’s arrest by Zionist authorities. — AFP 

JENIN: Four of the six Palestinians who staged a 
Hollywood-style escape from a Zionist prison may 
be back behind bars, but in their hometown they are 
being celebrated as heroes. When cellphones 
buzzed last week in Jenin with news of the spectac-
ular jailbreak from a high-security prison, Abu 
Antoine dreamt his nephew Zakaria Zubeidi might 
never be caught. “In the hour after the announce-
ment, we were filled with hope,” Abu Antoine told 
AFP. “We said to ourselves: ‘If he hasn’t been 
arrested yet, maybe he’ll be free forever’.” 

Zubeidi, 46, was the most prominent of the six 
who had dug a tunnel underneath a sink and made 
their way to freedom, embarrassing their captors 
and sparking a massive manhunt. Jenin in the occu-
pied West Bank is a historic flashpoint in the 
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SAN FRANCISCO: Apple users were urged yes-
terday to update their devices after the tech giant 
announced a fix for a major software flaw that 
allows the Pegasus spyware to be installed on 
phones without so much as a click. Cybersecurity 

experts at the Citizen Lab, a research center at the 
University of Toronto, uncovered the flaw while 
analyzing the phone of a Saudi activist. 

That person is among tens of thousands believed 
to have been targeted with the Zionist-made 
Pegasus software, which according to media reports 
has been used worldwide to intercept the communi-
cations of activists, journalists and even heads of 
state. Apple said Monday that it had “rapidly” devel-
oped a software update after Citizen Lab alerted it 
to the hole in its iMessage software on Sept 7. 

“Attacks like the ones described are highly 
sophisticated, cost millions of dollars to develop, 

often have a short shelf life, and are used to target 
specific individuals,” the company said. Citizen Lab 
said it was urging people “to immediately update all 
Apple devices”. 

Explosive revelations that governments have 
spied on people using the hugely invasive software 
- which was developed by the NSO Group, a secre-
tive Zionist firm - have ricocheted around the world 
since July. Once Pegasus is installed on a phone, it 
can be used to read a target’s messages, look at 
their photos, track their movements and even switch 
on their camera - all without the person knowing. 
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MANAMA: Ebrahim Nonoo, the head of the Jewish community in Bahrain, speaks 
to a reporter at the House of Ten Commandments on Sept 4, 2021. — AFP 

MANAMA: For the first time in 
decades, Ebrahim Nonoo is leading 
prayer services in Manama’s renovat-
ed synagogue, bringing Jewish tradi-
tions into plain view after decades of 
worship in private. Bahrain’s tiny 
Jewish community, about 50 people, 
have practiced their faith behind 
closed doors since 1947, when the 
Gulf country’s only synagogue was 

destroyed in disturbances at the start 
of the Arab-Zionist conflict. 

But when Bahrain normalized ties 
with the Zionist entity one year ago as 
part of US-brokered agreements with 
Arab countries known as the Abraham 
Accords, it “opened everything” up, 
Nonoo said. “We’re very happy to be 
out in the open,” the 61-year-old told 
AFP. The small, white-painted syna-
gogue with wood-framed windows is 
in the heart of the capital Manama. It 
was recently renovated at a cost of 
60,000 Bahraini dinars ($159,000). 

Inside are wooden benches with 
navy blue cushions, a big screen to 
broadcast prayers, and a wooden 
podium, or bimah, holding religious 
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