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Djokovic’s Grand Slam bid foiled 
as Medvedev wins US Open

NEW YORK: Winner Russia’s Daniil Medvedev (right) and Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hold their trophies after the 2021 US Open Tennis tournament men’s final match against at the USTA Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center in New York, on Sunday. — AFP

NEW YORK: Daniil Medvedev shattered Novak 
Djokovic’s Grand Slam dream with a straight sets 
victory in the US Open final here Sunday, denying 
the world number one a record-breaking 21st major 
men’s singles title. Russia’s second-ranked 
Medvedev dominated Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 to 
prevent the first calendar-year Grand Slam since 
1969 and keep Djokovic level with Roger Federer 
and Rafael Nadal atop the career Slam title list. 
“Sorry for you fans and Novak because we all know 
what he was going for,” Medvedev said. “What you 
have accomplished in your career... for me, you are 
the greatest tennis player in the history.” 

Medvedev, the 2019 US Open runner-up, cap-
tured his first Grand Slam title in his third Slam final, 
a rematch of February’s Australian Open final, won 
in straight sets by the 34-year-old Serbian to launch 
his Slam quest. “Congratulations to Daniil. Amazing 
match,” Djokovic said. “If there’s anyone that 
deserves a Grand Slam title right now, it’s you.” 
Djokovic’s bid to sweep the US, French and 
Australian Opens and Wimbledon in the same year 
for the first time since Rod Laver did it 52 years ago 
collapsed at the last hurdle, with 83-year-old Aussie 
legend Laver among 23,700 watching at Arthur 
Ashe Stadium. 

“Simply stunning Daniil Medvedev, you stopped 
one of the greatest tonight,” Laver tweeted. “To win 
your first Grand Slam title is always special, to do it 
against a champion like Novak Djokovic is some-
thing else. Take heart Novak, the quest continues. 
Best wishes.” Djokovic 
missed out on his fourth US 
Open title and will enter 
2022 tied with “Big Three” 
rivals Roger Federer and 
Rafael Nadal, both absent 
with injuries, on an all-time 
record 20 men’s Slam titles. 

Sitting after the match, 
tearful Djokovic said he 
was overcome with emo-
tions. “Relief,” he said. “I 
was glad it was over because the buildup for this 
tournament and everything that mentally, emo-
tionally I had to deal with throughout the tourna-
ment in the last couple of weeks was just a lot. “It 
was a lot to handle. I was just glad that finally the 
run is over. “At the same time I felt sadness, disap-
pointment, and also gratitude for the crowd.” 
Djokovic paid tribute to the crowd that roared 
support for him even when all seemed lost down 

two sets and two breaks. 
“Even though I have not won the match, my heart 

is filled with joy and I’m the happiest man alive 
because you guys have made me feel special on the 
court,” Djokovic said. “You guys touch my soul. I’ve 

never felt like this in New 
York.” Instead of joining 
immortals Laver and Don 
Budge, who completed 
the first men’s Slam in 
1938, Djokovic became 
the third man to fall at the 
final match attempting to 
complete the Slam after 
Australians Jack 
Crawford in 1933 and 
Lew Hoad in 1956. 

“I do feel sorry for Novak because I cannot 
imagine what he feels,” Medvedev said. Djokovic 
saw his 27-match Slam win streak halted three shy 
of the record he set in 2015 and 2016 when he won 
four consecutive Slams, ending with the 2016 
French Open. Medvedev, 25, became the third 
Russian man to win a Grand Slam title after Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov at the 1996 French Open and 1999 
Australian Open and Marat Safin at the 2000 US 

Open and 2005 Australian Open. 
 

Struggle from the start  
In the biggest of Djokovic’s 1,176 career matches, 

he made two unforced forehand errors to surrender 
a break in the first game and Medvedev held 
through to take the first set, never facing a break 
point. It was the fifth consecutive match in which 
Djokovic dropped the first set. Djokovic squandered 
three break chances in the second game of the sec-
ond set and another in the fourth, when he smashed 
his racquet in frustration. 

In the fifth game, Djokovic mis-hit a backhand 
volley to hand Medvedev a break and a 3-2 lead 
and the Russian held three times to claim the set. 
Medvedev broke in the first and third games of the 
final set, pulled ahead 5-1 and served for the match 
in the eighth game. With hecklers in the crowd, 
Medvedev double faulted on championship point 
and again, then netted a forehand to surrender a 
break that kept Djokovic in the match. “It was not 
easy,” Medvedev said. Serving again for the match 
at 5-4, Medvedev double-faulted on his second 
match point but finally got over the line on his third 
chance with a service winner after two hours and 16 
minutes. — AFP 

Tearful Djokovic 
relieved 

tournament 
is over

MONZA: The sight of the hefty back tire 
of Max Verstappen’s Red Bull Formula One 
car crashing down towards the helmet of 
Lewis Hamilton at the Italian Grand Prix 
made for sickening viewing. The seven-
time world champion was beached in his 
Mercedes, but ultimately saved by his halo, 
a cockpit head protection system intro-
duced in March 2018. “Honestly, I feel very 
fortunate,” said Hamilton. “Thank God for 
the halo, that ultimately, I think, saved me, 
and saved my neck. I don’t think I’ve ever 
been hit on the head by a car before and 
it’s quite a shock for me, because I don’t 
know if you’ve seen the image, but my 
head really is quite far forward. And I’ve 
been racing a long, long time, so I’m so, so 
grateful that I’m still here.” 

Verstappen was blamed by the Monza 
stewards for the dramatic airborne crash 
with Hamilton. The Red Bull driver, who 
leads Hamilton by five points in the 
Formula One standings but must now serve 
a three-place grid penalty at the Russian 
Grand Prix in a fortnight’s time, had tried to 
muscle past Hamilton who had just 

rejoined the track after a pit stop on lap 26. 
But Verstappen’s car, pushed onto the 

sausage kerb at the Turn One chicane, 
ended up with its back wheel rolling over 
the top of his rival’s Mercedes. The halo 
protected Hamilton’s head. Mercedes team 
principal Toto Wolff had once threatened 
to take a chainsaw to the safety system if 
he could, because of its weight. But he 
struck a different tone after watching 
Hamilton escape unscathed. “The champi-
onship was good fun up until now, but we 
saw the halo save Lewis’ life today. We 
don’t want to see someone seriously hurt,” 
Wolff said in Monza. 

 
Highly divisive 

The halo, a thong-like titanium and car-
bon fiber structure above the cockpit 
weighing less than 10kg and capable of 
resisting two tons, was highly divisive 
when it was introduced. Team principals, 
drivers and fans were split over whether it 
was the right safety solution when it made 
its debut ahead of the 2018 season opener 
at the Melbourne Grand Prix. After years 

of research and development, motorsport’s 
governing body, the FIA, settled on the 
halo to protect drivers from flying debris 
following the deaths of Jules Bianchi, who 
died nine months after crashing at the 2014 
Japanese Grand Prix, and Justin Wilson, 
who was killed in an IndyCar race in the 
US the following year. 

Motor racing purists were aghast 
because they say grand prix racing is sup-
posed to be an open-cockpit formula. 
Other fans moan it is just plain ugly and 
some drivers have complained it restricts 
vision. Hamilton, speaking in Melbourne 
after the halo’s introduction in 2018, said: 
“We have known for some time it was 
coming and I think after a few races we 
will forget it is even there.” The halo is the 
latest in a long list of Formula One safety 
measures introduced in the wake of 
Ayrton Senna’s death in 1994. 

That year saw the cockpit length-
ened and reinforced and the suspension 
strengthened. The next season, 1995, 
brought higher norms for crash tests. In 
1996, the protection round the driver’s 
head was reinforced and two years later 
the wheels were attached to the car by 
tethers to stop them flying off. A head 
and neck support system (HANS), 
which attached the helmet to the shoul-
ders and is designed to protect the 

spine, was introduced in 2003. It was 
followed in 2018 by the halo to protect 
a driver’s head. 

French driver Romain Grosjean had a 
spectacular crash at the Bahrain Formula 
One race last year, but survived thanks to 
what he said was the halo. “I wasn’t for the 
halo some years ago, but I think it’s the 

greatest thing we brought to Formula 1 
and without it I wouldn’t be able to speak 
to you today,” Grosjean said at the time. 
George Russell, who will join Hamilton at 
Mercedes next season, also credited the 
halo with saving him from serious injury 
after he was hit by a bouncing wheel in 
the Belgian Grand Prix last year. —  AFP  

Once-controversial halo hailed after 
Hamilton escapes serious injury

MONZA: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton (left) and Red Bull’s Dutch driver 
Max Verstappen collide during the Italian Formula One Grand Prix at the Autodromo 
Nazionale circuit in Monza, on Sunday. — AFP


