
LOS ANGELES: Patrick Mahomes rallied Kansas
City with two fourth-quarter touchdown passes as
the Chiefs launched their NFL season with a
thrilling 33-29 victory over the Cleveland Browns.
The Chiefs, who are trying to get to a third straight
Super Bowl after winning it all in 2020 and falling
to Tampa Bay last season, trailed all day in front of
home fans at Arrowhead Stadium, where quarter-
back Baker Mayfield and the Browns took a 29-20
lead in the final period before Mahomes unleashed
his magic.

With 10:10 left to play, Mahomes hit Tyreek Hill
for a 75-yard touchdown that cut the deficit to two
points. Barely more than three minutes later,
Mahomes fired an eight-yard, third-down scoring
pass to Travis Kelce to put the Chiefs up for the first
time, 33-29. “You love his attitude because he
always feels like we’re in it,” Chiefs coach Andy
Reid said of Mahomes. “He does such a great job
with the guys around him. He’s a great communica-
tor during tough times on the sideline.”

A two-point conversion attempt failed, but the
Chiefs were still able to hold on for the win, corner-
back Mike Hughes intercepting Mayfield to end the
Browns’ final drive. The Chiefs outscored the
Browns 23-7 in the second half, Mahomes finishing
with 337 yards on 27-of-36 passing with three TDs.

Reigning NFL Most Valuable Player Aaron
Rodgers’ season, meanwhile, got off to a rocky
start. The veteran Green Bay quarterback, who
mulled retirement in the offseason before opting
to return to the Packers despite tension with his
longtime team, endured the worst margin of
defeat in his NFL career in a 38-3 loss to the New
Orleans Saints.

Rodgers threw for only 133 yards and two
interceptions before Jordan Love, the team’s first-
round draft pick in 2020, took over in the fourth
quarter of the blowout loss. “We played bad. I
played bad,” Rodgers said, but added: “One game.
We’ve got 16 to go.”

The Saints didn’t miss a beat as they played their
first game since talismanic quarterback Drew Brees
retired. They were also playing their would-be
home opener in Jacksonville, Florida, because of
damage from Hurricane Ida in Louisiana.

Saints quarterback Jameis Winston threw five
touchdowns and said the win was for fans back in
New Orleans still struggling in the aftermath of Ida.
“That was for the city,” Winston said. “We did that
for them. We knew how much it would mean to get
a great victory for that region.”

Rough ride for Lawrence
Elsewhere, Trevor Lawrence’s NFL career got off

to a losing start as the Jacksonville Jaguars suffered
a season-opening 37-21 mauling by the Houston
Texans. Number one draft pick Lawrence, one of
the most highly rated college quarterbacks in years,
was intercepted three times as the Jaguars were

outplayed by a Texans line-up missing DeShaun
Watson, who is battling sexual assault allegations.

With Watson sidelined, it was left to Texans back-
up quarterback Tyrod Taylor to lead the AFC South
side to a comfortable win. Taylor threw for 291 yards
with two touchdowns and no interceptions as the
Texans made a winning start to the season. Lawrence
meanwhile finished with three touchdowns and 332
passing yards from 28-of-51 completions.

In other action, the Pittsburgh Steelers jolted the
Super Bowl hopeful Buffalo Bills with a 23-16 victo-
ry on the road. The Bills, aiming to build on a suc-
cessful 2020 campaign which saw them reach the
AFC Championship game, started smoothly as they
edged into a 10-0 lead at half-time.

But Ben Roethlisberger’s pass to Diontae
Johnson for a touchdown at the start of the fourth
quarter helped the Steelers take a 13-10 lead and
then a blocked punt recovered by Ulysees Gilbert
III in the end zone put Pittsburgh 10 points clear.
Evan McPherson kicked a 38-yard field goal in
overtime to give the Cincinnati Bengals a 27-24 vic-
tory over the Minnesota Vikings.

In Detroit, the San Francisco 49ers held off a
furious late rally from the Lions and new quarter-
back Jared Goff to claim a 41-33 victory. Matthew
Stafford, the former Lions quarterback traded to the
Los Angeles Rams for Goff, made a winning start
for his new team, throwing for 321 yards with three
touchdowns in a 34-14 victory over the Chicago
Bears. Stafford unleased a 67-yard TD pass to Van
Jefferson on his opening drive to give the Rams a
lead they would never relinquish. He also connected
with Cooper Kupp and Matthew Woods with scor-
ing passes. — AFP
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Onus on sport to
confront online
racism head on,
says expert
PARIS: Sport cannot use the excuse that racism
is “a societal issue” when it comes to stars suf-
fering social media abuse, a leading figure at a
global strategic consultancy has told AFP. Radha
Balani, a director at thinkBeyond, which focuses
on utilizing sport for social good, said social
media companies merely suspending the trolls’
accounts was little more than a “sticking plaster”
on the problem.

And she urged federations and clubs to take
a hard look at the values of companies and
brands before signing sponsorship deals.
England footballers Bukayo Saka, Jadon Sancho
and Marcus Rashford were the target of racist
abuse after they missed penalties in the shootout
with Italy in the Euro 2020 final in July.

The majority came from accounts within the
United Kingdom but one of the abusers was
from Saudi Arabia. He had his Instagram account
suspended for just 24 hours and told the BBC
this week he deserved a longer ban.

Balani, who in her career has worked for US
tennis legend Billie Jean King and World Rugby
among others, said the British government
should be labelling this abuse as hate crimes.
“What is the UK Government going to challenge
Twitter to (change) its regulations that allow for
hate crimes to go unpunished in any meaningful
way?” she told AFP.

It is sport, though, that Balani believes must
also take a stronger stance. “Sport has its role to
play. It cannot hide behind saying racism is a
societal issue — sport is part of society and it
doesn’t exist in a vacuum,” she said. “Sport has
many levers it can pull on to make a positive
impact — it’s already doing some of these, but
more depth, intentionality and bravery is required
in order for wide-ranging, sustainable impact to
come about. Sport is not magic, it won’t change
things unless we pull on those levers.”

Balani said one of those levers comes from
the athletes themselves raising awareness of
issues and lobbying for change. “Taking the
knee is part of this, as is Naomi Osaka’s use of
face masks,” she said. At least year’s US Open,
Osaka sported face masks bearing the names of
individuals who had died of alleged police or
racist violence in the United States.

‘Utterly disgusting’
Balani said that while Osaka’s actions and the

England men’s and women’s football teams tak-
ing the knee could have an impact, professional
sport and governing bodies “must also hold
brands and businesses to account when racist
action is seen.” She pointed to the monkey
chants directed at black England players in
Budapest when they played against Hungary in a
World Cup qualifier last month. “FIFA punishing
Hungary is one thing, but will FIFA use its influ-
ence and power to challenge the Hungarian gov-
ernment to hold itself and its citizens to
account?” Balani said. 

She said clubs and federations should carefully
study the values of potential sponsors before
signing up. “Who are we buying from in our sup-
ply chain? What are their values and policies?”
she said. “By investing, buying in from them, are
we further embedding institutionalized racism or
are we allowing diverse, equitable and inclusive
businesses and organizations to thrive, and there-
fore impacting both sport and society?” — AFP
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KANSAS CITY: Quarterback Patrick Mahomes #15 of the Kansas City Chiefs carries the ball into the end zone
for a touchdown during the game against the Cleveland Browns at Arrowhead Stadium on Sunday in Kansas
City, Missouri. —AFP

Texans, Steelers,
49ers, Rams win

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles hurler
Max Scherzer flirted with perfection
Sunday as he became the 19th Major
League Baseball pitcher to record
3,000 career strikeouts in the
Dodgers 8-0 victory over the San
Diego Padres. Scherzer, 37, reached
the 3,000 strikeout milestone when he
fanned Eric Hosmer on a full-count
changeup for the second out of the
fifth inning.

But it would be Hosmer who broke
up Scherzer’s bid for a rare perfect
game with one out in the eighth inning.
Hosmer belted a changeup to the right-
field warning track — out of the reach
of speedy outfielder Mookie Betts —
for a double. That ended Scherzer’s bid
for MLB’s first perfect game since
Seattle’s Felix Hernandez threw the
23rd perfecto on August 15, 2012.

The nine-year drought without a
perfect game — in which a pitcher

retires every batter he faces — is the
longest in the major leagues since the
dry spell from 1968-1981. But
Scherzer had plenty to celebrate even
without a perfect game or the third
no-hitter of his career. He joined for-
mer teammate Justin Verlander as the
only active pitchers to reach 3,000
strikeouts. He needed just 66 pitches
to record six perfect innings — that
included striking out the side on nine
pitches in the second for the third
“immaculate inning” of his career.

“It’s hard to describe the emotion,”
said Scherzer, who was able to cele-
brate his strikeout milestone with his
wife and small children as well as his
parents at Dodger Stadium — which
he has called home only since a July
30 trade from the Washington
Nationals. “To me this is a testament
to durability, to me going out there
making my 30-plus starts a year,

year-in, year-out.”
Scherzer, a three-time Cy Young

Award winner, is now in the hunt for
a fourth award for the league’s top
pitcher. He is 6-0 in eight starts as a
Dodger with a 0.88 earned run aver-

age and 71 strikeouts in 51 innings.
His ERA for the season is a major
league-leading 2.17, a smidge in front
of Milwaukee’s Corbin Burnes (2.25)
and Dodgers teammate Walker
Buehler (2.32). — AFP

Mahomes sparks Chiefs
comeback in season opener

Rodgers’ NFL season off to rocky start as Saints pummel Packers 

LOS ANGELES: Max Scherzer #31 of the Los Angeles Dodgers tips his hat after
throwing his 3000th career strikeout in the fifth inning against the San Diego
Padres at Dodger Stadium on Sunday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Near-perfect Scherzer notches
3,000th career strikeout


