
PARIS: “Insane” - that was teenager Barbara
Stowe’s reaction 50 years ago when her parents
and the other founders of Greenpeace decided
that they would send a boat to halt US nuclear
tests. But their conviction won over Stowe and her
brother Robert, who witnessed these pathbreak-
ing meetings in the family home in Vancouver to
send a ship to Amchitka in Alaska.

“I have to say that my dad, my parents, the
Bohlens, Bob Hunter, Ben Metcalfe, they were
visionaries, they were empowered with the idea
which is somewhat crazy that a single individual
or a small group of individuals can actually effect
change that can change the world,” said Robert
Stowe, a 66-year-old neurologist. “For them it was
partly an issue of the fact they felt they had to
take a stand, regardless
of whether or not it
would be effective.”

On Sept 15, 1971, a
crew of 12 Canadians and
Americans who had left
their country after the
Vietnam war, set out
from Vancouver Island in
an 80-foot boat called
the Phyll is  Cormack,
which was renamed
Greenpeace. Their mis-
sion was to steam to the Aleutian is land of
Amchitka and protest, or even prevent, the deto-
nation of an underground nuclear test.

The boat didn’t make it to Amchitka. US presi-
dent Richard Nixon delayed the test and the crew
were arrested in the Aleutian port of Akutan by
the US Coastguard on a technicality. At this time
Greenpeace - now one of the best known names
worldwide - was called Don’t Make a Wave but a
name change was decided at a meeting to flesh

out the daring and unprecedented mission to
Alaska.

‘A green peace’ 
“Bill Darnell was leaving the meeting and my dad

flashed the peace sign, and Bill said ‘make it a green
peace’,” Robert Stowe said. “Barbara and I were
arguing with him at the breakfast table saying
‘Come on dad, Greenpeace is no word’. He said ‘No
I think that’s it’. “That’s how the name was formed.
Initially it was two words, but when we had the but-
tons (badges) printed, the space between the two
words was taken out.”

Barbara Stowe, a 65-year-old writer, said her
first reaction to the Alaska mission was “This is
insane. “And then I saw it could be done,” she said.

“My father said we’ll have
a rock concert and again I
thought it was insane. But
when he got Joni Mitchell
and raised 17,000
(Canadian) dollars (to rent
the boat), I had to start
seeing that the impossible
could be done and it was
really exciting seeing the
energy rise.”

‘Pacifism is a discipline’ 
The boat was intercepted by the US

Coastguard and the mission foiled but the media
coverage and the “mindbomb” paid off for
Greenpeace, which has now added global warming
to its long list of campaign battles. Robert Stowe
said the Quaker principles and unshakeable faith
that helped shape the movement had paid rich div-
idends. “If you have deep conviction that some-
thing is wrong and needs to be stopped or
changed, and speak from the heart, people will lis-

ten to you,” he said. “We have maintained our
activism over the years although perhaps not as
intensely as when we were teenagers,” Stowe
admitted. “I’m really moved by the action of
Greenpeace activists in countries like China or
Russia, where they risk long jail sentences.”

Barbara Stowe underscored the institution’s
underlying commitment to non-violence. “Pacifism
is a discipline, difficult to apply when you’re young

but the minute you use violence it’s going to come
back against you,” she said. When the French
secret service “bombed the Rainbow Warrior to
the bottom of the Auckland harbor and killed the
photographer Fernando Pereira, that gave
Greenpeace the biggest boost it ever had, its pop-
ularity rose enormously,” she said, of the infamous
July 10, 1985 operation against the Greenpeace
vessel. —AFP

Global warming added to group’s long list of campaign battles

Greenpeace: An ‘insane’ vision 
that took flight 50 years ago

AMSTERDAM: A picture shows a flag at the headquarters of the NGO Greenpeace on Sept 10, 2021 ahead of the
50th anniversary of the group’s founding. —AFP

Malaysian PM, 
opposition in deal 
to boost stability
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s new government
signed an agreement to cooperate with the opposi-
tion yesterday in exchange for a promise of
reforms, a bid to bring stability after intense politi-
cal turbulence. Less than a month after taking
office following the collapse of his predecessor’s
short-lived government, Prime Minister Ismail Sabri
Yaakob has extended an olive branch to his rivals.

The new administration’s arrival has lowered the
political temperature - at least in the short term -
and fuelled hopes that officials will be able to focus
on fighting a serious coronavirus outbreak. Ismail
Sabri and representatives of the opposition, led by

Anwar Ibrahim, signed the agreement in parliament,
as the legislature convened yesterday for the first
time since the new premier took power.

The premier said in a statement that his admin-
istration and the Pact of Hope opposition alliance
had made “national history” with the deal. It cov-
ers areas including fighting COVID-19, parliamen-
tary reform, ensuring judicial independence,
among other things, and is aimed at helping to “put
aside political differences”, the statement said.
There were few immediate further details.

Ismail Sabri had previously proposed reforms
including a law to block political defections, and limit-
ing the premier’s term to 10 years, although it was not
clear if these would be included. The premier has only
a slim majority in parliament, and the deal will help to
shore up his support. In his opening address to par-
liament, the king, Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah,
said he “appreciated the efforts towards realizing a
new bipartisan approach involving all sides, that will
build a new political landscape”. —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s King Sultan Abdullah Sultan
Ahmad Shah receives documents from Prime Minister
Ismail Sabri Yaakob during the opening ceremony of
the 14th parliamentary sessions yesterday. —AFP

Vaccinated Sydney 
residents picnic as 
lockdown relaxed
SYDNEY: Virus lockdown rules were relaxed for
fully vaccinated people in Sydney yesterday, with
small groups allowed to meet for picnics for the first
time in months. Families and friends gathered in
parks and at beaches, reuniting 11 weeks after an
outbreak of the Delta variant brought Australia’s
biggest city to a virtual standstill.

The rules remain strict, with just five fully vacci-
nated people allowed to gather outdoors for up to
an hour, while tougher rules are in place for virus
hotspots. Across Sydney, a five-kilometer travel lim-
it remains in place. Though only a slight easing of
restrictions, carer Lisa Doyle welcomed the change,
saying it would make lockdown “a lot easier”. “I

think with the restrictions easing today it gives me
greater peace of mind that we can go out and we’re
allowed to get together,” she told AFP.

Stay-at-home orders are set to be lifted for the
fully vaccinated across Sydney and surrounding
New South Wales state when the double-dose vac-
cination rate hits 70 percent - likely in October
based on current trends. Damien Carr, who is semi-
retired, said the rule change was “great”, but like
many was looking forward to the day when more
rules are lifted.

“I can catch up and be with more mates but I’d
love to see both my kids. I haven’t been able to see
my daughter in over two months and she only lives
10 kilometers from here. That’s actually been the
toughest thing for me in the lockdown, I think for a
lot of people, just not being able to see your family.
Whether they are 20 kilometers away or 2,000
kilometers, it’s tough.”

Sydney residents are cautiously hoping the rule
changes signal the beginning of the end of 18
months of on-off restrictions. “Most people I know,

they want to go to restaurants, they want to cele-
brate, they want to have birthdays,” Carr told AFP.
“I think it will be a huge party but I don’t think
we’re out of it.” —AFP

SYDNEY: Residents jog along the Sydney Harbor yes-
terday after some relaxations in COVID-19 restrictions
by New South Wales state. —AFP
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In Tajikistan, Afghan 
exiles fear for loved 
ones left behind
DUSHANBE: Loud, patriotic music at recent independ-
ence day celebrations in the capital of Tajikistan was of
little solace to Abdulbashir Yusufi, still reeling from the
Taleban’s takeover of his country, neighboring
Afghanistan. Yusufi escaped to the mountainous
Central Asian country on Afghanistan’s doorstep last
month, securing last-minute visas and flights for his
family, just as the Taleban arrived at the gates of Kabul.

As the high-tempo music played in a central square
of Dushanbe, the 43-year-old explained that his friends
and relatives faced death at the hands of the Taleban in

Panjshir, the last province to fall to the group. “I’m so
worried for them,” Yusufi, a former resident of the
northern city Mazar-e-Sharif, told AFP. A doctor who
worked with the German army and a British pharma-
ceutical firm before that, Yusufi says he cannot contem-
plate a return home with his family. “If we go back to
Afghanistan there is a threat to our lives,” he explained.

Rather than remain in Tajikistan, Yusufi is hoping to
be granted refuge in the West. The Taleban’s rapid
sweep of Afghanistan as foreign troops drew down
after 20 years sparked a frenzied exodus - particularly
among Afghans who worked alongside foreign mili-
taries - that centered on the airport in Kabul.

Tajikistan, a secretive and authoritarian ex-Soviet
state close to Russia and China, has not provided fig-
ures for the number of Afghans who have arrived there
since the Taleban began its takeover in May. But
Interior Minister Ramazon Hamro Rahimzoda said ear-
lier this month that the country could not admit around

80 Afghan families camping out on its border with
Afghanistan, saying it lacked the infrastructure to
house them.

Tajik leader Emomali Rakhmon then criticized inter-
national institutions for their “indifference” to the fate
of Afghans, but he made no commitments to house
refugees in his own country. For Afghans who have
made it to Tajikistan, the government’s notable anti-
Taleban positioning might be a good sign.

While other neighboring countries, like Uzbekistan,
began developing ties with the Taleban long ago, Tajik
authorities have repeatedly criticized the group and
refused to engage with it. Strongman Rakhmon has
complained of the build-up of “terrorist groups” on
Tajikistan’s southern border since the Taleban gained
control of it. He has bestowed posthumous honors on
anti-Taleban commander Ahmad Shah Massoud and
late former president of Afghanistan Burhanuddin
Rabbani. —AFP
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News in brief

Vietnamese found in truck

HANOI: Fifteen people including a seven-year-
old boy have been found inside a refrigerated
truck in Vietnam after they tried to escape
areas of the south badly hit by COVID-19, state
media said yesterday. On Sunday police in Binh
Thuan province discovered the group of 15
inside a vehicle that had aroused suspicion as it
tried to pass a virus checkpoint on its way
north, Ho Chi Minh City’s Phap Luat online
newspaper said. —AFP 

Unwell Suu Kyi skips hearing

YANGON: Ousted Myanmar leader Aung San
Suu Kyi skipped the resumption of her coron-
avirus-delayed trial in a junta court because she
felt ill, her lawyer said yesterday. Her trial on
charges she violated coronavirus restrictions
during elections her party won last year, and for
illegally importing walkie-talkies, was due to
resume yesterday after a two-month pause. But
Suu Kyi returned home after a pre-hearing
meeting with her legal team as she had “car
sickness”, her lawyer Min Min Soe said. —AFP 

Gunmen free 240 inmates 

ABUJA: Heavily armed gunmen stormed a jail in
Nigeria’s central Kogi state overnight, freeing
scores of inmates, a prison authority
spokesman said yesterday. It was unclear who
the gunmen were but central and northwest
Nigeria have been terrorized by criminal gangs
for years. “The medium Security Custodial
Centre in Kabba, Kogi State, has been attacked
by yet to be identified gunmen and 240 inmates
forcefully released,” Nigeria’s correctional
service spokesman Francis Enobore said in a
statement. —AFP 

Abducted students freed 

ABUJA: Nigerian gunmen have freed dozens of
schoolchildren kidnapped earlier this month in
northwest Zamfara State, according to a local
government source and a video showing state
officials with the children. The release of the
Kaya school students on Sunday came after the
army began a crackdown on criminal gangs in
the state and local authorities shut down tele-
coms in Zamfara to disrupt communications
between armed groups. —AFP 

Fresh hearings in Liberia trial

MONROVIA: New witnesses testified yester-
day in a war crimes case in Liberia’s capital, a
police investigator said, in the latest stage of a
landmark trial  against ex-rebel Gibri l
Massaquoi. The hearing before a Finnish court
marks the second time its judges have travelled
to Monrovia in the case against Massaquoi,
who is accused of committing rape and ritual
murder during Liberia’s brutal civil war. A
Sierra Leone national, Massaquoi was a senior
commander of the Revolutionary United Front
(RUF). —AFP

Peru’s dilemma 
over body of 
Maoist guerrilla 
LIMA: Peruvian officials faced a dilemma Sunday
over what to do with the body of Abimael
Guzman, the late founder of the brutal Shining
Path guerrilla group, amid concerns his remains
could be a rallying point for supporters. Guzman,

leader of the group that spread terror across Peru
in the 1980s and 1990s, died on Saturday in a mil-
itary prison, aged 86.

By law, prisoner’s remains should be turned over
to a direct relative, but Guzman had none except his
wife Elena Iparraguirre, the Shining Path’s former
second-in-command, who is also serving a life sen-
tence for terrorism. Iparraguirre has given power of
attorney to former prison mate Iris Quinonez to
retrieve the body for burial. The public prosecutor’s
office in the city of Callao said Sunday afternoon
the petition to release the body “will be evaluated in
the next hours.”

It said Guzman died of pneumonia and his body
is being held in the city morgue under police guard
awaiting a legal ruling. There is widespread support
for Guzman’s body to be cremated and the ashes
spread in the Pacific Ocean, lest a gravesite serve as
a rallying point for supporters.

“The remains of this genocidal killer should not
be delivered to relatives, and since his wife can’t
receive them because she’s imprisoned, the logical
and reasonable step would be to cremate the body
and throw the ashes in the sea,” political analyst
Fernando Rospigliosi told AFP. “No place of wor-
ship should be created for his followers.” —AFP


