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News in brief

Kuwait ruling family denies
leadership academy rumors

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s ruling Al-Sabah family
denied yesterday media reports alleging it
seeks to establish a special academy that
would help prepare its members for leader-
ship roles, saying such plans are not even
under consideration. Ruling family members
do not enjoy any special privileges and are
entitled to the same rights as ordinary citi-
zens, said the family’s acting deputy council
chief Dr Salem Jaber Al-Sabah. 

COVID patients in
ICUs down to 32

KUWAIT:  The number of  COVID-19
patients in intensive care units has dropped
to 32 yesterday from 36 the previous day,
according to the Ministry of Health. Kuwait’s
dai ly  coronavirus  cases  rose by 58 to
410,842, while deaths increased by one to
2,432, the Health Ministry said yesterday.
The number of patients in COVID-19 wards
stood yesterday at 89, while another 1,148
are receiving regular treatment, ministry
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said
yesterday. Some 14,661 swab tests were
conducted over the past 24 hours, taking the
total to 3.9 million as of yesterday, he noted.
Meanwhi le , tota l  recover ies  reached
407,262 as  117 f resh recover ies  were
announced yesterday.

Smart meters
in one week

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and
Water is a week away from launching the
first stage of smart electric meters in the
presence of Minister of  Electr icity and
Water and Renewable Energy Mashaan Al-
Otaibi. The ministry considers the smart
meter project a solution to two most impor-
tant problems it faces - power and water
wastage and not paying dues on time, Al-
Qabas Arabic daily reported yesterday. The
first stage will see 90,000 meters installed
in  Sa lmiya, fo l lowed by Hawal ly  and
Farwaniya, as these are the areas where
investment residence and commercial activi-
ties are concentrated, in addition to high
consumption.

Nearly 18K arrive
from Egypt, India

KUWAIT: A week after the resumption of
direct flights between Kuwait and each of
India and Egypt, informed sources at the
Directorate  Genera l  o f  C iv i l  Aviat ion
(DGCA) said airport traffic is smooth and
according to plan without any problems.
Increasing the capacity to 10,000 passen-
gers daily contributed to operating direct
flights after lifting a travel ban on many
countries, the sources told Al-Rai Arabic
daily. They said that last week there were
89 flights from Egypt and 85 from India.
The number of passengers on these flights
were 10,261 from Egypt and 7,582 from
India. The sources said airport employees
apply health protocols on all passengers
without exceptions, adding that no passen-
ger will be allowed into Kuwait unless all
conditions are met.

KUWAIT: A woman jumped to her death from
Jaber Causeway yesterday in a case that Kuwait
police are investigating as a suicide. Firemen
headed to the scene in response to an emergency
call reporting that a woman jumped from the
bridge. Shuwaikh and Salmiya sea rescue men
recovered the woman’s dead body from the waters,
Kuwait Fire Force said in a statement. The woman
was not identified in the statement, and the motive
was not immediately known either as the case
remains under investigation.

This is the first docu-
mented successful suicide
case on the suspended
bridge to be reported by
authorities in Kuwait since
the causeway was inaugu-
rated two years ago.
However, there has been
several reported unsuc-
cessful suicide attempts
from the bridge in the
past. In July, the Interior
Ministry said that a traffic
policeman had stopped a woman from jumping from
the causeway in an apparent suicide attempt.

The Traffic Department had published a video
showing a police officer stepping in and catching a
woman while she was trying to climb off the bridge,
bringing her back to safety before he and other
officers are seen attending to her in her car. The
officer was on patrol on the causeway when he
approached the vehicle that had stopped on the
side of the road, as seen in the video which is dated
on July 19th. He checked on the driver then waited
for the vehicle to move, but instead the woman
walked out of the car and approached the railing,

then he ran towards her and caught her while she
started climbing it.

Yesterday’s incident follows a string of reported
suicide cases in Kuwait recently. A local report a
couple of days ago had indicated that police
opened an investigation in the death of a man who
allegedly committed suicide in his family’s home in
Abdullah Al-Mubarak. Preliminary investigations
indicated that the 27-year-old Kuwaiti man died by
hanging inside his room. In the meantime, a similar
investigation was opened in the death of a Hawally

resident who had allegedly
committed suicide by
jumping. According to the
police report, the 26-year-
old Indian man leaped
from a 10th floor apart-
ment in a building in the
area in the early hours of
Saturday morning. The
man was going through
financial troubles that had
likely driven him to end his
life, according to prelimi-

nary investigations.

Human trafficking
In other news, Residency Affairs Department

detectives arrested a wanted Arab resident run-
ning a bogus domestic help office under the guise
of a cleaning company and used in a suspected
human trafficking scheme, the Interior Ministry
announced yesterday. The man was arrested along
with 26 helpers, all in violation of the residency
law, from a hotel apartment in Salmiya. A point-of-
sale machine and receipts were confiscated. All
those involved were referred to concerned author-

ities, the ministry noted.
Last week, a local report indicated that the pub-

lic prosecution ordered the arrest of several Kuwaiti
citizens who brought in 400 expats of various
nationalities to supposedly work at five “nonexis-
tent” hotels, in what is considered the largest human
trafficking case in the country. The prosecution’s
order was made after immigration detectives
learned about the visas used to bring in workers for
the bogus hotels. The workers confessed to paying
KD 1,500 each to come to Kuwait. Detectives were
instructed to intensify their investigations after dis-
covering the use of a Kuwaiti woman’s signature,
although she is out of the country for a long time, as
documents were forged without her knowledge.

Woman leaps to death from
Kuwait’s Jaber Causeway

First reported suicide off bridge since inauguration

Motive
unknown as
case under

investigation

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Force said four fire stations battled a blaze in a storage area in Amghara at dawn yesterday. Firemen found the warehouses contained lum-
ber, electronic devices and various other items. Eighty firemen fought the fire and kept it from spreading. KFF indicated that the fire occurred in three storage
buildings covering an area of 2,500 square meters. Investigations were launched to determine the cause of the fire.

Eighty firemen battle massive Amghara blaze

NEW YORK: The 76th UN General Assembly will
focus on the ramifications of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic on the world as well as
finding balanced means to distribute vaccines
globally, said a Kuwait diplomat yesterday. Arab
officials would focus in their participation on try-
ing to solve crises and issues pertaining to the
Middle East  especial ly the pl ight of  the
Palest inian people Kuwait ’s  Permanent
Representative to the UN headquarters in New
York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi indicated in
a statement to the press. World leaders will bring
upon the most important current issues namely
the developments in Afghanistan in addition to
the 2021 United Nations Cl imate Change
Conference in Glasgow, Scotland, in November,
said the Ambassador.

This year’s General Assembly will allow leaders
and top f igures to return to meetings on

September 21-27 in person or pre-record their
speeches as was the case last year, indicated
Ambassador Otaibi. He revealed that the General
Assembly, presided over by the President of the
current sessions the Maldives, would be held
under the theme “Building resilience through
hope - to recover from COVID-19, rebuild sus-
tainability, respond to the needs of the planet,
respect the rights of people, and revitalize the
United Nations”. He added that an estimated 70
to 90 heads of states and governments as well as
foreign ministers would be taking part in the
meetings. He pointed out that the Kuwaiti delega-
tion will be headed by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and will include Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs and Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr.
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad amongst others.

Kuwait’s speech, to be delivered by the Prime

Minister, will be on September 24th and it will
touch on issues of multifaceted themes, the
Ambassador affirmed that the Kuwaiti delegation
will be holding a multitude of sideline meetings
including heading the consultative meeting for the
Arab foreign ministers at the headquarters of the
Kuwaiti mission. He said that the UN General
Secretariat would announce the schedule for
meetings and participation soon. —KUNA

General Assembly to focus on COVID-19 
ramifications, vaccine: Kuwait’s envoy

Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi

Kuwait, World Bank 
ink partnership memo
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister and Minister
of State for Economic and Investment Affairs
Khalifa Hamadah and Regional Director of the
World Bank for Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf
Countries Esam Abo-Sulaiman signed yesterday a
memorandum of partnership. The document is
complementary to Kuwait Vision 2035 and the
national development plan 2021-2025, according
to a press release from the Ministry of Finance.
During his meeting with Abo-Sulaiman, the minis-
ter lauded the distinguished relations the State of
Kuwait and the World Bank Group maintained
over the last six decades.

Meanwhile, World Bank Group’s representa-
tive appreciated Kuwait’s contributions to the
enhancement of the relationship. He said the
World Bank Group was ready to share experi-
ence with Kuwait and help the Kuwaiti cadres
realize the targets of Kuwait Vision 2035 and the

national plan 2021-2025, the statement noted.
Also attending the meet ing were Resident
Representative of the WB Office in Kuwait
Ghassan Alkhoja , President  of  the General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning

and Development Dr Khaled Mahdi, Director of
the Finance Ministry’s Department of Arab and
Gulf Economic Cooperation Talal Al-Nemsh and
Director  of  the National  Debt Department
Abdulaziz Al-Mullah. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister Khalifa Hamadah (left) and the World Bank’s Regional Director Esam Abo-
Sulaiman sign the memorandum of partnership. —KUNA

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by Kuwait Fire Force yesterday shows firemen looking on as rescuers
remove a dead body from a rescue boat shortly after it was recovered from the waters.

This handout photo released by Kuwait Fire Force yes-
terday shows rescue boats carrying out a search fol-
lowing a report about a woman jumping from the
Jaber Causeway.


