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Foreign minister receives credentials 
of France’s ambassador, UNHCR envoy

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
received yesterday at the Foreign Ministry the 

credentials of France’s Ambassador to Kuwait 
Claire Le Flecher. The Foreign Minister wished 
the new ambassador success and progress in 
her work and wished further progress and pros-

perity to the bilateral ties between both nations. 
He also received the credentials of the repre-
sentat ive  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  H igh 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to Kuwait 

Nasreen Al-Rubaian. The minister wished her 
success in her work, and further progress and 
prosperity to the bilateral ties between Kuwait 
and UNHCR. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets France’s 
Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher. — KUNA photos
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Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah receives the credentials of the 
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 2012 also proved to be icy, with Zionist suspi-

cious of his Muslim Brotherhood’s close ties to 
Hamas. 

Sisi has again positioned Egypt as a regional 
bulwark of stability, echoing the frequent peace 
summits overseen by Mubarak before his ouster. 
Zionists and Egypt are two of Washington’s main 
allies in the Middle East and are the largest recipi-
ents of US military aid, and they have worked 
together on security issues. Sisi, in a 2019 interview 
on CBS, acknowledged Egypt’s army was working 
closely with Zionists in combating “terrorists” in 
the restive North Sinai. 

He underscored Cairo’s “wide range of coopera-
tion with the Zionists”. The relationship developed 
after Egypt regained sovereignty over the Sinai 
Peninsula, which Zionists occupied in the 1967 Six-

Day War. Egyptian forces have for years fought an 
insurgency in the Sinai, led mainly by a local affili-
ate of the Islamic State group. The two neighbors 
have also deepened their ties in the field of energy. 
Since last year, Egypt has received natural gas from 
Zionists to liquefy it and re-export it to Europe. 

Bennett’s visit follows on from a “long working 
relationship” that Sisi maintained with Netanyahu, 
said Shama, author of a book on Egypt’s foreign 
policy. The right-wing religious nationalist Bennett 
took office in June, ending Netanyahu’s 12 straight 
years as Zionist premier. “Cairo intends once again 
to signal to the Biden administration its indispensa-
ble role in stabilizing the Palestinian-Zionist con-
flict,” Shama said. 

Popular sentiment on the ground in Egypt has 
also toned down from being resolutely hostile 
towards Zionists, amid a more severe crackdown on 
dissent under Sisi. “Sisi has succeeded in taming 
the opposition and absorbing other political move-
ments,” said Cairo University political science pro-
fessor Mustapha Kamel Al-Sayyid. Zionists last 
year signed normalization deals with the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan under 
the aegis of Donald Trump’s administration. — AFP 
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 and secondary schools for fear children could 

catch COVID-19 and infect elderly relatives. “I want 
to go to school,” seven-year-old Kylie Larrobis said, 
complaining she cannot read after a year of online 
kindergarten in the tiny slum apartment in Manila 
she shares with six people. “I don’t know what a 
classroom looks like - I’ve never seen one.” 

Larrobis, who enters first grade this year, cries in 
frustration when she cannot understand her online 
lessons, which she follows on a smartphone, said her 
mother, Jessielyn Genel. Her misery is compounded 
by a ban on children playing outdoors. “What is 
happening is not good,” said Genel, who opposed a 
return to in-person classes while the Delta variant 
ripped through the country. 

A “blended learning” program involving online 
classes, printed materials and lessons broadcast on 
television and social media was launched last 
October. It has been plagued with problems: most 
students in the Philippines don’t have a computer or 
internet at home. 

More than 80 percent of parents are worried 
their children “are learning less”, said Isy Faingold, 
UNICEF’s education chief in the Philippines, citing a 
recent survey. Around two-thirds of them support 
the reopening of classrooms in areas where virus 
transmission is low. “Distance learning cannot 
replace the in-person learning,” Faingold said. 
“There was already a learning crisis before 
COVID... it’s going to be even worse.” 

Fifteen-year-olds in the Philippines were at or 
near the bottom in reading, mathematics and sci-
ence, according to OECD data. Most students 
attend public schools where large class sizes, out-
dated teaching methods, lack of investment in basic 
infrastructure such as toilets, and poverty have been 
blamed for youngsters lagging behind. Enrolments 
fell to 26.9 million in the 2020 school year and were 
down a further five million days before lessons 
restarted yesterday, according to official figures. 

Faingold fears many students may “never return”. 
“We hope in the next days the enrolments continue 

to accelerate,” Faingold said. Remote learning is 
also taking a toll on children’s mental health and 
development. “Long-term social isolation is closely 
related to loneliness and physiological illness in 
children,” said Rhodora Concepcion of the 
Philippine Society for Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry. “With the disruption of face-to-face 
learning and social interaction, regression in former-
ly mastered skills may be observed in children.” 

Petronilo Pacayra is worried about his sons, aged 
nine and 10. Like most children in the Philippines, 
they rely on the printed worksheets supplied by 
their school. “Their reading skills really deteriorat-
ed,” the 64-year-old single parent told AFP in the 
cramped and dimly-lit room they share. Pacayra 
helps them with their school work in between doing 
odd jobs to make ends meet. “I don’t like reading, I 
prefer to play with my mobile phone,” said his 
youngest child, nicknamed RJ, who is starting sec-
ond grade. 

Their school principal Josefina Almarez claimed 
“no children were left behind” in the first year of 
remote learning. But she admitted some “need spe-
cial attention”. Younger children were especially 
impacted by school closures, said Faingold, describ-
ing the early years of schooling as “foundational”. 
“If you don’t have a strong basis in numeracy and 
literacy it’s going to be very difficult to learn the 
other subjects that are part of the primary, second-
ary or even tertiary education,” he said. 

University of the Philippines education professor 
Mercedes Arzadon said it was “ridiculous” to keep 
schools shut indefinitely when other countries, 
including virus-ravaged Indonesia, had shown it 
was possible to reopen them safely. “Our youth’s 
future and well-being are at stake, and so is national 
development,” Arzadon said in a statement. An 
“optimistic scenario” was for schools in the 
Philippines to reopen next year, said Faingold. 

But that could depend on the pace of vaccina-
tions with only around 20 percent of the targeted 
population so far fully inoculated against COVID-
19. Children have not yet been included in the pro-
gram. Jessy Cabungcal, whose seven-year-old 
daughter is enrolled in a Manila private school and 
uses an iPad and desktop computer for online learn-
ing, agrees with Duterte’s decision to keep class-
rooms shut. She explained: “You could see he is 
afraid because he cannot assure us that the children 
will not catch the virus.”— AFP 
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“Taken as a whole, the currently available studies 

do not provide credible evidence of substantially 
declining protection against severe disease, which is 
the primary goal of vaccination,” said lead author 
Ana-Maria Henao-Restrepo, of the WHO. She said 
vaccine doses should be prioritized to people 
around the world still waiting for a jab.  

“If vaccines are deployed where they would do 
the most good, they could hasten the end of the 
pandemic by inhibiting further evolution of vari-
ants,” she added. Countries like France have started 
distributing third jabs to the elderly and people with 
compromised immune systems, while Zionist entity 
has gone further, offering children 12 and older a 

third dose five months after full vaccination. 
The Lancet study concluded that the current 

variants had not developed sufficiently to escape 
the immune response provided by vaccines current-
ly in use. The authors argue that if new virus muta-
tions did emerge that were able to evade this 
response, it would be better to deliver specially 
modified vaccine boosters aimed at newer variants, 
than those based on the existing vaccines. WHO 
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has called on 
countries to avoid giving out extra COVID jabs until 
the end of the year. 

The UN health agency has set a global target of 
seeing every country vaccinate at least 10 percent 
of its population by the end of this month, and at 
least 40 percent by the end of this year. It wants to 
see at least 70 percent of the world’s population 
vaccinated by the middle of next year. But Tedros 
complained that while almost all wealthy countries 
have hit the 10-percent mark, and more than 70 
percent have reached 40 percent, “not a single low-
income country has reached either target”. — AFP 
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infrastructure in Gaza-an impoverished territory 

of two million people-would receive a sorely needed 
upgrade, Lapid said in a speech at the Reichman 
University in Herzliya. 

“The electricity system will be repaired, gas will 

be connected, a water desalination plant will be built, 
significant improvements to the healthcare system 
and a rebuilding of housing and transport infrastruc-
ture will take place,” he said. “In exchange, Hamas 
will commit to long-term quiet,” he added, noting the 
international community would play a role in the 
process, especially Egypt, to Gaza’s south. 

“It won’t happen without the support and involve-
ment of our Egyptian partners and without their abil-
ity to talk to everyone involved,” Lapid said. “Any 
breach by Hamas will stop the process or set it 
back,” he warned. If the first stage were to go 
smoothly, Gaza would then see the construction of an 

artificial island off its coast that would allow the con-
struction of a port, and a “transportation link” 
between Gaza and the West Bank would be created. 

Lapid said he had presented the plan to “partners 
in the Arab world,” as well as to the United States, 
Russia and the European Union. “There is still work 
to do, we’re still on the drawing board, but if this plan 
has a chance to succeed and gains widespread sup-
port, I’ll propose it to the government as the official 
position,” he said. 

Just hours after Lapid’s remarks, the specter of 
renewed violence flared. The Zionist army said it had 
intercepted a rocket launched from Gaza towards 

southern Zionist entity, the third such incident in as 
many days. Overnight yesterday, Zionists returned 
the attack, its fighter jets striking four Hamas military 
compounds and a tunnel in the Palestinian enclave, 
the Zionist army said in a statement.  

There was no report of injuries, according to 
AFP’s team in Gaza. Zionists and Hamas fought their 
last full-scale war in May, the fourth since 2008. The 
conflict ended in an Egyptian-brokered ceasefire. 
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said in 
late May that Zionist air strikes on the territory had 
resulted in “the widespread destruction of civilian 
infrastructure”. —  AFP  
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