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Assembly committee, MoI 
discuss rights of bedoons

MP renews call to deport expats with psychiatric illness
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly committee on 
stateless people or bedoons yesterday discussed 
basic civil rights for thousands of bedoons with 
Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Al-Sabah and 
head of the bedoons’ central agency Saleh Al-
Fadhalah. Head of the committee MP Marzouk Al-
Khalifa said the minister expressed readiness to 
issue travel documents to bedoons who need med-
ical treatment and education abroad. 

But this needs legislation to allow the minister 
to issue such travel documents within the frame-
work of the law, said Khalifa. The lawmaker said 
the committee plans to hold regular weekly meet-
ings to debate how to provide bedoons their civil 
rights with various ministries and government 
agencies. He expressed hope that a number of leg-
islations will be issued shortly to resolve this 
humanitarian issue. 

Khalifa said that the committee also approved 
proposals to treat bedoon teachers, doctors and 
medical staff on equal footing with their counter-
parts from Gulf and Arab countries - especially 

with regards to wages and end of service indemni-
ties. The panel also approved another proposal 
calling to allow bedoons who served in the army 
and the police force to stay at so-called popular 
houses provided free of charge by the government 
even after retirement. 

In a related issue, MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari 
yesterday asked Education Minister Ali Al-Mudhaf 
why the Ministry has recruited teachers from out-
side the country while there are Kuwaiti and 
Bedoon graduates waiting for jobs in the country. 

In the meantime, MP Bader Al-Humaidi yester-
day renewed calls for deporting expats who have 
records with the psychiatric hospital, saying they 
pose danger to society. Humaidi said he had raised 
the issue several months ago, recalling that he had 
drawn the attention of authorities that about 
37,000 expats have records at the psychiatric hos-
pital. He had also called for deporting some of 
them. The lawmaker asked the Interior Minister 
how many of those expats had been deported. If 
the answer was negative, he asked the minister to 
state reasons for not deporting them even though 
they pose danger to society. 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti artist Maitham Abdal’s sculpture named ‘Spoon of Freedom’, to honor Palestinian prisoners 
who reportedly used a spoon to dig a tunnel from where they escaped from an Israeli maximum security 
prison, in his workshop in his home in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (right) meets with 
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in the Egyptian Red Sea resort town of 
Sharm El-Sheikh. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian men ride horses at the beach in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP 

CAIRO: Zionist’s Naftali Bennett met 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
yesterday, on the first visit to the North 
African country by a prime minister of the 
Jewish state in over a decade. Sisi was 
hosting Bennett in the Red Sea resort of 
Sharm El-Sheikh to discuss “efforts to 
revive the peace process” between the 
Zionists and Palestinians, presidential 
spokesman Bassam Radi. 

Egypt, the Arab world’s most populous 
country, in 1979 became the first Arab 
state to sign a peace treaty with Zionists, 

after decades of enmity. In May, it played 
a key role in brokering a ceasefire 
between Zionists and the Palestinian 
Islamist group Hamas that rules the Gaza 
Strip, after 11 days of deadly fighting. 
Egypt regularly receives leaders of Hamas 
as well as of its political rival the 
Palestinian Authority led by Mahmud 
Abbas, while maintaining strong diplomat-
ic, security and economic ties with 
Zionists. 

Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid on 
Sunday proposed improving living condi-
tions in Gaza and building new infrastruc-
ture in exchange for calm from Hamas, 
aiming to solve the “never-ending rounds 
of violence”. But “it won’t happen without 
the support and involvement of our 
Egyptian partners and without their ability 
to talk to everyone involved”, he said. 

Bennett’s visit comes about 10 days 

after Abbas was in Cairo for talks with Sisi. 
Yesterday’s talks mark “an important step 
in light of the growing security and eco-
nomic relations between the two countries, 
and their mutual concern over the situation 
in Gaza”, Cairo-based analyst Nael Shama 
said. It also fits with “Egypt’s plans to 
revive the political talks between Zionists 
and the Palestinian Authority”, he added. 

The last meeting between an Egyptian 
president and an Zionist premier dates 
back to January 2011 when Hosni Mubarak 
received Benjamin Netanyahu, weeks 
before Mubarak was toppled in a popular 
revolution. In the political turbulence that 
followed, relations between the two coun-
tries deteriorated as protests were staged 
outside the Zionist embassy in Cairo in 
2011. The one-year reign of Egypt’s 
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi from 
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MANILA: Classrooms in the Philippines were 
silent yesterday as millions of school children 
hunkered down at home for a second year of 
remote lessons that experts fear will worsen an 
educational “crisis”. While nearly every country 
in the world has partially or fully reopened 
schools to in-person classes, the Philippines has 
kept them closed since the start of the coron-
avirus pandemic, the UN says. 

President Rodrigo Duterte has so far reject-
ed proposals for a pilot reopening of primary 
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MANILA:  Petronilo Pacayra Sr signs school doc-
uments while his children (aged nine and ten) 
look on at their home in Quezon City, suburban 
Manila. —AFP 

The Philippines  
‘learning crisis’ 

SYDNEY: A health worker injects the first dose of Pfizer 
vaccine to a member of the local Sikh community 
inside a Glenwood Sikh Temple in Sydney. — AFP 

PARIS: Vaccines are effective enough at prevent-
ing severe COVID-19 that there is no current 
need for the general population to be given third 
doses, according to a report in The Lancet pub-
lished yesterday. Some countries have started 
offering extra doses over fears about the much 
more contagious Delta variant, causing the World 

Health Organization to call for a moratorium on 
third jabs amid concerns about vaccine supplies 
to poorer nations, where millions have yet to 
receive their first jab.  

But a report by scientists, including from the 
WHO, concluded that even with the threat of Delta, 
“booster doses for the general population are not 
appropriate at this stage in the pandemic”. The 
authors, who reviewed observational studies and 
clinical trials, found that vaccines remain highly 
effective against severe symptoms of COVID-19, 
across all the main virus variants including Delta, 
although they had lower success in preventing 
asymptomatic disease.  
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JERUSALEM: Zionist foreign minister 
has proposed improving living condi-
tions in Gaza in exchange for calm 
from the enclave’s Hamas Islamist lead-
ers, aiming to solve “never-ending 
rounds of violence” as the two sides 
exchanged fresh fire over the weekend.  

The plan, which includes infrastruc-
ture and employment benefits, aims to 
show Palestinians in the Zionist-block-

aded enclave that Hamas’s campaign of 
violence against Zionists is “why they 
live in conditions of poverty, scarcity, 
violence and high unemployment, 
without hope”, Yair Lapid said Sunday. 
He stressed that he was not calling for 
negotiations with Hamas, as “Zionist 
entity doesn’t speak to terror organi-
zations who want to destroy us”. 

Lapid, due to take over as premier 
in two years as part of a rotation 
agreement, conceded that his plan 
does not yet amount to official policy 
in Zionists’ eight-party coalition gov-
ernment, but said it had support from 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett. In the 
first stage of the plan, the  
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