
DUBAI: Seven years have passed since Houthi
rebels seized the Yemeni capital Sanaa in September
2014, sparking a war that has plunged the already
impoverished country into the world’s worst human-
itarian crisis. Despite diplomatic efforts to stop the
fighting between the Iran-allied rebels and Saudi-
backed government, there is no end in sight to a
conflict that has put millions on the brink of famine.
Here are some of the key questions and answers
about the war in Yemen.

Who has the upper
hand?

Analysts say the balance
has tilted in favor of the
Houthi rebels against the
Saudi-led military coalition.
Riyadh has been leading
the coalition on behalf of
the Yemeni government
since March 2015, and its
air strikes had allowed loy-
alists to reclaim southern
territories from the rebels,
who control much of the north and large swathes of
the west. But the Houthis now appear stronger than
ever, inflicting painful strikes on government forces as
well as on targets in Saudi Arabia with a never-ending
supply of ballistic missiles and drones.

“After seven years, we are witnessing a great shift
in the balance of power, with the (anti-Houthi) camp
fragmented due to the state’s political leadership,”
Maged Al-Madhaji of the Sanaa Center think-tank
told AFP. The rebels rule areas under their control

with an iron fist, while disputes remain rife among
members of the anti-Houthi camp, which includes the
government - unable to provide basic public services
- and the southern separatists demanding a greater
political role.

Where is the biggest battle? 
Despite heavy losses in recent months, the

Houthis are again renewing their attempt to seize the
city of Marib, the government’s last northern strong-
hold. The rebels first stepped up their campaign for

Marib in February, leaving
hundreds dead on both
sides. Taking over the city
in the oil-rich province
would strengthen their
bargaining position in UN
peace talks. According to
Peter Salisbury, an analyst
at the International Crisis
Group, a lot has changed in
the past seven years.

“The Houthis have gone
from being a relatively con-

tained rebel movement to de facto authorities who
(control) the capital and territory where more than 20
million people live,” he said. The Houthis are battle-
hardened after fighting six wars against Yemen’s
then-government between 2004 and 2010 and cross-
border clashes with Saudi Arabia in 2009 and 2010.
“As long as there is an ongoing battle for Marib, fight-
ing in most of the country will continue, along with
increased tension and deterioration of the situation,”
said Madhaji.

What is the UN doing? 
Swedish diplomat Hans Grundberg, the UN’s new

envoy for Yemen, assumed his duties this week after
his predecessor, Martin Griffiths, admitted his efforts
over three years in the post had been “in vain”.
Elisabeth Kendall, researcher at the University of
Oxford’s Pembroke College, said Grundberg’s “main
challenge will be finding a formula for a ceasefire
that the Houthis can accept so that a peace process
can begin”. While the United Nations and the US are

pushing to end the grinding conflict, the rebels have
demanded the reopening of Sanaa airport before
any ceasefire agreement. The last talks took place in
Sweden in 2018, when the opposing sides agreed to
a mass prisoner swap and to spare the city of
Hodeida, where the port serves as the country’s life-
line. But despite agreeing to a ceasefire in Hodeida,
violent clashes have since broken out between the
rebels and pro-government troops around the
strategic city. — AFP 
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News in brief

Typhoon drenches Taiwan 

TAIPEI: Typhoon Chanthu unleashed power-
ful winds and heavy rain on eastern Taiwan
yesterday, disrupting travel links and cutting
electricity to some homes but sparing the
island a direct hit. Downgraded from a super
typhoon since its rapid formation last week,
the outer edges of Chanthu pounded the east-
ern coastline. But the centre of the storm
remained out to sea as it moved north, the
central weather bureau said. The eastern
regions of Hualien and Taitung have received
some 200 millimetres of rain so far, the bureau
added. Waves of up to seven meters were
recorded on Orchid Island off Taiwan’s east-
ern coast. A total of 159 domestic and interna-
tional flights have been cancelled due to the
typhoon, the central emergency operation
centre said. — AFP 

Lightning strike kills 14 

PESHAWAR: At least 14 people were killed
and another three injured when lightning
struck two houses in northwestern Pakistan,
officials said yesterday. The incident took
place in Torghar, a mountainous region of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, where torren-
tial monsoon rains and landslides have caused
havoc since Wednesday. “At least 14 people
from the same extended family were killed
after lightning struck two adjoined houses,”
Kamran Bangash, the provincial spokesman
said. The dead included five children and four
women, he added. The monsoon, which usually
lasts from June to September, is essential for
irrigating crops and replenishing water sup-
plies across the Indian subcontinent, but each
year also brings a wave of destruction. — AFP 

Two Ukraine soldiers die 

KIEV: Two Ukrainian soldiers have been killed
and 10 others wounded in the country’s war-
torn east, as clashes tick back up, the army said
yesterday. Over the past 24 hours pro-Russian
separatists fired at Ukrainian positions using
large caliber artillery, grenade launchers and
drones, the military said in a statement. Most of
the attacks took place in the eastern Donetsk
region, the statement said. “As a result of ene-
my fire, two members of the Joint Forces were
killed,” the Ukrainian military said. “There are
no victims among the local population.” The
Ukrainian army is locked in a conflict with
breakaway fighters in the Donetsk and
Lugansk regions that erupted after Russia
annexed the Crimean peninsula in 2014. — AFP 

‘Armed drone’ attack on Arbil 

ARBIL: Armed drones attacked Arbil interna-
tional airport, which lies near the US consulate
in this northern Iraq city, Kurdish security
forces said in a statement Saturday. “There are
no victims in the attack carried out by two
armed drones,” said the statement. The airport,
which is also the base for a coalition force of
anti-jihadist troops, suffered no damage,
according to its director, Ahmed Hochiar. An
AFP correspondent heard two loud blasts and
saw black smoke rising up into the sky and
heard sirens around the US consulate. Security
forces sealed off access to the airport zone, said
witnesses. Attacks of this kind, normally target-
ing US troops or US interests in Iraq, have
become common in recent months. — AFP 

HODEIDAH, Yemen: Displaced Yemeni children attend class in a dilapidated school building, in the war-torn western
province of Hodeidah. Many schools in Yemen have been destroyed in the conflict between the government and the
Houthi rebels or turned into refugee camps or military facilities. — AFP 

Kabul airport women 
brave fears to return 
to work
KABUL: Less than a month after the Taleban rolled
into the Afghan capital, Rabia Jamal made a tough
decision-she would brave the hardliners and return
to work at the airport. With the Islamists saying
women should stay at home for their own security
the risks were all too clear, but the 35-year-old
mother of three felt she had little choice. “I need
money to support my family,” said Rabia, wearing a
navy-blue suit and make-up. “I felt tension at home...
I felt very bad,” she said. “Now I feel better.”

Of the more than 80 women working at the airport
before Kabul fell to the Taleban on August 15, just 12
have returned to their jobs. But they are among very
few women in the capital allowed to return to work.
The Taleban have told most not to go back until fur-
ther notice. Six of the women airport workers were
standing at the main entrance on Saturday, chatting
and laughing while waiting to scan and search female
passengers taking a domestic flight.

Rabia’s sister, 49-year-old Qudsiya Jamal said the
Taleban takeover had “shocked” her. “I was very
afraid,” said the mother of five, who is also her fami-
ly’s sole provider. “My family was scared for me-
they told me not to go back-but I am happy now,
relaxed... no problems so far.”

‘Take me to Paris’ 
Women’s rights in Afghanistan were sharply cur-

tailed under the Taleban’s 1996-2001 rule, but since
returning to power the group claims they will be
less extreme. Women will be allowed to attend uni-
versity as long as classes are segregated by sex or
at least divided by a curtain, the Taleban’s education
authority has said, but females must also wear an
abaya, an all-covering robe, and face-covering
niqab veil.

Still, Alison Davidian, a representative for UN
Women in Afghanistan, warned on Wednesday that
the Taleban were already neglecting their promise
to respect Afghan women’s rights. At the airport,

which is returning to action after the hurried US
withdrawal left it unusable, Rabia says she will keep
working unless she is forced to stop. 

Under new rules, women may work “in accor-
dance with the principles of Islam”, the Taleban
have decreed, but few details have yet been given
as to what exactly that might mean. “My dream is
to be the richest girl in Afghanistan, and I feel I
am always the luckiest,” said Rabia, who has
worked since 2010 at the terminal for GAAC, a
UAE-based company providing ground and secu-
rity handling. — AFP 

KABUL: A Taleban fighter sits in front of an Ariana Afghan Airlines aircraft on the tarmac at the airport in Kabul
yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iraq’s Prime Minister
Mustafa Al-Kadhemi met Iran’s recent-
ly-elected President Ebrahim Raisi
yesterday to discuss the neighbors’
economic relations, official sources
said. Kadhemi is the first foreign leader
to visit the ultra-conservative Raisi,
and brought along a “high level politi-
cal and economic delegation,” Iran’s
official IRNA news agency said.

Television showed the Iraqi pre-
mier welcomed by a guard of honor,
before immediately beginning a meet-
ing that IRNA said touched on “ques-
tions of mutual and international inter-
est”. The two leaders are expected to
hold a news conference later, state
broadcaster Iribnews reported. As
Iran’s neighbor to the west, Iraq has
sought a mediating role between
Tehran and Arab nations. Since April,

it has tried to broker talks with Saudi
Arabia to soothe tensions between the
regional rivals.

An Iraqi source had said Friday
that Kadhemi would raise energy
cooperation and Iranian-Saudi rela-
tions in the talks. Other hot topics
include Iraq’s six-billion-dollar debt
to Iran, after shortages pushed it to
turn to its neighbor to cover one-third
of its gas and electricity needs. This
summer Iran suspended exports for
several days over the outstanding
amount. Yesterday’s meeting is also
expected to address the issue of visas
for Iranian pilgrims travelling to Shiite
holy sites in Iraq.

Iraqi authorities late Thursday
announced new quotas for foreign pil-
grims for the Arbaeen pilgrimage in the
Shiite shrine city of Karbala later this

month. Kadhemi’s office said that
60,000 Iranian pilgrims would be
allowed to attend, up from 30,000 pre-
viously announced. Arbaeen marks the
end of the 40-day mourning period for
the killing of Imam Hussein, grandson of

the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), by
the forces of the caliph Yazid in 680
AD. The number of visas issued to for-
eign pilgrims permitted has dropped
sharply in the past two years due to the
coronavirus pandemic. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s recently-elected president Ebrahim Raisi meets with Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi (left) in the capital Tehran. — AFP 
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Police return to 
work alongside 
Taleban at airport
KABUL: Afghan police at Kabul airport have
returned to work manning checkpoints alongside
Taleban security for the first time since the
Islamists seized power, officers said yesterday.
When the Taleban swept into Kabul last month
ousting the government, police abandoned their
posts, fearful of what the Islamists would do.

But two officers said they had returned to work
Saturday after receiving calls from Taleban com-
manders. Yesterday, an AFP correspondent at the
airport saw border police members deployed at

several checkpoints outside the main buildings of
the airport, including the domestic terminal. “I
came back to work yesterday more than two
weeks after being sent home,” one of the police
force members told AFP, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“I received a call from a senior Taleban com-
mander who asked me to come back,” another offi-
cer said. “Yesterday was great, so happy to serve
again.” The Taleban say they have granted a gen-
eral amnesty to everyone who worked for the for-
mer government-including the army, police and
other security branches. Officials say they want to
integrate the opposing forces, but have not spelled
out how this will happen-or how they will sustain a
security apparatus made up of around 600,000
people.

Kabul airport was severely damaged during the
chaotic evacuation of over 120,000 people that

ended with the withdrawal of US forces on August
30. The Taleban, who swept into Kabul after rout-
ing government forces on August 15, have been
scrambling to get the capital’s airport operating
again with Qatari technical assistance. The United
Arab Emirates has set up an air bridge to deliver
tons of aid to Afghanistan, with aircraft bringing in
hundreds of tons of medical and food supplies.

An airport employee who handles security for a
private company confirmed that the border police
had been deployed around the airport since
Saturday. “They are sharing the security with the
Taleban,” he told AFP. Qatar Airways has operated
charter flights out of Kabul in recent days, carrying
mostly foreigners and Afghans who missed being
taken out during the evacuation. An Afghan airline
resumed domestic flights last week, while Pakistan
International Airlines is expected to begin flights
from Islamabad to Kabul in coming days. — AFP 


