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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s population saw an estimated
drop of 56,300 non-Kuwaiti residents in the first
half of 2021, according to a report released yester-
day. Kuwait’s total population has reached approxi-
mately 4.628 million by the end of June 2021,
according to the latest demographics and labor
force statistics issued by the Public Authority for
Civil Information (PACI). This means that the popu-
lation decreased semi-annually by 0.9 percent (1.8
percent on annual basis), Al-Shall report reads.

The total population decreased by 2.2 percent in
2020 versus growth rates of 3.3 percent, 2.7 per-
cent, and 2.0 percent in the years 2019, 2018 and
2017 respectively. The absolute semi-annual
increase in population reached about 43,000 com-
pared to an annual decline of 105,700 for the year
2020, the report adds.

According to the report, Kuwaitis increased by
13,300 during the first half of 2021, 0.9 percent
growth rate (1.8 percent on annual basis) bringing
the total to 1.473 million. As such, Kuwaitis’ per-
centage out of the total population slightly
increased from 31.3 percent at the end of 2020 to
31.8 percent according to the latest figures. Kuwaiti
females, (751,600), outnumber males (721,700). The
number of non-Kuwaitis declined slightly by
56,300, a 1.8 percent declined rate, bringing their
total to 3.154 million with an annual compound
growth rate of 2.5 percent over the years 2010 -
June 2021.

Labor force
Labor force in Kuwait reached approximately

2.80 million workers, or about 60.5 percent of the
total population. This percentage reached 30.9 per-
cent for Kuwaitis of the total Kuwaiti population,
while non-Kuwaiti workers’ percentage out of non-
Kuwaiti population is 74.2 percent. The Kuwaiti
labor force percentage out of total number of work-

ers in Kuwait increased to 16.3 percent by June
2021 versus 15.8 percent in December 2020.

Proportion of female workers out of total Kuwaiti
workforce rose to approximately 49.8 percent in
the first six months of the current year (49.5 per-
cent in the end of last year), forming 27.7 percent
out of the total labor force in Kuwait. The number of
Kuwaiti workers increased by 5,900 to reach
455,700 in the first half of 2021, up from 449,800
workers at the end of 2020, of which 360,600 of

them are employed in the government (79.1 percent
of total Kuwaiti workers).

About 944 jobs decreased for Kuwaitis outside
the public sector, a decline rate by 1.5 percent (3.0
percent on annual basis). It is believed that
Kuwaiti’s unveiled unemployment rate increased to
about 32,900 workers, 7.21 percent of total Kuwaiti

workers on June 30, 2021, versus 26,000 workers
(7.16 percent in the end of 2020). Total workers
(Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti) in the government sector
reached about 476,600 workers, about 10.3 percent
of the total population. Kuwaitis’ percentage - out
of total labor force in government sector - formed
76.0 percent.

Kuwaitis’ ratio
to population

at 31.8%

Crimes

Policeman hurt in
armed man’s arrest 

KUWAIT: Farwaniya police arrested a man
after he attempted to attack them with a knife
when they responded to an emergency call
made from a house in the area, the interior
ministry announced Saturday night. Police had
arrived at the scene of the Kuwaiti man’s
house where he reportedly held his family
hostage at knife point, it said. The suspect
came out and stabbed one officer in the arm,
before the other cop shot him in the leg, the
ministry explained in a statement. The man
was possibly inebriated at the time of the inci-
dent, it noted, adding that both the officer and
the suspect were taken to hospital.

Suicide probe

KUWAIT: Separately, police have opened an
investigation in the death of a man who
allegedly committed suicide in his family’s
home in Abdullah Al-Mubarak. Preliminary
investigations indicate that the 27-year-old
Kuwaiti man died by hanging inside his room.
In the meantime, a similar investigation was
opened in the death of a Hawally resident who
has allegedly committed suicide by jumping.
According to police report, the 26-year-old
Indian man leaped from a 10th floor apart-
ment in a building in the area in the early
hours of Saturday morning. The man was
going through financial troubles that had like-
ly driven him to end his life, according to pre-
liminary investigations.

56K drop among non-Kuwaitis
in first half of 2021: Report

Population reached 4.6 million by June’s end; labor force at 60%

Residents stranded
abroad now face
back rent, 
accumulated debts
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Thousands of residents who were
stranded abroad for the last eight months are now
slowly trickling back into Kuwait. Many return to
jobs and family but also problems that will plague
them for months, possibly even years to come.
While stranded abroad, these residents continued
to hold apartments, and faced other financial
responsibilities in Kuwait including loan and car
payments. But most were not earning a salary. Now
that they are back, many are confronting massive
debts and landlords demanding urgent recompense
for delayed payments.  

Bako, a Nigerian resident, traveled home in
January 2021 and was stuck there without a salary
for most of the year. Upon his return, however, his
landlord demanded immediate payment of back rent
for all the months he was not in Kuwait. 

“I am obliged to pay the whole eight months of
unsettled rent during my absence. Its KD 1,600,
because I pay KD 200 monthly for the flat. I told
them I will settle the amount gradually. I’m broke
since my company did not pay me when I was out
of the country. How can you pay when you have no
work, no money?” said Bako. “I told the haris
(building caretaker) that I cannot pay immediately,
so the next day I was slapped with a court case.” 

Luckily for Bako, the building owner agreed to a
settlement. “Just yesterday, I was told by the haris
that the building owner agreed to accept half of my

eight months’ back rent, which should be paid
immediately. The remaining half can be settled
gradually,” he said. “I will go with this option since
battling this situation in court will only prolong my
agony. I will try to raise half of the rent by borrow-
ing money from friends. I don’t want another
headache, as the building owner said he will remove
the case the moment I settle half of my rental bill,”
he added. 

Similarly, Hamad went to Cairo in March 2021
and didn’t return to Kuwait until early September.
“My building owner is a very understanding guy -
he is a real Muslim. He has the sense of humanity in
him. He told me I could pay half of my back rent -
KD 100 per month. I was really thankful and
agreed. I borrowed KD 600 from a friend and paid.
What else could I do? I don’t want to stay outside
in this weather,” he quipped. Hamad works as secu-
rity guard in Kuwait City, earning KD 250 per

month, but he was not paid during his absence. 
An Indian from Kerala was thankful Kuwait did

not revoke his visa during the eight months he was
stranded abroad. “Thank God I don’t have any
issues with regards to the payment of my rent. I
regularly paid my rent even while we were in India.
I even renewed my children’s visas online easily. I
have three children and they were all with me and
my wife. We left Kuwait in January 2021 for a family
vacation. I thought we would come back soon, but
we got stuck in India,” he said. 

The Indian resident runs a maintenance and
cleaning business. “I worked from home when I was
stuck in India. I have several clients who refused to
pay when I was away, so my mission now is to get
the payments for all the unpaid contracts. Some
contracts were cancelled too. These are my strug-
gles, but I believe they will be resolved now that I
am here,” he said.

School canteens
to remain closed
KUWAIT: School canteens will not reopen when
students return to class next month. The Ministry
of Education released a statement yesterday in
which it announced that canteens will remain
closed when schools welcome students again for
the first t ime in nearly a year and a half on
October 3. Furthermore, the ministry released a
list of food items that children are allowed to
bring in with them to school, and another list for

food items that are banned for health reasons.
The list of allowed food items includes low-fat

and zero-fat dairy products, juices, fruits and veg-
etables (fresh and dried), in addition to sandwiches
containing white or yellow cheese (low in fat and
salt), falafel, labnah, cheese with zaatar and labna
with zaatar. As well as nuts and biscuits. 

Foods that are prohibited from school include
energy products including energy drinks, caf-
feinated drinks, all types of soda drinks, iced tea,
full-fat dairy products, pure chocolate, jelly, ice
cream, all fried foods, cakes, donuts, croissant,
items containing trans fats, spicy foods such as
liquid and dried chili, as well as food items with
added sodium glutamate.

Jaber Hospital 
closes more wards
as COVID-19 patient
numbers down 90%
KUWAIT: After the number of COVID-19 patients
admitted to Jaber Hospital dropped by 90 percent
and as pandemic indicators are improving, the hos-
pital is continuing to close COVID wards and ICUs.
As local statistics indicate that the Delta variant’s
wave is receding and total cases continue to drop,
the hospital continues to close coronavirus wards,
with only five out of 18 now open. Chest disease
and ICU consultant at Jaber Hospital Dr Abdullah
Al-Mutairi said five ICUs were closed because of a
drop in the number of admissions, adding only two
ICUs remain open and occupancy is not full.

The number of admissions to ICUs is very small
and cannot be compared with what it was in June
and July, as admissions dropped by 90 percent, Dr
Mutairi said in statements quoted in an Al-Rai
Arabic daily report published yesterday. He said the
factors that contributed to the pandemic’s decline
include the intense vaccination campaign, besides
changes in behavior and compliance with health
protocols, adding that people’s behavior decides
that of the virus.

Children’s admission to wards and ICUs at Jaber
Hospital has also dropped by 90 percent.
Pediatrician Dr Khalid Kalandar said children’s
admission to hospital is low and most of those
admitted are those with risk factors such as obesity,
diabetes or breathing problems.

12-17 age group
Meanwhile, health sources said the percentage

of those who received the COVID-19 vaccine in the
age group of 12-17 years is likely to reach 80 per-
cent by the start of the school year. The sources
said the percentage of vaccinated 16-17-year-olds

reached 81 percent of the total population of this
group of citizens and residents, adding that the
actual percentage of vaccination in the age group
of 12-17 has reached around 71 percent.

They said the rise in the percentage of vaccinat-
ed 16-17-year-olds is due to the priority of vacci-
nating this category before they return to school.
They said the vaccination campaign continues to
serve all those desiring to receive the jab.

Kuwait had announced only 41 new COVID-19
cases on Saturday, the lowest daily rate in over a
year and a half. Total cases reached 410,734 while
deaths increased by one to 2,430, the health min-
istry said. Meanwhile, the number of people hospi-
talized with the virus at COVID-19 wards stood at
84 as of Saturday, with 37 of them in intensive care
units, ministry spokesperson Dr Abdallah Al-Sanad
said, adding that another 1,303 are receiving regu-
lar treatment. Total recoveries reached 407,001 as
146 fresh recoveries were registered in the same
period, he added.

KUWAIT: An employee of Kuwait’s Ministry of
Health shows a vaccination card issued to vac-
cinated people at the Kuwait Vaccination Center
in Mishref yesterday. — Xinhua

Official hails Kuwait’s
large participation in
Expo 2020 Dubai
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s participation in Expo Dubai
2020 next October is the largest of its kind and
reflects Kuwait’s civilizational and cultural heritage
in various fields, Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Information Muneera Al-Huwaidi said
yesterday. In a statement to the press, Huwaidi, who
is the Commissioner-General of Kuwait at Expo
2020, affirmed Kuwait’s keenness to participate in
international forums to present its strategic projects
and initiatives to achieve development goals, in
addition to attracting investments, and highlighting
its humanitarian contributions. The final prepara-
tions for the participation is “in full swing” for
opening the pavilion, which covers 5,500 square
meters, with design inspired from Kuwait water
towers, she said. The Kuwaiti pavilion is located in
‘Sustainability Axis’ under the title ‘New Kuwait,
New Investment Opportunities for Sustainability’,
she said, adding that the latest audiovisual and sen-
sory technology industry was used in participation

content. The six-month Expo will be hosted by
Emirate of Dubai, entitled ‘Connecting Minds,
Creating the Future’ as an exceptional platform that
allows the global community to cooperate to dis-
cuss global development factors of sustainability,
mobility and opportunities. — KUNA


