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Kuwait’s Amir receives 
Crown Prince, local figures

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yes-
terday His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 
also received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Al-Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy 

Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad Al-Shohumi, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State for 
Transparency Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 

received His Highness Sheikh Al-Sabah Al-Khaled, 
Shohumi, Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali and Roumi yes-
terday at Seif Palace. His Highness Sheikh Mishal also 
received Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and Interior Minister Sheikh 
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. In other news, 

His Highness the Amir sent yesterday a cable of con-
dolences to the president of Portugal Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa over the death of former President of the 
country Jorge Sampaio. His Highness the Crown 
Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister sent simi-
lar cables. — KUNA

Sheikh Nawaf offers condolences over former portuguese President’s death

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Al-Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad Al-Shohumi.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State 
for Transparency Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Ministers of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, 
Interior Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.
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 erased as long as the arrangement remains in 

force. Initially agreed for three months, the compro-
mise was extended by another month and then 
expired on June 24. With no word on next steps, the 
IAEA said in a statement last Tuesday that its “veri-
fication and monitoring activities have been seri-
ously undermined” by Tehran’s actions. 

But under yesterday’s agreement, “IAEA’s 
inspectors are permitted to service the identified 
equipment and replace their storage media which 
will be kept under the joint IAEA and (Iran’s) AEOI 
seals in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” the joint state-
ment said. “The way and the timing are agreed by 
the two sides.” 

Russia’s ambassador to the UN in Vienna, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, welcomed the results of the 
Tehran visit and called for a resumption of negoti-
ations with Iran. “We welcome the results of 
Mr.Grossi’s visit to #Tehran,” he tweeted. “We call 

for an earliest resumption of #ViennaTalks on 
restoration of #JCPOA.” 

The surveillance issue had heightened tensions 
at the time the new government of Iran’s ultracon-
servative President Ebrahim Raisi was taking 
charge in Tehran. Iran has also boosted its stocks of 
uranium enriched above the levels allowed in the 
2015 deal, the IAEA has said. A meeting of the UN 
agency’s board of governors is scheduled for today. 
“We have decided to be present at the next meet-
ing and to continue our talks on the sidelines,” 
Iran’s Eslami told IRNA. 

Raisi argued in a statement on Wednesday that his 
country was “transparent” about its nuclear activities, 
which Iran has always insisted are peaceful. 
“Naturally, in the event of a non-constructive 
approach by the IAEA, it is unreasonable to expect 
Iran to respond constructively,” he said. US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken cautioned last Wednesday 
that, faced with the impasse, the United States was 
“close” to abandoning its diplomatic efforts. 

Zionist Prime Minister Naftali Bennett on Friday 
charged that the IAEA report “proves that Iran is 
continuing to lie to the world and advance a pro-
gram to develop nuclear weapons, while denying its 
international commitments”. — AFP 

Iran surveillance  
deal keeps nuke ...
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Only 41 percent of Bangladesh’s 169 million pop-

ulation have smartphones, according to the country’s 
telecom operators’ association, which means millions 
of children cannot access online classes. Even with 
smartphones, students in many of Bangladesh’s rural 
districts do not have the high-speed Internet access 
usually required for e-learning.  

UNICEF warned in a report released Thursday 
that the pandemic has accentuated “alarming 
inequities” for more than 430 million children in the 
region. “School closures in South Asia have forced 
hundreds of millions of children and their teachers 
to transition to remote learning in a region with low 
connectivity and device affordability,” UNICEF’s 
regional director, George Laryea-Adjei, said in a 

statement. “As a result, children have suffered enor-
mous setbacks in their learning journey.” 

In India, 80 percent of children aged 14-18 years 
said they learnt less than when they were in a physi-
cal classroom, according to UNICEF. Among chil-
dren aged between six and 13 years, 42 percent said 
they had no access to remote learning. “Their future 
is at stake,” Deepu Singh, a farmer in India’s 
Jharkhand state, said last week of his children aged 
nine and 10. The pair have not been to school in a 
year and have no Internet access at home, Singh 
told AFP, adding: “I do not know English. I cannot 
help him (my son), even if I want to.” 

Students in the rest of the region were similarly 
impacted, UNICEF reported. In Pakistan, 23 percent 
of young children had no access to any device for 
remote learning. Some towns in Nepal have been 
broadcasting radio lessons due to the lack of internet 
access. “We are (in) a dangerous situation,” 
Nepalese schoolteacher Rajani K C told AFP last 
week. “If the pandemic continues and the academic 
sector loses more years, what kind of human 
resource will the country have in the future?” — AFP 

Bangladesh  
schools reopen...
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under the Taleban’s 1996-2001 rule, though since 

returning to power last month the hardline Islamists 
have claimed they will implement a less extreme 
rule. But speaking to reporters about the new 
regime’s plans for the country’s education, Minister 
Abdul Baqi Haqqani was unapologetic about bring-
ing an end to mixed sex classes. “We have no prob-
lems in ending the mixed-education system,” he 
said. “The people are Muslims and they will accept 
it.” The Taleban announced earlier this month that 
women could still study at university if they wore an 
abaya robe and niqab covering most of the face, 
with classes segregated by sex - or at least divided 
by a curtain. 

Haqqani said that Afghanistan’s education system 

had changed greatly since the Taleban’s last time in 
power, when women were effectively barred from 
schools and universities. “Compared to the past the 
number of educational institutions have increased 
dramatically,” he said. “This gives us hope for a 
future, prosperous and self-sufficient Afghanistan... 
we will continue from where they were left.” 

Some fear the new rules will exclude women 
because the universities do not have the resources to 
provide separate classes. But Haqqani insisted there 
were enough female teachers and, where they were 
not available, alternatives could be found without 
breaching rules. “It all depends on the university’s 
capacity,” he said. “We can also use male teachers to 
teach from behind a curtain, or use technology.” 

The Taleban say they want to distance them-
selves from the harsher policies of old, when half 
the population was excluded from work and educa-
tion. Under new rules, women may work “in accor-
dance with the principles of Islam”, the Taleban 
have decreed, but few details have yet been given 
as to what that exactly might mean. — AFP 

Qatar FM visits  
Kabul, meets...
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His power grab came amid chronic legislative 

infighting that had crippled governance. It was fol-
lowed by a sweeping anti-corruption drive that has 
included detentions, travel bans and house arrests 
of politicians, businessmen and judicial officials. 

Saied has yet to appoint a new government or 
reveal a roadmap towards normalization, despite 
repeated demands by political parties. His moves 
have been criticized by judges and opponents, in 
particular Ennahdha. But some Tunisians, exasper-
ated by their political class and its perceived cor-
ruption, impunity and failure to improve living stan-
dards more than a decade since the country’s 
protests launched the Arab Spring, see them as a 
necessary evil. 

The chants of “Dignity!” and “Work!” that filled 
the air during the revolution have again started to 
sound at demonstrations. In images posted around 
midnight on the Tunisian presidency’s Facebook 
page, Saied was seen walking down the capital’s 
Bourguiba Avenue as a crowd sang the national 
anthem, before he stopped to speak with the TV 
channels. 

Earlier that day on the same central thorough-
fare, a man had set himself on fire and later died of 
his burns - a desperate act that followed another 
self-immolation a week before protesting living 
conditions. According to Tunisian media reports, the 
man who died Saturday was struggling with eco-
nomic issues and had come to Tunis from Djerba to 

seek solutions to his plight. 
The deaths recall that of the street vendor who 

burned himself alive on Dec 17, 2010 and launched 
both Tunisia’s popular revolution and the wider 
Arab Spring that toppled several autocratic leaders 
in the region. Tunisia, hailed as a rare democratic 
success story in the Middle East and North Africa, 
was struggling with dire economic woes and the 
COVID-19 pandemic before being plunged into the 
latest political crisis. 

Saied’s comments came a day after he received 
in Tunis the EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell 
who expressed the bloc’s concerns over the power 
grab. “I communicated to the president Europe’s 
apprehensions about the preservation of democrat-
ic gains in Tunisia,” Borrell said after talks with 
Saied. “The free exercise of legislative power and 
the resumption of parliamentary activity are part of 
these gains and must be respected,” he added. 
Earlier this month, diplomats from the G7 nations - 
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and 
the US - called on Saied to return Tunisia to “a con-
stitutional order”. — AFP  

Saied calls to  
amend Tunisia...

TUNIS: Tunisian President Kais Saied (right) greets people as 
he walks in the capital’s central Habib Bourguiba Avenue late 
Saturday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraq yesterday received a donation of more 
than 100,000 AstraZeneca doses against COVID-19 
from Italy via vaccine-sharing facility Covax, the UN 
children’s agency UNICEF said. More than four million 
people in Iraq, or around 10 percent of its 40 million 
inhabitants, have received at least one coronavirus vac-
cine jab, according to the health ministry. 

Healthcare workers say they are battling not just 
the coronavirus but also widespread skepticism over 
vaccines, as a result of misinformation and public 
mistrust in the state. Iraq yesterday received 
“100,800 (doses) of the AstraZeneca vaccine... the 

first delivery from a pledge of 15 million doses to be 
donated to Covax by Italy”, according to a statement 
from UNICEF, which works jointly with the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

Covax is backed by WHO, the Gavi vaccine alliance 
and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI), and it aims to ensure equitable 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, particularly to low-
income countries. It is Iraq’s third vaccine delivery 
under the Covax program. Iraq’s public health system, 
already worn down by decades of war, under-invest-
ment and corruption, has struggled to cope with the 
pandemic. 

“In WHO, we believe that we are only safe when 
we all are safe, and we will control this pandemic only 
when all people eligible for the vaccine have been 
vaccinated,” said Ahmed Zouiten, WHO’s Iraq repre-
sentative. — AFP 

Iraq receives over  
100K vaccine doses 


