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MP demands reasons for  
‘crazy’ air ticket prices

Lawmaker rejects reported Kuwaiti aid for Lebanon gas project
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: MP Hisham Al-Saleh yesterday sent a 
series of questions to the finance minister asking 
why airfares to and from Kuwait have sharply 
increased since the summer holidays started. Saleh 
told the minister in his questions that “the prices of 
air tickets to the country have recorded a crazy rise 
since Eid Al-Adha and the summer vacation”. 

He added that airlines have cited limitations on 
the number of seats due to the reduction in the 
capacity of Kuwait airport as a result of the meas-
ures against the coronavirus pandemic. Saleh point-
ed out that despite increasing the capacity of 
Kuwait airport, the prices of air tickets have not 
dropped, especially after allowing vaccinated 
expats to return to the country from August 1. 

The lawmaker asked the minister about the rea-
sons for the continued hike in airfares despite 
boosting the airport’s capacity. He also asked if the 
government has any plan to bring down the price of 
tickets and questioned why state-owned Kuwait 

Airways does not make competitive offers. Airfares 
to Kuwait and other countries have more than dou-
bled on many routes due to limited seats available 
for booking. Prices on the Kuwait-Dubai route more 
than tripled at one stage and still continue to be 
extremely high. 

Meanwhile, MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf yesterday 
warned the government against going ahead with 
reported plans to fund Lebanon’s part of the so-
called Arab gas pipeline, which will bring natural 
gas from Egypt to Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
Hajraf said he will send questions to the government 
shortly about visits made by the foreign minister to 
Egypt and if these visits were linked to the Arab gas 
pipeline and statements by the new Lebanese prime 
minister about a pledged Kuwaiti loan to fund 
Lebanon’s portion of the project. 

The lawmaker called on the government to resign 
for failing to manage the national economy and for 
talking about offering foreign loans while the country 
faces fiscal problems and officials speak about rais-
ing fuel and electricity prices and cutting subsidies.

KUWAIT: People queue to receive the COVID-19 vaccine at the Kuwait Vaccination Center at the Mishref 
Fairgrounds yesterday. — Xinhua 

KABUL: Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-
Thani boards a car upon his arrival at the airport yesterday. — AFP 

DHAKA: A guard checks the temperature of a student upon her arrival at Rajuk Uttara Model 
College yesterday. — AFP 

KABUL: Qatar’s foreign minister, 
who is also the country’s deputy pre-
mier, was briefly in Afghanistan yes-
terday, becoming the most senior 
diplomat to visit the country since the 
Taleban’s takeover on August 15. A 
Taleban official tweeted that Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Abdulrahman Al-
Thani met senior officials of the new 
Afghan regime, although details of 
their talks were not disclosed. 

The group released pictures of 
Sheikh Mohammad meeting new 
Prime Minister Mullah Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund, while photographs of 
him with former president Hamid 

Karzai were circulating on social 
media. Qatar has long acted as a 
mediator on Afghanistan, hosting the 
Taleban’s talks with the United States 
under former president Donald 
Trump, and then with the now 
deposed Afghan government of presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani. 

It is also supporting tens of thou-
sands of Afghans who were evacuated 
in the final weeks of the US-led occu-
pation as they are processed before 
heading to other nations. No country 
has yet formally recognized the new 
Taleban government - and only three 
did during the first rule of the hardline 
Islamists from 1996-2001.  

Meanwhile, Afghan women will be 
allowed to attend university as long as 
they study separately from men, the 
Taleban’s new higher education minis-
ter said yesterday. Women’s rights in 
Afghanistan were sharply curtailed  
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TEHRAN: Iran and the UN atomic agency yes-
terday announced the IAEA will keep up sur-
veillance of Tehran’s nuclear activities, soothing 
a sore point in talks to resuscitate a 2015 deal 
to curb its program. With negotiations in Vienna 
between Iran and world powers deadlocked, the 
steps hashed out with International Atomic 
Energy Agency chief Rafael Grossi on a visit to 
Tehran leave a chink of hope for US President 
Joe Biden’s ambition to restore the agreement, 
known as the JCPOA. 

Since Donald Trump’s administration walked 
away in 2018, Iran has since also retreated from 
many of its commitments. In a joint statement 
yesterday, Grossi and Iranian Atomic Energy 
Organization (AEOI) chief Mohammad Eslami - 
one of the country’s vice presidents - hailed a 
“spirit of cooperation and mutual trust”, while 
noting that surveillance was an issue to be 
treated “exclusively in a technical manner”. 

Eslami welcomed “good and constructive 
negotiations with Mr Grossi,” while again insist-
ing on the “technical” nature of the bargain, Iran’s 
official IRNA news agency reported. Their deal 
relates to limits Iran has imposed on the IAEA’s 
ability to monitor various of its nuclear facilities. 
Iran has refused to provide real-time footage 
from cameras and other surveillance tools that the 
UN agency has installed in these locations. 

Under a compromise deal, the monitoring 
equipment remains in the agency’s custody but 
the data is in Iran’s possession, and must not be 
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TEHRAN: Head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
Mohammad Eslami delivers a speech next to Director 
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency Rafael 
Grossi following their meeting yesterday. — AFP 

DHAKA: Children in Bangladesh 
flooded back into classrooms yester-
day as schools reopened after 18 
months, one of the world’s longest 
coronavirus shutdowns. The resump-
tion came after UNICEF warned that 
prolonged school closures during the 
COVID-19 crisis were worsening 
inequities for millions of children 
across South Asia. 

In the capital Dhaka, students at one 
school were welcomed with flowers and 
sweets, and told to wear masks and sani-
tize their hands. Some hugged each oth-
er in excitement. “We are really excited 
to be back at school,” 15-year-old 
Muntasir Ahmed told AFP as he entered 
the campus. “I am hoping to physically 
see all of my friends and teachers, not 
through a laptop window today.” 

At the gate, school officials 
checked the body temperatures of 
students before allowing them to 
enter. The school’s vice principal, 
Dewan Tamziduzzaman, said he 
“didn’t expect such a big number to 
be turning up on the first day”.  
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TUNIS: Tunisian President Kais Saied has 
announced plans to form a new government and 
said the constitution should be amended, weeks 
after he sacked his premier and suspended parlia-
ment in moves his critics called a coup. Speaking to 
two television channels after a late Saturday 
evening stroll in central Tunis, Saied said he would 

form a new government “as soon as possible” after 
selecting “the people with the most integrity”. But 
he declined to give a specific timeline. 

Saied also told the television stations that “the 
Tunisian people rejected the constitution”. He added 
that such charters are “not eternal” and stated that 
“we can introduce amendments to the text”. His com-
ments, which confirmed earlier media speculations on 
his plans, were dismissed by the Islamist-inspired 
Ennahdha party, the largest bloc in parliament. 

The party in a statement expressed “its categori-
cal rejection of the attempts of some parties that 
are hostile to the democratic process... to push for 
choices that violate the rules of the constitution”. 
Ennahdha added that it would oppose “an intended 

suspension of the application of the constitution 
and a change to the political system, possibly 
through a referendum”. 

The influential UGTT trade union confederation, 
which has so far backed Saied, also rejected any 
“suspension of the constitution” and called for early 
legislative elections so that a new parliament could 
look into potential constitutional changes. 

Saied, a legal theorist and former law professor, 
was elected in 2019 and has billed himself as the 
ultimate interpreter of the constitution. He invoked 
that power on July 25 to fire the prime minister, 
freeze parliament and strip MPs of their immunity, 
and assume all executive powers.  
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