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MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo (center) celebrates after scoring their second goal during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and 
Newcastle yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo enjoyed a 
sensational return to Manchester United 
as his debut double inspired a 4-1 win 
against Newcastle, while Arsenal eased 
the pressure on Mikel Arteta with a 1-0 
victory over Norwich yesterday. 
Ronaldo’s second debut for United was 
the headline act as the Premier League 
resumed after the international break 
and the Portugal superstar did not disap-
point his adoring fans at Old Trafford. 

The 36-year-old insists he did not 
make his £19.8 million ($27 million) move 
from Juventus last month for a “vaca-
tion”. Ronaldo lived up to that boast, 
showing he remains as sharp as ever 
with a clinical brace either side of Javier 
Manquillo’s equalizer for Newcastle. 
Ronaldo’s compatriot Bruno Fernandes 
netted with a long-range rocket 10 min-
utes from full-time before Jesse Lingard 
bagged the fourth. 

A winner of three Premier League titles 
and one Champions League crown in six 
years with United before moving to Real 
Madrid, Ronaldo was making his first 
appearance for the club since 2009. 
United hope the five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner can help end arch rivals 
Manchester City’s reign as champions and 
there was an electric air of anticipation 
around Old Trafford ahead of his return. 

Thousands of fans gathered outside 
hours before kick-off to catch a glimpse 
of Ronaldo when he stepped off the 

United team bus. Chants of “Viva 
Ronaldo” echoed around Old Trafford as 
supporters paraded in their idol’s famous 
number seven shirt. Former United boss 
Alex Ferguson, whose phone call to 
Ronaldo played a key role in the Portugal 
striker choosing United over City, was 
watching from the stands. 

There was also a rare visit from the 
club’s United States-based co-chairman 
Avram Glazer. Ronaldo’s name was 
cheered to the rafters before kick-off 
and inevitably he was destined to break 
Newcastle’s resistance two minutes into 
first half stoppage-time. Mason 
Greenwood’s shot was spilled by 
Newcastle keeper Freddie Woodman 
and Ronaldo reacted quickest to finish 
from virtually on the goal-line. 

Running to the corner to perform his 
trademark ‘Sii’ celebration, Ronaldo 
soaked up the acclaim from 76,000 
ecstatic fans. Not everyone was happy 
with Ronaldo’s return as a feminist group 
flew a banner over the stadium in sup-
port of a woman who accused the striker 
of rape in Las Vegas. In 2019, US prose-
cutors said Ronaldo, who denied the 
claims, would not face charges because 
they could not “be proven beyond rea-
sonable doubt”. 

 
Ronaldo raises the roof 

Newcastle threatened to spoil 
Ronaldo’s day when Manquillo equalized 

in the 56th minute with a fine finish from 
Allan Saint-Maximin’s pass. But Ronaldo 
had other ideas and he restored United’s 
lead in the 62nd minute. Luke Shaw’s 
through-ball sent Ronaldo racing clear 
on goal and he drilled a low shot under 
Woodman to raise the roof again. 

Surfing the feel-good factor generat-
ed by Ronaldo, unbeaten United sit top 
of the table after a third win from their 
first four matches. At the Emirates 
Stadium, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
gave under-fire Arsenal manager Arteta 
some much-needed breathing space. 
Gabon forward Aubameyang tapped 
home in the 66th minute, with a VAR 
check going in the Gunners’ favor as 
Norwich appealed in vain for offside. 

After three successive defeats in the 
top-flight, Arsenal’s first league goal this 
season was enough to lift them off the 
bottom of the table and out of the rele-
gation zone. Despite Ronaldo’s snub, 
Bernardo Silva showed Manchester City 
can cope just fine with their array of tal-
ent as he fired the champions to a 1-0 
win at Leicester. Portugal playmaker 
Silva struck in the 62nd minute with a 
close-range finish after Caglar Soyuncu 
blocked Joao Cancelo’s drive. 

Second placed City have now won 
their last three games. Crystal Palace 
ended 10-man Tottenham’s perfect start 
to the Premier League season as 
Wilfried Zaha’s penalty and a late double 

from Odsonne Edouard sealed a 3-0 win. 
Nuno Espirito Santo’s side had Japhet 
Tanganga sent off for two bookings in 
quick succession in the second half at 
Selhurst Park. Zaha netted from the spot 
after Ben Davies’s handball and former 
Celtic striker Edouard’s debut brace 
made it a first win for Palace boss Patrick 
Vieira. 

South Korea forward Hwang Hee-
chan scored his first Premier League 

goal for Wolves in their 2-0 win at 
Watford. Wolves’ first league goal this 
season - an own goal by Watford’s 
Francisco Sierralta - was followed by 
Hwang’s 83rd minute tap-in in his debut 
appearance after joining from Leipzig 
last month. Brighton won 1-0 at 
Brentford thanks to Leandro Trossard’s 
90th minute strike, while West Ham strik-
er Michail Antonio was sent off in their 
0-0 draw at Southampton. — AFP

Ronaldo’s double sinks Newcastle 4-1; Arsenal ease Arteta pressure

Ronaldo enjoys a sensational return

LONDON: Arsenal’s Spanish manager Mikel Arteta reacts at the final whistle during 
the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and Norwich City at the 
Emirates Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: What happens now? That was the 
question cricket fans around the world were asking 
after the dramatic last-minute cancellation of the 
deciding fifth Test between England and India in 
Manchester. Following all-night talks, it was not until 
shortly before 9:00 am local time Friday, just over two 
hours before the scheduled start and minutes before 
the gates at Old Trafford were due to open to a sell-
out crowd of 22,000, that the match was called off due 
to COVID-19 fears within the India camp-a decision 
that leave English cricket facing a financial ‘black hole’ 
estimated at £40 million ($55 million). 

Reports a physiotherapist in close contact with the 
players had tested positive for COVID appeared to be 
the final straw in persuading an India side already 

missing head coach Ravi Shastri, bowling coach Bharat 
Arun and fielding coach Ramakrishnan Sridhar due to 
positive COVID tests, with senior physiotherapist Nitin 
Patel self-isolating, not to take the field. England had 
been in a similar situation in December when their 
one-day series in South Africa was postponed amid 
fears COVID had infiltrated the team, even if two posi-
tive tests were later found to be negative. 

 
‘India flexed their muscles’  

“I felt at the time England let South Africa down,” 
former England captain Michael Vaughan told the 
BBC. “England flexed their muscles back then and I 
believe India have flexed their muscles. “I honestly 
feel Indian cricket has let the English game down.” 
Unlike last year, where teams were kept in bio-secure 
bubbles, the 2021 international season in England has 
seen restrictions loosened as officials felt it was 
unsustainable to expect sides to keep playing under 
such strict regulations. But whether Shastri’s pres-
ence at a well-attended London launch of his new 
book two days before the fourth Test at the Oval, 
which India won by 157 runs, was acceptable under 

current guidelines remains a debatable point. 
So too does England and Wales Cricket Board 

(ECB) chief executive Tom Harrison’s contention that 
fear of COVID, rather than COVID itself, was the rea-
son behind the cancellation-a difference which could 
impact on the hosts ability to make an insurance 
claim. “It doesn’t make a difference in respect of a 
ticket buyers; they will be paid back in full,” said 
Harrison. “It makes a difference in terms of the ECB 
balance sheet.” 

COVID is an acceptable reason for cancelling a 
match under the regulations for the World Test 
Championship if it has a significant impact on a side 
fielding a team. The International Cricket Council are 
now set to decide the result of the match and series-
which India led 2-1 to leave them on the brink of a 
notable double after their series win in Australia earlier 
this year-although a quick verdict is unlikely. “I think 
we have to just take a breath and do some work with 
the ICC, to formally ask them to adjudicate on the 
result of this,” added Harrison. 

Meanwhile, the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) said it had offered to reschedule the game after 

a cancellation “jointly decided” by both boards. 
However, with the lucrative Indian Premier League, 
itself disrupted by COVID, resuming in the United 
Arab Emirates on September 19, the Test will not hap-
pen anytime soon. But with India meant to tour 
England next year for a white-ball series, it could yet 
be slotted in at Old Trafford. Harrison insisted the IPL 
was not to blame for the cancellation, saying: “This 
Indian cricket team are as passionate about Test crick-
et as fans in our country are.” ‘Could have cancelled 
yesterday.’  

 
And what of those fans? 

George Twigg, a geography student, was among a 
group of four friends who had made a journey of 81 
miles from Derby to Manchester for their annual pil-
grimage to a Test. “We set off at 7:30 am. We were 
halfway to Manchester when we heard about the can-
cellation,” he said. “They could have done it (cancelled 
the match) yesterday (Thursday), We could have saved 
on the travel, could have cancelled the hotel. “But 
instead they’ve had to wait until this morning and 
we’ve had to be disappointed as we got here.” — AFP 

England and India  
consider next moves  
after cancelled Test


