
LAUSANNE: FIFA risks plunging the world of
football into a new conflict with its proposal to hold
the World Cup every two years instead of four, rais-
ing the possibility of a divorce with leading clubs
and the powerful European leagues. The proposal,
first floated in the 1990s, was revived in March by
former Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, now head
of football development at FIFA.

In May, FIFA President Gianni Infantino agreed,
at the request of the Saudi football federation, to
launch a “feasibility study” into the proposal, mak-
ing it clear that he is open to reforming the interna-
tional calendar. With Wenger saying he hopes the
consultation process will be completed by the end
of the year, the powerful European leagues have
stepped up their opposition.

A final phase every summer
FIFA’s central argument is that a biennial World

Cup would create more profits that could be dis-
tributed to federations in Africa, Asia and South
America, who have a greater reliance on FIFA funds
than the wealthy European leagues.

Wenger says the idea would be to have a final
phase every summer from 2025-2026, alternating
World Cups and continental tournaments like the
European Championships and Copa America.
Qualifying matches would be grouped together in
October, or in October and March. He refutes the
argument that the players would face increased
strain, arguing that they would have to make fewer
long journeys and would have a minimum of 25 days
rest after playing in summer tournaments for their
countries. “Today’s calendar is outdated,” Wenger
said. “We want to organize it in a more efficient way.”

Hostility in Europe
UEFA President Aleksander Ceferin is fiercely

opposed to the proposal and threatened that
European nations and South American powerhous-
es like Brazil and Argentina would boycott a bienni-
al World Cup.

“We can decide not to play in it. As far as I know,
the South Americans are on the same page. So
good luck with a World Cup like that,” he told The
Times newspaper. “I think it will never happen as it
is so much against the basic principles of football.”

South American federation CONMEBOL fol-
lowed that up with a strongly worded statement on
Friday, saying the proposal would “distort the most

important football competition on the planet”.
“There is no sporting justification for shortening the
period between World Cups,” CONMEBOL said.

Major European clubs have opposed it as well.
“I’m not a fan of it,” said Bayern Munich coach
Julian Nagelsmann, arguing that “if you want more
value, make yourself rare.” Liverpool manager

Jurgen Klopp claimed Friday that FIFA’s proposal
was “all about money”.

The European Club Association, which repre-
sents the continent’s biggest clubs, said it believed
there was no space in the current calendar for the
proposals and complained that FIFA had not con-
tacted it to discuss the matter. The World Leagues
Forum, which speaks for 42 leagues around the
globe, said the two-year proposal was detrimental

to the economic interests of football and the play-
ers’ health.

Silent majority?
Perhaps sensing it was losing the battle of public

opinion, FIFA gathered together a group of illustri-
ous former players and coaches in Doha this week
to defend the idea of a biennial World Cup. One of
those present, former Manchester United goalkeep-
er Peter Schmeichel, said “we all were in agree-
ment”. Brazilian World Cup winner Ronaldo insisted
that if you asked the world’s two best current players,
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, “I’m sure they
will all say yes.” FIFA holds the key. Any final decision
on the proposal would have to be made by a FIFA
Congress, which usually takes place in May.

Boycott threat
Even if FIFA decides to go ahead, it seems

unlikely that European clubs — where the best
players are mostly concentrated — would be pre-
pared to part with their expensive assets for a
month at a time, with the increased risk of injury
that would bring. A foretaste of what could happen
came this week when some English clubs refused to
release their players for matches in countries with
an increased risk of COVID-19. FIFA could also
face legal challenges from clubs. — AFP
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US Soccer chief
vows to ‘equalize’
World Cup payments 
LOS ANGELES: United States Soccer
Federation president Cindy Parlow Cone said
Friday the body hopes to “equalize” World Cup
prize money for its men’s and women’s national
teams as part of efforts to settle ongoing litiga-
tion with its women footballers.

In an open letter addressed to US fans, Parlow
Cone said the gulf in prize money paid out by
FIFA in the men’s and women’s tournaments was
“by far the most challenging issue” facing US
Soccer in pay negotiations with men’s and
women’s teams.

The question of World Cup prize money
formed a prominent part of a lawsuit filed by
the US women’s soccer team in 2019, which
accused the USSF of “stubbornly refusing” to
pay its men and women’s players equally.

A federal judge later rejected the claim of pay
discrimination, but the US women have appealed.
The 2019 lawsuit cited the discrepancy in World
Cup prize money payments paid to the two
teams in 2014 and 2015. The US men received
$5.375 million for reaching the round of 16 at the
2014 World Cup, while the women received
$1.725 million for winning the 2015 tournament.

The USSF has argued that its hands are tied
because the prize money is set by FIFA, which
awarded $38 million to France for winning the
2018 men’s World Cup in Russia, but only $4 mil-
lion to the American women for winning the 2019
Women’s World Cup. “FIFA alone control those
funds,” Parlow Cone said in her letter on Friday.
“And US Soccer is legally obligated to distribute
those funds based on our current negotiated col-
lective bargaining agreements with the men’s and
women’s teams.” However Parlow Cone said US
Soccer wants to bring the men’s and women’s
national teams together to “rethink how we’ve
done things in the past.”

“To that end, we have invited the players and
both Players Associations to join US Soccer in
negotiating a solution together that equalizes
World Cup prize money between the USMNT
and USWNT,” she wrote. “Finding a framework
that works for everyone will require open and
thoughtful conversations and sincere commit-
ment from USMNT and USWNT players to
come together. Until FIFA equalizes the prize
money that it awards to the Men’s and Women’s
World Cup participants, it is incumbent upon us
to collectively find a solution. US Soccer is ready
and willing to meet with both groups of players
as soon as possible and as often as needed to
determine that innovative solution. We hope our
men’s and women’s national teams share our
sense of urgency when it comes to doing what-
ever we can to resolve the prize money gap.”

Parlow Cone said the USSF had wanted to
negotiate a single collective bargaining agree-
ment covering men’s and women’s team, but
had met resistance. Accordingly, the USSF is
negotiating separate agreements. US Soccer
said the body “will be offering the USMNT and
the USWNT the exact same contract, just as
we have in past negotiations. That means offer-
ing CBAs that include equalized FIFA prize
money, identical game bonuses and identical
commercial and revenue sharing agreements.”

A spokeswoman for the US women’s team
said Parlow Cone’s letter showed that the
USSF “finally acknowledged that they pay
women less than men and must correct this
ongoing disparity by reaching an equal pay
collective bargaining agreement and resolving
the ongoing lawsuit. “Letters to fans are not a
substitute.” — AFP
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DOHA: Qatar’s assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah Al-Khater and FIFA President Gianni Infantino visit the Park View
Villas, a Qatar’s 2022 FIFA World Cup residence in Doha housing Afghan refugees, on September 4, 2021. — AFP

PARIS: England-based South
American players will be able to line
up for their clubs in the weekend after
their countries dropped complaints
about their failure to report for inter-
national duty, FIFA said yesterday.

Reigning Premier League cham-
pions Manchester City as well as
Liverpool , Manchester United,
Chelsea and Leeds refused to
release players for World Cup quali-
fiers over the past week due to the
coronavirus isolat ion period
required on their return to Britain.

All of the South American quali-
fiers were played in countries on the
British government’s red COVID-19
travel list, meaning travelers return-
ing from those countries have to
quarantine for 10 days. Brazil, Chile,
Mexico and Paraguay had invoked a
FIFA rule which would have barred
the players for five days, but foot-
ball’s world governing body said it
recognized “that players have no
control over the extreme situation
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic”.

“As a sign of good faith, goodwill
and cooperation, the member asso-

ciations of Brazil, Chile, Mexico and
Paraguay, in close consultation with
FIFA, have taken the decision to
withdraw their complaints in relation
to the England-based players,” FIFA
said in a statement.

FIFA added it had been liaising
with the Premier League, Football
Association and the British govern-
ment to avoid a repetition of the
scenario in the next international
window which comes in October.

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
had said Friday he was still unsure
whether he could select Brazilian
goalkeeper Alisson Becker or mid-
f ie lder Fabinho to play against
Leeds today. Klopp, a vocal oppo-
nent of the congested global foot-
bal l  calendar, cr i t ic ized South
American football authorities for
failing to show foresight in the midst
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We all know we are in the mid-
dle of a pandemic, which is difficult
for all parts of life and for football it
was difficult as well — we have a
few more games to play than we
have to play usually internationally,”

Klopp said. “We had a summer
break where all of a sudden some-
body organized again a Copa
America, where they could have
played the games, for example,
without playing a Copa America,
which they had a year before.”

Newcastle manager said Friday,
after confirming that his Paraguay
midfielder Miguel Almiron had been

cleared to play this weekend that
“common sense prevailed”. The coro-
navirus pandemic led to Brazil’s clash
against fierce rivals Argentina in Sao
Paulo last Sunday being halted and
then abandoned after Brazilian offi-
cials sprinted onto the pitch to
remove Argentine players they
accused of breaching Brazil’s COVID-
19 quarantine protocols. — AFP
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More profits to help federations in Africa, Asia and South America

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Lionel Messi (center) and Bolivia’s Jairo Quinteros
(right) vie for the ball during their South American qualification football match
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 at the Monumental Stadium in Buenos Aires on
Thursday.  — AFP 

South American players cleared
to play for English clubs


