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ABBA on Friday scored their first top 10 single
in the UK for almost 40 years after thrilling
fans with the announcement of a new album

and a virtual concert. One of two new songs
released by the legendary Swedish pop band this
month, “Don’t Shut Me Down”, reached number
nine in the Official Singles Chart, which is based on
sales and streaming.

ABBA last appeared in the British singles charts

with a song called “One Of Us” in January 1982,
according to the chart company. Now in their 70s,
the quartet have just released their first new music
since 1982, ahead of an album release in November.
The group’s second single, “I Still Have Faith In
You,” entered the British charts at number 14.

The comeback also sparked a return to the
album charts for their greatest hits compilation
from 1992, “ABBA Gold”, which appeared at num-

ber five. The group has premiered new material
while publicizing a virtual show called “ABBA
Voyage”, which aims to recreate a concert by the
band in their heyday in 1979. The show, to be
staged at a purpose-built theatre in London from
next May, will see the group perform as digital
avatars alongside live performers, using sophisti-
cated hologram technology. — AFP 

An adoring French public gave actor
Jean-Paul Belmondo a final farewell on
Friday, with fellow film icon Alain Delon

the most prominent of the celebrity funeral
guests. Belmondo’s burial in the Saint-
Germain-des-Pres church in Paris’s Latin
Quarter came a day after thousands turned
out to honour the actor who died this week
aged 88 at an official ceremony led by
President Emmanuel Macron.

Friday’s funeral was a more intimate affair,
bringing together Belmondo’s family, friends
and film celebrities. Among them was 85-year-
old Delon, who like his friend Belmondo was
the face of French New Wave cinema in the
1960s and 70s. Delon, who had been absent
from the week’s official ceremonies, arrived at
the church smiling and holding a single crutch,
as a crowd of onlookers applauded him and
chanted his first name.

Many other cinema heavyweights were
among the mourners, including director
Claude Lelouch and actor Pierre Richard,
famous for roles in 1970s comedies, on
crutches. Jean Dujardin, best-known for “The
Artist”, was also there, as was Cannes film fes-
tival boss Thierry Fremaux. “This is the last
time we’re with him, but he’ll be always be
with us, always,” Fremeaux told AFP.

Many of the fans present were much
younger than Belmondo, such as star DJ Bob
Sinclair. Hundreds of onlookers tried to get a
glimpse of the arriving celebrities, pushing
against police barriers or watching from near-
by cafes. Among them was Californian Cynthia
Levine who told AFP that she had seen
Belmondo a few times lunching at the
Brasserie Lipp, a Parisian restaurant, over the
years. “He was magnificent, very kind, very
handsome,” she said. “His charm was so
French,” added another onlooker, 56-year-old
Gerald Schmite.

Belmondo first came to fame as part of the
New Wave cinema movement with films like
“Breathless” and “Pierrot Le Fou” by Jean-
Luc Godard that helped define French cool in
the international imagination. He went on to
become a household name, acting in 80 films
covering a multitude of genres, including
comedies and thrillers. Belmondo was also
often called “Le Magnifique” (The
Magnificent), after a 1970s secret agent satire
in which he starred. — AFP 

French actor Alain Delon arrives for the funeral
ceremony for late French actor Jean-Paul
Belmondo at the Saint-Germain-des-Pres church
in Paris on Friday. — AFP 

Disney announced Friday that all of its
films slated for release by the end of the
year will be exclusively screened in cine-

mas first, bringing relief to theaters anxious to
reconnect with audiences after the coronavirus
pandemic devastated their industry. The animat-
ed film “Encanto” will be released on the big
screen on November 24 and will not appear on
Disney’s on-demand video platform until
December 24, the company said in a statement.

Other planned projects, including “The Last
Duel” by Ridley Scott, “Eternals” by Marvel
Studios and “West Side Story” by Steven
Spielberg, will be screened in theaters for at
least 45 days before they are released else-
where. The decision was eagerly awaited by tra-
ditional cinemas after the entertainment giant
recently chose to release a series of big produc-
tions such as “Black Widow”, “Jungle Cruise”
and “Cruella” on its Disney+ platform, diverting
part of their revenue.

“Black Widow” actor Scarlett Johansson has
sued Disney, accusing the company of breach of

contract and costing her millions of dollars in
box office revenue after it released the film on its
video platform. Two years ago, Disney was pro-
ducing content for both theaters and television
channels, but it now has direct access to its
audience via streaming, a trend accelerated by
the pandemic.

In mid-August, Disney boss Bob Chapek said
he favored “flexibility” and the ability to “follow
the consumer wherever he goes”. During a pres-
entation of the company’s financial results, he
said “when theaters reopened, there was
immense reluctance from the public to return”.
Warner Bros. studios has also been heavily criti-
cized for its decision to release all of its new
movies for the rest of the year on its HBO Max
platform. — AFP 

Chilean scientists have announced the discov-
ery of the first-ever southern hemisphere
remains of a type of Jurassic-era “winged

lizard” known as a pterosaur. Fossils of the dinosaur
which lived some 160 million years ago in what is
today the Atacama desert, were unearthed in 2009.

They have now been confirmed to be of a
rhamphorhynchine pterosaur-the first such crea-
ture to be found in Gondwana, the prehistoric
supercontinent that later formed the southern
hemisphere landmasses. Researcher Jhonatan
Alarcon of the University of Chile said the crea-
tures had a wingspan of up to two meters, a long
tail, and pointed snout.

“We show that the distribution of animals in this
group was wider than known to date,” he added.
The discovery was also “the oldest known pterosaur
found in Chile,” the scientists reported in the scien-
tific journal Acta Paleontologica Polonic. — AFP 

Handout picture released by the
Universidad de Chile showing a fossil

of a pterosaur found by a group of sci-
entists in the Atacama Desert in north-

ern Chile on May 11, 2015. — AFP 

Facebook and iconic eyewear brand Ray-Ban
on Thursday launched their new smart glasses,
the latest effort in a tricky, niche market but

which the social media giant sees as a step toward
its future. The “Ray-Ban Stories” shades can take
pictures and video upon the wearer’s voice com-
mands, and the frames can connect wirelessly to
Facebook’s platform through an app.

“We took our Wayfarer (frames), born in 1952,
and we reinvented the design squeezing in some
cool technology,” said Fabio Borsoi, global research
and design director at the EssilorLuxottica group,
Ray-Ban’s maker. Facebook is wading into a market
that has already seen 2013’s Google Glass, which
sparked a privacy backlash over built-in cameras
and prompted the tech titan to pivot its focus for
the device away from the general public.

Messaging app SnapChat has also released its
camera-equipped Spectacles, but they are pricey
and have struggled to catch on broadly with tech
lovers. Notably, the Ray-Ban Stories glasses will not
have augmented reality features - technology that
can mesh online computing with visual cues such as
mapping or face recognition.

Instead, the shades are an early step toward
efforts to create futuristic eyewear that adds to
real-world views with data or graphics from the
internet, Facebook chief executive Mark Zuckerberg
has said previously. The company had said in July it
was combining specialists from across its hardware,
gaming and virtual reality units to build an immer-
sive digital world known as the “metaverse.”

Privacy features 
Priced starting at $299, the Ray-Ban Stories will

roll out in Australia, Britain, Canada, Ireland, Italy
and the United States. Cameras are built into the
front of the frames, while the arms are designed to

act as directional speakers for listening to calls or
streamed audio. A white light in the front of the
frame goes on when the cameras are being used,
which is intended as a privacy feature to alert peo-
ple they could be filmed.

Users can take a picture or a video clip of up to
30 seconds by pressing a button at the temple or
using a voice command, both of which can be cues
that a camera is on. “We need the user to feel com-
pletely in control of their capture experience,” said
Facebook Reality Labs product manager Hind
Hobeika. “And, similarly, we need people around
them to feel comfortable that these smart glasses
exist and always be in the know when a capture is
happening,” Hobeika added, referring to filming.

The glasses also have a physical switch for turn-
ing them off. Users log into the glasses’ Facebook
View app using their accounts at the social network.
Ray-Ban Stories frames sync wirelessly to a smart-
phone app designed specifically for handling images
or video captured by the glasses. Users can decide
using the app whether they want to share pictures
or video they have just captured, such as posting to
Facebook or attaching them to an email. Only data
needed to run the app is gathered, and no informa-
tion is used for targeting ads, said Hobeika. — AFP 

Sotheby’s has won the rights to sell the
highly sought-after Macklowe art collec-
tion, valued at more than $600 million, the

auction house announced Thursday. The trove -
which includes works by Pablo Picasso, Andy
Warhol and Mark Rothko - was the subject of a
bitter legal dispute following the high-profile
divorce of New York real estate developer Harry
Macklowe and his ex-wife Linda.

Auction houses had been competing to sell
the 65 works which Sotheby’s described as the
“most significant collection of modern and con-
temporary art to ever appear on the market”.
Sotheby’s said it would put the pieces under the
hammer in two separate auctions in November
this year and May 2022. It said the $600 million
tag was the highest estimate ever placed on any
collection to come to auction.

The top lots are Alberto Giacometti’s “Le
Nez” sculpture, completed in 1964, and Rothko’s
1951 abstract “No. 7”, both of which are tipped
to sell for upwards of $70 million each. Other
highlights include Warhol’s 1962 “Nine
Marilyns”, estimated to sell for between $40 mil-
lion and $60 million and Cy Twombly’s
“Untitled” from 2007, which has the same price
estimate.

Gerhard Richter’s 1975 work “Seest¸ck” has
been priced between $25 million and $35 million
while Picasso’s “Figure (Project for a monument
to Guillaume Apollinaire)” is estimated at up to
$20 million. Two Willem de Koonings will also be
sold: “Untitled XXXIII” from 1977 and “Untitled
IV” from 1983, which are expected to fetch up to
$18 million and $15 million respectively.

“The Macklowe Collection stands in a league
of its own as the greatest collection of Modern
and Contemporary Art ever to come to the mar-
ket,” said Sotheby’s CEO Charles Stewart. “It
will undoubtedly captivate top collectors from

around the world, and the sale will make history
as one of the landmark events defining the art
market and the history of Sotheby’s over the
past 277 years,” he added.

During divorce proceedings, the Macklowes
had been unable to agree on how much the vast
collection was worth. A New York judge ruled in
2018 that the they should sell the 65 works and
split the works. A receiver was appointed to
broker the sale, which was delayed by the coro-
navirus pandemic. — AFP 

This undated image courtesy of  Sotheby’s
shows Pablo Picasso’s “Figure (Project for a
monument to Guillaume Apollinaire)” part of the
Macklowe Collection and estimated at up to $20
million. — AFP 

This undated image received on Sept 8, 2021 shows
a model wearing smart glasses by Facebook and
Ray Ban.  —AFP 

Italian authorities on Friday said they had seized
500 works of art suspected of being Francis
Bacon counterfeits, along with cash and other

valuables worth around three million euros. Five peo-
ple have been charged with criminal conspiracy to
“authenticate and circulate fake works of art” and
“fraud and money laundering”, according to an offi-
cial statement. The main suspect is a collector from
Bologna, according to media reports. He had been the
subject of two different investigations since 2018, the
statement said.

Police launched the first after discovering “numer-
ous works of contemporary art... including two draw-
ings (purporting to be) signed by Francis Bacon, one
of the most famous artists of the 20th century” at the
man’s home. The second investigation was opened by
the tax authorities, which found “financial flows with
foreign countries... incompatible with his legal sources
of income”, the statement said. Francis Bacon (1909-
1992) is famous for his triptychs, one of which, “Three
Studies of Lucian Freud”, sold for $142.4 million (€120
million at today’s exchange rate) in 2013 at Christie’s
in New York, making it one of the 10 most expensive
paintings ever sold at auction. — AFP 


