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Kuwait’s policy proceeds with 
unifying Gulf, Arab ranks: FM

Arab states keen to further joint action: Sheikh Dr Ahmad
CAIRO: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah said that Kuwait’s policy, 
in line with the directives of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, is pro-
ceeding with unifying the Gulf and Arab body. 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser made the statement to the 
press at the end of the 156th regular session of the 
Arab League Foreign Ministers that was chaired by 
Kuwait on Thursday. 

The Al-Ula Summit created a new consensus 
spirit amongst the region’s countries, he said. He 
stressed the importance of building on the summit’s 
results and boosting commonalities, affirming that 
Kuwait is moving forward in this way. Kuwait was 
honored to chair the Council of the League of Arab 

States for six months ending in March 2022, he said. 
He noted that the meeting was “fruitful” and full of 
deep discussions as it discussed all challenges and 
issues facing the Arab world, mainly the coronavirus 
and its repercussions on the Arabs. 

There is a unified vision on enhancing solidarity 
amongst the Arab health institutions, he affirmed. 
The Kuwaiti minister went on to say that there is a 
full understanding that “there is no immunized 
country if all of us are not immunized”. The gather-
ing witnessed a frank discussion amongst all Arab 
brothers on challenges facing the Arab region, 
topped with the Palestinian cause, he pointed out. 
He emphasized full interaction from all countries to 
refer the cause to the next UN General Assembly 
meeting planned at the end of this month. In addi-
tion, he elaborated, the conferees discussed the 
crises in Yemen, Syria and Iraq, and the recent 
developments in Libya. He finally referred that they 
focused on the distinguished bonds and ties 
between the Arab League and the African Union. 

 
Joint action 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad had earlier underlined the 
keenness of Arab states, including Kuwait, to boost 
joint action. Speaking to a press conference after 
chairing the ministerial talks, the minister said, when 
asked about Kuwaiti efforts to mend the rift between 
Algeria and Morocco, that his country has “great 
confidence in all the Arab leaderships, and their 
ongoing endeavor to boost joint Arab action.” 

“Kuwait and other Arab countries will play their 
role in this field to strengthen Arab reconciliation, 

solidarity and cohesion,” he explained. The minister 
recalled the Al-Ula summit in Saudi Arabia, which 
closed the chapter on a feud between Gulf states 
that lasted over three years, mentioning the emer-
gence of a “new Arab spirit in dialogue and reconcil-
iation, which aims to find common denominators to 
build upon.” The ministerial discussions were char-
acterized by “brotherhood and admiration,” he said, 
but conceded that “it is not healthy for 21 countries 
to come together and agree on everything.” 

On the top of these discussions was the “primary 
Arab issue,” the Palestinian issue, namely the Zionist 
entity’s continuing breaches on the rights of 
Palestinians in occupied territories, he said, stress-
ing the need to continue shedding light on these 
violations. The minister made significant reference 
to the events in late May, “whether the events of 
Sheikh Jarrah or what happened in the occupied 
territories or Gaza, and the Zionist violations for 
more than 73 years.” Regarding the matter, Arab 
states agreed for there to be “significant participa-
tion” at upcoming United Nations General 
Assembly meetings, he revealed. 

Similarly, he underlined the importance of ensur-
ing sustainable support for the UN Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) in its bid to provide 
humanitarian support to Palestinian refugees, unaf-
fected by political agenda. Alongside this, ministers 
discussed the developments in Lebanon, Syria, 
Libya, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia and the Comoros, 
alongside Iran’s occupation of the three Emirati 
islands, Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa. 
Other matters included the security of navigation 
and the transport of energy supplies in Arab Gulf 
waters, Iran and Turkey’s interventions in the inter-
nal affairs of Arab states and establishing a nuclear 
weapon-free zone in the Middle East. The minister 
also said that the matter of Arab-African coopera-
tion took a “large space” of the discussions 
throughout several Arab meetings, positively 
reflecting on the two regions’ close proximity in 
terms of “geography, human-to-human communica-
tion, customs, tradition, faith and mannerisms.” 

 
Arab-UN meeting 

At the same press conference, Arab League 

Secretary General Ahmad Abul-Gheit said an Arab 
Troika would convene with members of the United 
Nations Security Council on September 22 to mull 
the situation in the region, particularly the occupied 
Palestinian territories. The Arab Summit Troika — 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and Algeria 
— and the UNSC members will hold their meeting 
in New York on the sidelines of the coming UN 
General Assembly meeting, the Arab League chief 
said. Abul-Gheit thanked Tunisia, the Arab member 
at the UNSC, for arranging the meeting. 

On the coming Arab summit, he pointed out that 
it would be held next March in Algeria. He noted 
that the UN Palestinian refugee agency (UNRWA) 
is struggling with acute financial crisis, with a budg-
et shortfall estimated at approximately $100 million. 
Arab countries with a financial ability like Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria and Egypt are remarkably 
contributing to the UNRWA budget, he argued. The 
Arab League chief criticized the Zionist entity’s 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennet for opposing any 
attempts to resume negotiations for a political set-
tlement with Palestinians. — KUNA
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“So much of our politics has become a naked 

appeal to anger, fear, and resentment. That leaves 
us worried about our nation and our future togeth-
er,” he told mourners. 

In a video posted on the eve of the anniversary, 
Biden urged Americans to come together. “To me, 
that’s the central lesson of September 11th. It’s that 
at our most vulnerable, in the push and pull of all 
that makes us human, in the battle for the soul of 
America, unity is our greatest strength,” Biden said 
in a six-minute message from the White House. 

But former president Donald Trump shattered 
that unity, releasing a video message slamming the 
“inept administration” of Biden for its “incompe-
tence” over the Afghan withdrawal. The memorials 
come less than two weeks since the last soldiers left 
Kabul airport, ending the so-called “forever war”.  

But national discord over the chaotic exit, 

including the deaths of 13 US troops in a suicide 
bomb and the return to power of Al-Qaeda founder 
Osama bin Laden’s protectors the Taleban, has 
overshadowed what was supposed to be a pivotal 
day in Biden’s nearly eight-month-old presidency. 
“The leader of our country was made to look like a 
fool and that can never be allowed to happen,” 
Trump said. He blamed “bad planning, incredible 
weakness and leaders who truly didn’t understand 
what was happening”. 

In the last 20 years, bin Laden has been hunted 
down and killed and towering new skyscraper has 
risen over Manhattan, replacing the Twin Towers, 
dubbed the “Freedom Tower”. But the effects of 
9/11 rumble on. In Guantanamo Bay, accused 9/11 
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and four 
other men continue to await trial, nine years after 
charges were filed. 

And only last week did Biden order the release 
of classified documents from the FBI investigation 
over the next six months. World leaders sent mes-
sages of solidarity to the United States, saying the 
attackers had failed to destroy Western values. 
“They failed to drive our nations apart, or cause us 
to abandon our values, or to live in permanent 
fear,” said British leader Boris Johnson. — AFP  

US honors 9/11 
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Taleban fighters have violently put down 

protests that broke out against their rule in Kabul 
and elsewhere in recent days, shooting two people 
dead. They also detained and brutally beat some 
journalists who covered the protests, before out-
lawing demonstrations unless permitted by the 
justice department. Yesterday, however, dozens of 
women dressed head-to-toe in black abayas and 
face-covering niqabs were allowed to rally in sup-
port of the Taleban. Around 300 similarly dressed 
women first met at a lecture hall of a Kabul uni-
versity to hear speakers extol the virtues of 
Taleban policies. 

Also yesterday, PIA said it was resuming flights 
to and from Kabul, but added the schedule would 
depend on demand. “We have got all technical 
clearances for flight operations,” PIA spokesman 

Abdullah Hafeez Khan told AFP. “Our first commer-
cial plane... is scheduled to fly from Islamabad to 
Kabul on September 13. We will make the decision 
about the regular commercial operations in due 
course after assessing the situation.” 

Kabul airport was severely damaged during the 
evacuation of over 120,000 people, which ended 
with the withdrawal of US forces on Aug 30. The 
Taleban have been scrambling to get it operating 
again with Qatari technical assistance. In the last 
two days, Qatar Airways has operated two charter 
flights out of Kabul, carrying mostly foreigners and 
Afghans who missed being taken out during the 
evacuation. 

Two planes from the United Arab Emirates land-
ed yesterday carrying aid supplies including meat, 
powdered milk, cooking oil and other items - part 
of what an official described as a “humanitarian air-
bridge”. An operations manager with the UAE-
based GAAC - a company that has provided 
ground and security services for the airport since 
Nov 2020 — told AFP that efforts to make the 
facility fully functional were under way. “We have 
activated and resumed our operations,” said 
Ibrahim Moarafi.— AFP 
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 has successfully appealed today’s verdict”. He 

stepped down from the IOC in 2018 when the 
charges were laid. 

Sheikh Ahmad, who remains the head of the 
Asian Handball Federation, was accused of orches-
trating a fake arbitration case to legitimize suspi-
cious video recordings he presented as evidence of 
corrupt practices by ex-premier HH Sheikh Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and former 
National Assembly Speaker Jassem Al-Khorafi. 

In 2013 he provided these recordings to Kuwaiti 
authorities that he said showed the pair plotting a 
coup, and conducting corrupt transactions to 
pocket tens of billions of dollars of public funds. 
The authenticity of the video recordings was con-

tested. According to Friday’s ruling, Sheikh 
Ahmad’s lawyers then engineered a complex set-
up, in which he ceded the broadcast rights of the 
videos to Delaware firm Trekell. Trekell - a shell 
company controlled by the defendants, according 
to the court - then filed a lawsuit claiming the 
videos were fake. 

This enabled a fictitious arbitration to be set up, 
the court ruled. In the arbitration case, one of the 
Geneva-based lawyers took on the role of arbitra-
tor and signed a ruling stating that the videos were 
authentic, and received a 10,000-Swiss-franc pay-
ment in return. Sheikh Ahmad then attempted to 
use the Swiss court ruling as evidence that the 
voices heard in the recordings were those of the 
two former officials. 

Geneva prosecutors began investigating the case 
back in 2015 after a criminal complaint was filed 
there on behalf of Sheikh Nasser and Khorafi, who 
died in May that year. The Khorafi family’s lawyer, 
Catherine Hohl-Chirazi, told AFP the case had poi-
soned the final months of former parliament speaker’s 
life, adding: “All this was Machiavellian”. — AFP  
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The new government comes as Lebanon is mired 

in what the World Bank has described as one of the 
world’s worst economic crises since the 1850s. The 
overwhelming majority of Lebanese struggle to sur-
vive amid soaring inflation, fuel and medicine short-
ages and almost round-the-clock power cuts. A 
huge swathe of the population has sunken into 
poverty, while thousands of the better off have left 
the country for new lives abroad. French-language 
newspaper L’Orient - Le Jour questioned the naming 
of “an old-school cabinet to tackle a herculean task”. 

Mikati was the third person asked to try to form 
a new government after the previous one resigned 
following a massive explosion of ammonium nitrate 
fertilizer at Beirut port last summer that killed at 
least 214 people. It emerged afterwards that officials 
had known the highly explosive material had been 

lingering unsafely on the dockside for years, but had 
done nothing about it. 

Activists on social media slammed the new cabi-
net as representing the same people they hold 
responsible for the blast. One user described it as 
yet another product of “the nitrate regime, political 
sterility and corruption”. Lebanese political analyst 
Sami Nader said he doubted the new ministers’ 
ability to lead the country forward as they had been 
approved by the “same cooks”. He said he feared a 
continuation of the same “quota politics and bicker-
ing over every reform” that had dogged the previ-
ous cabinet. 

In an emotional speech on Friday, Mikati vowed 
to leave no stone unturned in his quest to save the 
Mediterranean country. But many see the business 
tycoon, who is reputed to be Lebanon’s wealthiest 
man, as a product of a corrupt oligarchy. He was 
accused by a state prosecutor in 2019 of illicit 
enrichment, a charge he denies.  

The new government includes some fresh faces. 
Among them is new health minister Firass Abiad, the 
head of Lebanon’s largest public hospital, who rose 
to prominence for his role in tackling the COVID-19 
pandemic. — AFP 
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