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US honors 9/11 victims on  
20th anniversary of attacks

NEW YORK: America marked the 20th anniver-
sary of 9/11 yesterday with pleas for unity at 
solemn ceremonies given added resonance by the 
messy withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan 
and return to power of the Taleban. At the 9/11 
memorial in New York, relatives wiped away 
tears, their voices breaking as they read out the 
names of the almost 3,000 people killed in the 
Al-Qaeda attacks. 

“We love you and we miss you,” many of them 
said as somber violin music played at the official 
ceremony, attended by dignitaries including 
President Joe Biden and former presidents Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton. The service at the Ground 
Zero site where 2,753 people died - some of whom 
jumped to their deaths from the collapsing towers - 
started shortly after 8:30 am (1230 GMT) under 
tight security, with Lower Manhattan effectively 
locked down. 

The first of six moments of silence were marked 
at 8:46 am, with a bell ringing to symbolize the time 
the first hijacked plane crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center. At 9:03 am, 
attendees stood still again to mark the moment the 
South Tower was struck. At 9:37 am, it was the 

Pentagon, where the hijacked airliner killed 184 
people in the plane and on the ground. 

At 9:59, the moment the South Tower fell. At 
10:03 am, they remembered the fourth plane to 
crash in a field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, after 
passengers fought the hijackers. And at 10:28 am, 
the North Tower falling. Mourners clutched photos 
of their loved ones, their pain still raw despite a 
whole generation having grown up since the morn-
ing of September 11. 

“It feels like it was yesterday. Every year (that) 
we get further away it becomes more important to 
remember” Joanne Pocher-Dzama, whose brother 
died at the World Trade Center, told AFP. Bruce 
Springsteen sang I’ll See You in My Dreams” and 
across New York smaller ceremonies took place at 
fire stations in remembrance of the 343 firefighters 
who lost their lives saving others. After nightfall, 
twin light beams were to be projected into the sky. 

Heart-wrenching commemorations also took 
place at the Pentagon and Shanksville, where for-
mer president George W Bush said the unity 
America showed following the attacks “seems dis-
tant” from today.  
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NEW YORK: (From left) Former US President Bill Clinton, former First Lady Hillary Clinton, former President 
Barack Obama, former First Lady Michelle Obama, President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden attend the 
annual 9/11 commemoration ceremony at the National 9/11 Memorial and Museum yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Veteran 
Indian sports adminis-
trator Raja Randhir 
Singh yesterday took 
over as head of the 
Olympic Council of 
Asia after its former 
Kuwaiti leader was 
sentenced to jail in a 
forgery case. Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-
Sabah, a member of 
Kuwait’s ruling family, 
stepped aside as Asia’s top sports official after 
the Geneva court found him guilty on Friday 
over a plot against political rivals in the state. 

Singh, 74, said in a statement he was taking 
over as interim president as the longest serving 
member of the OCA executive. “I have every 
confidence that Sheikh Ahmad will be success-
ful in his appeal,” Singh said, adding that he 
would seek “to ensure the continued smooth 
running of the organization in the critical peri-
od ahead.” 

Asia will host the 2022 Winter Olympics in 
China in February and has just started the one-
year countdown to the Asian Games in the 
Chinese city of Hangzhou. Singh, a former 
Olympic shooter, was a member of the 
International Olympic Committee executive 
until 2015 and helped bring events such as the 
2010 Commonwealth Games to India. 

Sheikh Ahmad had been one of the most 
powerful sports bosses in the world until his 
court troubles erupted. He was handed a 30-
month prison sentence for the alleged plot, half 
of which was suspended. Five defendants, 
including Sheikh Ahmad, were found guilty 
over a forgery scheme linked to efforts to show 
that Kuwait’s former prime minister and  parlia-
ment speaker were guilty of coup-plotting and 
corruption. 

Sheikh Ahmad denied any wrongdoing and 
said after the sentence was delivered that he 
would appeal. His office said he would “tem-
porarily step aside” from his OCA role “until he 
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KABUL: Taleban fighters patrol in a vehicle along the tarmac at the airport yes-
terday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Prime Minister-designate Najib Mikati signs a decree for the formation 
of a new Lebanese government after a meeting with the president at the presi-
dential palace in Baabda on Friday. —AFP 

KABUL: Afghanistan marked the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11 in muted fashion 
yesterday with the Taleban firmly in 
charge, two decades after being ousted 
for hosting the architects of the US 
attacks. The hardline Islamists retook 
power on Aug 15, after a lightning 
offensive that capitalized on the chaotic 
last weeks of the 20-year US-led occu-
pation that followed the 2001 attacks. 

In a sign that things were returning 
to normal, Pakistan International 

Airlines (PIA) said it would resume 
flights to Kabul from tomorrow, the first 
foreign commercial service since the 
Taleban seized power last month. And 
in a carefully orchestrated publicity 
stunt, hundreds of fully veiled women 
staged a rally at a Kabul university to 
profess support for the Taleban, just 
days after public protests against their 
rule were banned. 

Unconfirmed reports had circulated 
all week that the Taleban may use the 
Sept 11 anniversary to swear in their 
new government, but the day unfolded 
without formal recognition. “This is a 
day for America, not for Afghanistan,” 
said Muhammad Alzoad, a bank clerk. 
“This was nothing to do with 
Afghanistan, but it made us suffer.” 
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BEIRUT: Lebanese commentators 
voiced skepticism yesterday over the 
bankrupt state’s ability to win back 
the support of foreign donors after 
political factions finally agreed a new 
government following 13 months of 
horse-trading. Billionaire Najib 
Mikati, who has served as prime min-
ister twice before, on Friday unveiled 
his team of newcomers, some tech-
nocrats but all endorsed by at least 
one of the political parties dominant 

since the 1975-1990 civil war. 
The 24-member cabinet, which 

includes a single woman, faces the 
daunting task of carrying out reforms 
demanded by the international com-
munity to unlock desperately needed 
financial aid. But many Lebanese ques-
tioned whether the new team was up 
to the task, or would be able to bring 
forward the demands of a 2019 protest 
movement for an end to alleged mis-
management and corruption. 

“There is no confidence in Naji 
Mikati’s government, which represents 
the interests of a system that engi-
neered the country’s collapse,” wrote 
the Al-Akbar newspaper, which is 
close to powerful Shiite movement 
Hezbollah.  
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JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity has recaptured four 
of the six Palestinian militants who escaped from a 
high-security prison last week in one of the most 
spectacular breakouts in the country’s history, police 
said yesterday. Since Monday’s breakout, the army 

has poured troops into the occupied West Bank for a 
massive manhunt. 

But the two latest fugitives to be recaptured, who 
include a prominent former militant leader, were 
found hiding in a lorry park just outside Nazareth, 
police said. Zakaria Zubeidi, 45, is a former militant 
leader of the Fatah movement of Palestinian president 
Mahmud Abbas in the West Bank town of Jenin. 
Mohammad Ardah, 39, was sentenced to life in prison 
in 2002 for his role in Islamic Jihad’s armed wing. 

“Two more prisoners who escaped were captured 
a short time ago... while they were hiding in a parking  
lot for trucks,” the police said. “The hunt for the other 

two fugitives continues.” On Friday evening, police 
recaptured Yaqoub Qadri, 48, and Mahmud Abdullah 
Ardah, 45, both members of Islamic Jihad. Ardah was 
the alleged mastermind of the escape. “Police located 
(the two fugitives) and chased them in a helicopter,” 
the police statement said. “They offered no resistance 
when they were arrested in the south of Nazareth.” 

Zionist media said police were alerted by residents 
who reported seeing two men searching litter bins for 
food. Shortly after their capture was announced 
Friday, the army said that a rocket had been fired at 
the Zionist entity from the Gaza Strip, but was inter-
cepted by air defenses. — AFP 
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