
NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic moved within two matches of
completing the first men’s calendar-year singles Grand Slam in 52
years on Wednesday, rallying to defeat Italian Matteo Berrettini
in a US Open quarter-final. Top-ranked Djokovic stretched his
Grand Slam win streak to 26 matches by eliminating sixth seed
Berrettini 5-7, 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 at Arthur Ashe Stadium in a rematch
of July’s Wimbledon final.

“I think it was a great performance overall,” Djokovic said, call-
ing his last three sets “the best three sets I’ve played in the tour-
nament”. The world number one booked a semi-final date Friday
against Olympic champion Alexander Zverev, who beat Djokovic
in the semi-finals in Tokyo. “He’s in tremendous form. He has been
winning a lot,” Djokovic said. “He’s one of the best players in the
world right now and I’m pumped. The bigger the challenge, the
more glory in overcoming it.”

Djokovic is trying to become the first man to win all four
major titles in the same year since Rod Laver in 1969, but he
wasn’t ready ponder the glory of that challenge just yet. “Only
focusing on the next match. Don’t ask me about history,”
Djokovic said. “I’m thinking only about the next match. Step by
step.” The 34-year-old Serbian also seeks his fourth US Open
title and men’s record 21st career Slam trophy, which would lift
him one above the mark he shares with Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal, both absent with injuries. 

German fourth seed Zverev, last year’s US Open runner-up,
reached his fourth career Slam semi-final by eliminating South
Africa’s 46th-ranked Lloyd Harris 7-6 (8/6), 6-3, 6-4. Zverev
denied Djokovic’s bid for a “Golden Slam” sweep of all four
major titles plus Olympic gold, but Djokovic leads their all-time
rivalry 6-3. “He’s the best player in the world. He’s very difficult

to beat,” Zverev said. “I was the first player to beat him in a very
big match this year. That does give you something.”

Zverev is on a 16-match win streak that includes a title last
month at Cincinnati. Djokovic didn’t play between the Olympics
and the Open. Djokovic improved to 4-0 in his rivalry with
Berrettini, who was chasing his third Slam semi-final after the
2019 US Open and his career-best Wimbledon runner-up effort.
Berrettini secured the first break with a forehand cross-court
winner to seize a 6-5 lead, then squandered three set points be-
fore Djokovic sent a forehand wide to surrender a tension-
packed first set after 77 minutes.

After dropping the opening set for a third consecutive match,
Djokovic broke for a 3-1 lead in the second when Berrettini sent a
backhand long, his power struggling to cope with the all-around fi-
nesse of Djokovic’s game. Berrettini netted a backhand to surrender
a break and the second set and Djokovic broke again in game two
of the third and again in the last to claim the set.

A passing forehand winner to break gave Djokovic a 2-0 lead
in the fourth set and he held out from there to win in three hours
and 27 minutes. “It was a great match, a lot of energy on the
court,” Djokovic said. “When I lost the first set, I managed to
forget about it, move on, be in the moment. I was dialed in,
locked in from the beginning of the second set and was able to
raise my level.”

Zverev was down set point in his opening tie-breaker before
Harris sent two forehands long and Zverev blasted a service win-
ner to take the first set. “He was serving incredible, in the first
set especially,” Zverev said. “Somehow was able to win that tie-
breaker and that loosened me up. “I’m really happy to get
through in three.” Zverev broke Harris for a 2-0 lead in the sec-

ond set and held serve from there. In the third, Zverev broke Har-
ris in the first and third games and won after two hours and six
minutes with his 21st ace of the match.

“The level wasn’t quite where it needed to be,” Harris
said. “A little disappointing in that regard. Nonetheless, still
a lot of positives to take from the week.” The best prior Slam
run for Harris was to the third round of this year’s Australian
Open. — AFP 

Djokovic moves two shy of Slam 
with Zverev next at US Open

NEW YORK: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return to Italy’s Matteo Berrettini
during their 2021 US Open Tennis tournament men’s quarter-finals match at
the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center on Wednesday. — AFP 
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Raducanu to 
face Sakkari in 
US Open semis
NEW YORK: British 18-year-old sensation
Emma Raducanu became the first qualifier to
reach the US Open semi-finals by defeating
Tokyo Olympic champion Belinda Bencic 6-3, 6-
4 on Wednesday. Raducanu, only the fourth
qualifier to reach a Grand Slam semi-final, made
the Swiss 11th seed the highest-rated victim of
her young career in making history on the New
York hardcourts. “It was a really tough match,”
Raducanu said. “I’m really glad to have come
through.”

World number 150 Raducanu, who hasn’t
dropped a set at the Open, had no clue she
would become the new British number one or
about the historic impact of her display on the
New York hardcourts. “I’ve actually got no idea
about any of the records at all,” Raducanu said.
“It’s the first time I heard I was the first qualifier
to make the semis. I had no idea before that. “I’m
not here to chase any records right now. I’m just
taking care of what I can do on the moment and
on the match ahead.”

Next for Raducanu is a first-ever matchup
against Greek 17th seed Maria Sakkari, who
ousted Czech fourth seed Karolina Pliskova 6-
4, 6-4. Sakkari, whose first Slam semi-final came
in June at the French Open, also eliminated 2019
US Open winner Bianca Andreescu, the sixth

seed from Canada, and Czech 10th seed Petra
Kvitova, a two-time Wimbledon champion, in
matching her best Slam run.

Asked about the challenge of Raducanu,
Sakkari said, “It’s great for our sport. We have
many young girls playing really well right now. I
trust myself. I trust my game.” Raducanu, who
would be the first qualifier to ever reach a Grand
Slam final, made her Slam debut this year at
Wimbledon and reached the fourth round. She is
trying to become the first British woman to win
a Grand Slam title since Virginia Wade at Wim-
bledon in 1977 and the first British woman to win
the US Open since Wade in 1968.  — AFP 

Trump to provide 
commentary for 
Holyfield-Belfort fight
MIAMI: Former US president Donald Trump
will provide commentary for the upcoming
fight between former world heavyweight
champion Evander Holyfield and Brazilian
mixed martial arts star Vitor Belfort, the digi-
tal channel that will stream the bout an-
nounced on Wednesday. “I love great fighters
and great fights. I look forward to seeing both
this Saturday night and sharing my thoughts
ringside,” Trump said in a statement released
by FITE TV. “You won’t want to miss this spe-
cial event.”

The main commentary for the bout will be
on the HBO channel, but viewers who pay
$49.99 can opt to listen on FITE to Trump,
who will be joined by his son Don Jr. The 58-
year-old Holyfield will fight Belfort at the Hard
Rock Hotel and Casino in Hollywood, Florida
on Saturday, after former boxing great Oscar
De La Hoya was forced to step aside after
testing positive for COVID-19. The bout,
which is being held on the 20th anniversary of
the Al-Qaeda attacks on New York and
Washington, was originally scheduled to take
place at the Staples Center in Los Angeles.

It was moved to Florida after California
boxing authorities refused to sanction the
fight between Belfort and Holyfield - who will

be a month shy of his 59th birthday on fight
night. Holyfield hasn’t fought since 2011, but
he had signed to fight Kevin McBride earlier
this year - with a possible future fight against
his old nemesis Mike Tyson on the horizon.

After the proposed McBride fight failed
to materialize, Holyfield posted on Instagram
in August that he’d been “training hard for
months”. “I promise my fans I will step back
in the ring at least one more time before I lay
my gloves to rest for good,” he said. Trump
is no stranger to boxing, having hosted a
number of fights at his former Atlantic City
casinos. — AFP 

Donald Trump

NEW YORK: Britain’s Emma Raducanu celebrates her win
over Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic during their 2021 US
Open Tennis tournament women’s quarter-finals match
at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center on
Wednesday. —AFP 


