
MANCHESTER: India head into the fifth Test in
Manchester starting Friday just one match away
from the superb achievement of winning Test se-
ries in both Australia and England in the same
year. Their 157-run win at the Oval completed
Monday, that put them 2-1 up with one to play,
came after England’s innings and 76-run victory
at Headingley, where India were dismissed for just
78 in the first innings.

But it was a different story in south London.
Rohit Sharma scored his first Test hundred out-
side of India, all-rounder Shardul Thakur hit
fifties in both innings and took valuable wickets
and Ravindra Jadeja bowled some probing spin.
Jasprit Bumrah’s devastating spell of reverse
swing - 6-3-6-2 — was then instrumental in
England losing their last eight wickets for 69 runs
as India bounced back in style.

India’s win was made all the more remarkable
by the omission of Ravichandran Ashwin, yet to
feature in this series, despite the off-spinner’s
haul of 413 Test wickets. In Australia, India recov-
ered from being 36 all out in the series opener to
win 2-1 and they now lead England by the same
scoreline after bouncing back from another bat-
ting collapse.

‘Love being written off’ 
“It was unbelievable,” said India captain Virat

Kohli after the victory. “We love being written off
and I think a lot of people after Leeds really stood
up and said, ‘Will India be able to come back?’
But we’ve shown time and time again that we are
a top side and we have been at the top for a while
now, and that’s because of the belief and the pas-

sion that we have in this group,” he added.
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)

President Sourav Ganguly, himself a former India
captain, wrote on Twitter: “The skill is the differ-
ence but the biggest difference is the absorbing
power of pressure. Indian cricket is far ahead
than the rest.” But no one is now writing off
India, who have been in England since losing the
inaugural World Test Championship final to New
Zealand in June.

In Manchester, however, India must cope with
the pressure of being favourites to win, or at
least avoid defeat, if they are to enjoy just a
fourth series victory in England following their
1971, 1986 and 2007 triumphs. India may be able
to summon some of the ‘backs to the wall’ spirit
Kohli thrives upon from knowing they will be
without head coach Ravi Shastri, bowling coach
Bharat Arun and fielding coach Ramakrishnan
Sridhar, who will all miss the match after testing
positive for COVID-19.

Anderson concerns 
Meanwhile, England are on the brink of losing

two Test series in a home season for the first time
since 1986. Veteran seamer James Anderson and
Ollie Robinson have both bowled more than 163
overs each so far this series, the pair combining
for 36 wickets in the absence of the injured Stuart
Broad and Jofra Archer, with all-rounder Ben
Stokes missing the series due to mental health is-
sues. “You want to make sure you do the best
thing for the player but you also don’t want to go
into a Test match and someone go down injured
and you’ve got one less bowler at your disposal,”

said England captain Joe Root. Root said Jos But-
tler, who missed the fourth Test for the birth of his
second child, would return as England’s vice-cap-
tain and wicketkeeper.

It means Jonny Bairstow, who kept wicket at
the Oval, is in line to miss out given batsman Ollie
Pope made 81 on his England return in that match.
England could play two spinners at Old Trafford
after Somerset left-armer Jack Leach was recalled
in addition to Moeen Ali. Root said not managing

key pressure points had “really cost us”. So too
has a lack of runs from anyone other than the
England skipper, the world’s top-ranked Test
batsman. Root has scored 564 runs at an average
of 94, including three hundreds, this series with
England’s next-best contribution Bairstow’s 184
runs at 26.28. Root, in a plea to his team, asked:
“Can you be the one to go and make that big
score and to really put us in a position of strength,
be part of a really big partnership?” — AFP 

India eye historic series win 
as England try to regroup

MANCHESTER: India’s Ravichandran Ashwin (left) talks with India’s captain Virat Kohli during a team
practice session ahead of the fifth cricket Test match between England and India at Old Trafford on
Wednesday. — AFP 

Friday, September 10, 2021S p o r t s

Friday36

Worth the wait: 
Jeter ushered into 
baseball Hall of Fame
NEW YORK: New York Yankees icon Derek Jeter was finally
ushered into baseball’s Hall of Fame on Wednesday after a year-
long wait to enter the sport’s pantheon of greats following the
COVID-19 pandemic. Jeter and fellow inductees Larry Walker,
Ted Simmons and the late Marvin Miller were saluted at an out-
door ceremony for the Class of 2020 held near the hall in Coop-
erstown, New York.

Basketball greats Michael Jordan and Patrick Ewing were in
attendance along with a crowd of Yankees fans chanting Jeter’s
name as they saluted the man known as “Captain Clutch”. “I forgot
how good that feels,” Jeter told the cheering crowd before reading
a prepared speech at a ceremony which had been postponed for
more than year due to the coronavirus.

Jeter was chosen for the hall after coming within one vote of
being a unanimous pick during voting by the Baseball Writers As-
sociation of America last year, garnering 396 out of 397 ballots.
“Thank you to the baseball writers - all but one of you - who
voted for me,” Jeter quipped on Wednesday. Jeter used his speech
to recall how he had been inspired by meeting Rachel Robinson,
the widow of the late Jackie Robinson, at a dinner in 1996 as well
an encounter with Hank Aaron in 1999 at the All-Star Game.

“These two moments in particular are when I realized it’s more
than just a game. During my career, I wanted to make Mrs Robin-

son proud, I wanted to make Hank Aaron proud, I wanted to make
all you behind me proud,” Jeter said. “Not the statistics. Proud of
how I played the game, how I carried myself and how I respected
the game for those before and after me.”

Former Montreal Expos, Colorado Rockies and St Louis Car-
dinals star Walker, only the second Canadian-born Hall of Famer,
meanwhile, was greeted by fans waving Canadian flags. “I share
this honor with every Canadian,” said Walker, National League
Most Valuable Player in 1997 and a five-time All-Star. “I hope for
all you Canadian kids out there that have dreams of playing in the
big leagues that seeing me here today gives you another reason
to go after those dreams.” — AFP 

IOC boss: Afghan 
Olympic athletes 
‘out of’ country
LAUSANNE: All Afghan athletes who competed in the recent
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, as well as two hoping to qualify
for the 2022 Beijing Winter Games, are “outside the country”, In-
ternational Olympic Committee (IOC) president Thomas Bach
said Wednesday. The new Taleban interim government began
work in Afghanistan on Wednesday, after the militant group
ousted the US-backed administration on August 15.

Bach said the Afghanistan National Olympic Committee had al-
ready expressed concerns for its athletes on August 8, the day of
the Tokyo Olympics closing ceremony. “All athletes who partici-
pated at the Olympic and Paralympic Games at Tokyo 2020 are out-
side the country,” he told reporters. “Two winter sport athletes are
also outside the country and continue training, hoping to qualify for
Beijing.” “It goes without saying, given the circumstances, that there
was a special focus on women and girls in the Olympic community,”
Bach added. He also said a “significant number of other members
of the Olympic community in Afghanistan have received humani-
tarian visas and could leave the country”. Notorious for their brutal
and oppressive rule from 1996 to 2001, the Taleban had promised
a more inclusive government this time. However, all the top positions
in the interim government were handed to key leaders from the
movement and the Haqqani network - the most violent faction of
the Taleban known for devastating attacks. — AFP 

COOPERSTOWN, New York: Derek Jeter, Larry Walker and Ted Simmons
pose with their plaques during the Baseball Hall of Fame induction cer-
emony at Clark Sports Center on Wednesday. — AFP 


