
WASHINGTON: A death row prisoner in Texas
was granted a last-minute stay of execution by
the US Supreme Court Wednesday night after
asking that his pastor be allowed to hold him as
he is put to death by lethal injection. “The appli-
cation for stay of execution of sentence of death
... is granted,” the Supreme Court’s ruling said. It
gave no explanation, a practice which is common
in emergency rulings. John Ramirez, 37, was
scheduled to be executed Wednesday evening
for stabbing a convenience store clerk to death
during a 2004 robbery.

Seth Kretzer, Ramirez’ lawyer, petitioned the
Supreme Court to halt the execution because the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ)
will not allow Ramirez’ Baptist pastor, the Rev-
erend Dana Moore, to hold him as he is executed
or to pray aloud in the execution chamber. “The
first problem is that under the TDCJ’s most re-
cent policy, Pastor Moore (may) not lay hands
on Ramirez during his death,” Kretzer said. The
second problem is that Pastor Moore may not
pray, speak, read Scripture, move his lips, or do
anything at all.

“In other words, Pastor Moore is compelled
to stand in his little corner of the room like a pot-
ted plant.” Ramirez’ lawyer said if Moore prays
out loud he risks being “ejected from the execu-
tion chamber by guards and referred for prose-

cution.” “Ramirez will be ex-
ecuted without the spiritual
advisor guaranteed to him
under the Constitution,” he
said. The Texas prison au-
thorities allow a spiritual ad-
visor to be in the room
during an execution, but they
must be quiet and are not al-
lowed to touch a prisoner.

The conservative-leaning
Supreme Court rarely inter-
venes to halt executions, but
it has done so in recent cases
where prisoners have argued
they are being denied access
to spiritual advisors. In the Ramirez case it
granted the stay without saying why, and said it
will study the merits of the case in October or
November. The court could take the opportunity
of Ramirez’ case to clarify its position on the re-
ligious rights of those sentenced to death.

In 2018 it rejected the request of a stay of
execution for Muslim prisoner who asked for an
imam to be by his side during his execution. A
few weeks later, following a public outcry, a
stay was granted to an inmate who wanted a
Buddhist spiritual advisor to accompany him to
the execution chamber. And this year the court

ruled that states could not outlaw spiritual ad-
visors to accompany death row inmates en-
tirely. The Supreme Court said it would revisit

Ramirez’ case in October or November. There
have been five people executed in the United
States this year. — AFP 
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LUCASVILLE: This file photo shows the witness room facing the execution chamber of the ‘death house’ at the
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility. A death row prisoner John Ramirez (inset) was granted a last-minute stay of
execution by the US Supreme Court Wednesday night after asking that his pastor be allowed to hold him as he is
put to death by lethal injection. — AFP 

Biden wants solar 
to provide 45% of 
US energy by 2050
NEW YORK: The Biden administration said Wednesday the
United States should aim to garner nearly 50 percent of its elec-
tric supply from solar energy by mid-century, unveiling the latest
component of its climate change strategy. A report released by
the Department of Energy (DOE) said solar could account for
much as 40 percent of the power supply by 2035 and 45 percent
by 2050, up from its current level of just three percent.

However reaching this level would require the United States to
quadruple its annual solar capacity additions, the department said
in a statement. This future also depends on extensive public in-
vestments in a power grid originally built for power from coal and
natural gas, as well as policy changes to disincentivize carbon-
based energy, the department added. The report comes as Pres-
ident Joe Biden presses for aggressive action on climate change
and renewable energy as Congress debates massive proposals to
overhaul the country’s infrastructure against a backdrop of wors-
ening tropical storms and forest fires in the United States.

It also comes on the heels of a White House announcement
last month that set a 2030 target for half of all cars sold in the
United States to be zero-emission - another bold goal that will
depend on a confluence of public policies, private sector invest-
ments and consumer preference to become a reality. As with
other ambitious climate targets such as “Net zero” emissions by
2050, Biden’s solar goals are “aspirational not practical,” said
Dan Pickering, founder of Pickering Energy Partners in Houston.
“Trillions will be spent trying to get there. Moving that direction

EFFICIENTLY is hugely critical... and hugely valuable.”

Congressional debate
The DOE release included some policy objectives, but

leaves much of the detail and decisions to Congress. The re-
port foresees some $562 billion in additional cost in the build-
out through 2050, but did not lay out a target for the public
share of investment.

The analysis described the investment as cost-effective, saying
some $1.7 trillion would ultimately be saved through “avoided cli-
mate damages and improved air quality.” The big jump in deploy-
ment rests on “continued technological advances” that would limit
electricity prices and an increase in storage capacity of solar ca-
pacity to build in resilience. “The study illuminates the fact that
solar, our cheapest and fastest-growing source of clean energy,
could produce enough electricity to power all of the homes in the
US by 2035,” Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm said.

“Achieving this bright future requires a massive and equitable
deployment of renewable energy and strong decarbonization po-
lices -  exactly what is laid out in the bipartisan Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act and President Biden’s Build Back Better
agenda.” A $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure package focuses
primarily on roads and bridges, leaving significant climate-related
investments to a $3.5 trillion plan backed by Biden’s Democratic
party that faces longer odds.

But congressional Republicans have balked at Biden’s strat-
egy, particularly the larger package. Americans for Prosperity, a
libertarian advocacy group backed by the Koch Brothers, has
dismissed the total $4.7 trillion in planned legislations as “waste-
ful, partisan wish lists” and called for Washington to “stop the
spending spree.” But Biden highlighted the need for action during
a visit Tuesday to parts of New York and New Jersey ravaged by
Hurricane Ida last week, saying the world faces a “code red” dan-
ger on climate. — AFP 

Book burning 
sparks backlash
MONTREAL: Burning Tintin books deemed offensive to indige-
nous peoples? The 2019 book burning at a group of schools in
Canada, only revealed this week, has sparked controversy amid
an election campaign. The Conseil scolaire catholique Providence,
which manages 30 schools in southwestern Ontario, identified and
removed 5,000 children’s books it claimed conveyed prejudices
about indigenous peoples.

Among the titles were “Tintin in America,” “Asterix and the In-
dians” and three Lucky Luke comic books, as well as novels and
encyclopedias. Some were burned during a reconciliation cere-
mony, Radio-Canada revealed Tuesday. “It was a gesture of rec-
onciliation with the First Nations and a gesture of openness
towards other groups represented in the school district and in so-
ciety,” Lyne Cossette told the public broadcaster, citing works
that contained “obsolete and inappropriate content.”

Faced with a public backlash, the school board said Wednesday
it had suspended the removal of books from its libraries. Nearly 200
books are currently under review. “I am never in favor of burning
the books,” said Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during a campaign
stop, while also highlighting the importance of reconciliation with
the First Nations. On Twitter, leader Erin O’Toole promised that “a
Conservative government would be committed to reconciliation.”
“But the road to reconciliation does not mean tearing down Canada.
I strongly condemn the burning of books,” he said. The leader of the
New Democratic Party, Jagmeet Singh, meanwhile espoused changes
to how children are taught. Canada was shaken by recent discoveries
of hundreds of unmarked graves of indigenous children forced to at-
tend residential schools set up by the government to assimilate them
into the mainstream from the late 1800s to the 1990s.— AFP 

US court grants prisoner stay of 
execution on religious grounds

A last-minute stay of execution by US Supreme Court


