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NEW YORK: Tom Brady embarks on the latest 
chapter of his age-defying career today as the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers launch their quest for 
back-to-back Super Bowls in a season-opening 
clash with the Dallas Cowboys. 

It  is  a lmost 20 years s ince Brady’s NFL 
odyssey began in earnest, when the quarterback 
replaced the injured Drew Bledsoe for the New 
England Patriots in a game against the New York 
Jets on September 23, 2001. 

No-one knew it at the time, but it effectively 
marked the start of the Patriots dynasty, with 
Brady retaining the starter ’s  jersey for the 
remainder of a season which culminated in the 
first of his seven Super Bowl titles. Two decades 
later, and the 44-year-old Brady remains, incredi-
bly, at the sharp end of one of the most unforgiv-
ing crucibles in professional sport, where the 
average span of a playing career is just 3.3 years. 

Last season, Brady flouted conventional wis-
dom once more, leading Tampa Bay to an upset 
31-9 Super Bowl victory over the defending 
champion Kansas City Chiefs in his first season 
with the club since leaving the Patriots. Many 
critics wondered whether last season’s Super 
Bowl represents the greatest achievement of a 
career already studded with milestones and 
records that may never be surpassed. 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic decimating 
pre-season training in 2020, making it harder for 

the new quarterback to settle in, Brady turned the 
Bucs into a championship-caliber team over the 
course of a single season. “He brought a winning 
mentality to a really talented team that didn’t 
know how to win,” was the verdict of Bucs coach 
Bruce Arians. 

 
Room to improve 

Moreover, Brady revealed during the close 
season that he had done it effectively on one leg, 
having played the entire 
2020 season with a torn 
knee ligament. Never one 
to dwel l  on his  past 
achievements, Brady has 
already left last season in 
the rear-view mirror. 

His  eyes are f irmly 
fixed on the challenges 
that lie ahead in what will 
be the 22nd season of his 
career. “It’s really just a 
whole another year and experience,” Brady said 
on Tuesday. “We’ve got a chance to play as the 
2021 team, as the best we possibly can. And our 
coaches have put us in the best possible position 
to be successful.” 

Unusually, Brady will have a familiar support-
ing cast as he chases back-to-back champi-
onships for the f irst  t ime since leading the 

Patr iots to t i t les in 2004 and 2005. The 
Buccaneers head into the season with all 22 of 
their Super Bowl starters on offense and defense 
returning for the new campaign — the first time 
that has happened since the Oakland Raiders 
brought back their championship roster in 1977. 

“We’ve got a lot of continuity, we’ve got a lot 
of things to build on, we’re a lot more experi-
enced together,” Brady said. “That’s really all you 
can ask for as players. I’d like us to go out there 

and take advantage of 
that. As good as we were 
last season, as well as we 
played, with the same 
group of guys, I’d love to 
see how good we can be 
this  year. But i t ’s  not 
about hype, or BS, or 
build-up. We’ve got to go 
and do it.” 

Ominously for the rest 
of the league, Brady 

believes there is plenty of scope for improvement 
in a team which finished second in the NFC South 
behind the New Orleans Saints last season with an 
11-5 record. “It’s not like we won 60-0,” Brady said. 
“We had a lot of games where we struggled — 
struggled to move the ball, struggled against cer-
tain blitzes, struggled to run the ball, struggled to 
complete passes. We can improve in a lot of areas.” 

New generation 
It remains to be seen which teams will be 

capable of matching the Buccaneers if  they 
improve as  Brady envisages . After  last 
February’s Super Bowl mauling, Kansas City 
moved quickly to strengthen their offensive line, 
bringing in Joe Thuney and Kyle Long to give 
added protect ion to  quarterback Patr ick 
Mahomes. Few would be surprised to see the 
Chiefs  back in  the Super  Bowl  for  a  th i rd 
straight season. 

Elsewhere, all eyes will be on the latest class 
of rookie quarterbacks joining the league, with 
number one draft pick, Trevor Lawrence looking 
to refire the Jacksonvi l le Jaguars and Zach 
Wilson tasked with attempting to transform the 
New York Jets into a competitive force. New 
England meanwhile hope to have found their 
long-term successor to Brady in the shape of 
rookie Mac Jones, while Justin Fields will be 
hoping to make the starter’s jersey his own with 
the Chicago Bears. 

NFL stadiums across the United States will 
welcome back capacity crowds again after the 
pandemic-hit 2020 season saw many teams play 
games in empty stadiums. New COVID-19 pro-
tocols in force will encourage players to get 
vaccinated, with unvaccinated players facing 
more stringent rules and more frequent testing 
than their vaccinated counterparts. — AFP

Unvaccinated 
players face more 

stringent rules

HOUSTON: Tom Brady #12 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during action in the first quarter of an NFL preseason game against the Houston Texans at NRG Stadium on August 28, 2021 in Houston, Texas. — AFP

Age-defying Brady eyes NFL 
encore as season kicks off

Bucs launch back-to-back championship quest in clash with Cowboys

LONDON: Social media companies 
need to act immediately to end racial 
abuse, former footballer Anton Ferdinand 
said yesterday, warning that online hate 
could even be fatal. The ex-West Ham 
defender’s call came as he gave evidence 
to a parliamentary committee scrutiniz-
ing the British government’s plan to 
tighten online safety laws. It also fol-
lowed fresh racist abuse targeting 
England’s black footballers both on and 
off the field. 

Ferdinand, 36, highlighted the addic-
tive nature of social media and the “men-
tal health issue of not being able to 
escape it”. “My worry is, what are the 
social media companies waiting for? Are 
they waiting for a high-profile footballer 

to kill themselves, or a member of their 
family to commit suicide?” 

“Is that what they’re waiting for? 
Because it they’re waiting for that, it’s 
too late,” he added, accusing companies 
of talking a good game but failing to act. 
England pair Raheem Sterling and Jude 
Bellingham were subjected to monkey 
chants during the national side’s 4-0 
World Cup qualifying win against 
Hungary in Budapest last week. 

That followed police investigations 
into messages directed at some of 
England’s black players after the Euro 
2020 final defeat to Italy in July. The UK 
Football Policing Unit in August said it 
had identified 207 potentially criminal 
posts, 123 of which were sent from 

accounts outside Britain. 
One man appeared in court in north-

west England yesterday and admitted a 
single charge of sending an offensive or 
abusive message by a public communi-
cation network. Scott McCluskey, 43, 
from Runcorn in Cheshire, singled out 
Marcus Rashford, Bukayo Saka and 
Jadon Sancho in an abusive Facebook 
message after they missed their penalties 
in a shootout. While at QPR, Ferdinand 
was at the center of a racism row with 
Chelsea’s John Terry in 2011. Terry was 
cleared of wrongdoing in court but 
banned by the Football Association for 
four matches. 

Ferdinand suggested yesterday there 
should be greater use of technology to 
block the sending of potentially inap-
propriate messages, and also to ban 
anonymous online accounts. There also 
needed to be a greater understanding 
of the experience of racism within the 
higher echelons of social media compa-
nies, he added. 

He was backed by former England 

women’s international Lianne 
Sanderson, who told lawmakers she had 
received racist, homophobic and sexist 
abuse online. Marvin Sordell, a former 

England under-21 player, said social 
media abuse — and weak sanctions — 
was one of the reasons he left the sport 
aged just 28. — AFP

Social media giants 
failing on racist abuse: 
Anton Ferdinand

LONDON: England’s midfielder Jesse Lingard (left) and England’s midfielder 
Raheem Sterling attend an England training session at Hotspur Way, the Tottenham 
Hotspur training ground, in Enfield, north of London on Tuesday. — AFP


