
NEW YORK: Daniil Medvedev
advanced to his third straight US Open
semi-final on Tuesday while Canadian 19-
year-old Leylah Fernandez delivered
another stunner to reach the last four of a
Grand Slam for the first time.

Russian second seed Medvedev, chas-
ing his first Slam title, eliminated 117th-
ranked Dutch qualifier Botic Van de
Zandschulp 6-3, 6-0, 4-6, 7-5 at Arthur
Ashe Stadium. “I just want to do a little
bit better than the last two times and
get this extra step, which is the tough-
est one, actually,” Medvedev said.
Medvedev moved one victory from a
possible championship match against
history-chasing Novak Djokovic.

The 25-year-old from Moscow
was a 2019 US Open runner-up and
lost this year’s Australian Open final
to top-ranked Djokovic, who seeks
his fourth US Open title to complete
the first men’s singles calendar-year
Grand Slam since Rod Laver in 1969.
“I don’t think about him, because as we
saw, anybody can beat anybody,”
Medvedev said. “If he’s in the final, and
if I’m there, I’m happy. He’s also happy,
I guess.”

Fernandez, who had already ousted
defending champion Naomi Osaka and
three-time Slam winner Angelique
Kerber, defeated Ukraine’s fifth-seeded
Elina Svitolina 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5). “I
told myself to trust my shots,” Fernandez
said. “Even if I lose, I’ve got to go for it.

And I’m glad I did.”
Fernandez, ranked 73rd, was inspired

by pre-match strategy from her
father/coach Jorge, a former Ecuadoran
football player. “He told me to go out
and have fun, fight for every point,” she
said. “It’s your first Grand Slam quarter-
final. Don’t make it your last. Don’t make
it your last match over here. Fight for
your dream.”

Medvedev will next face Canadian

12th seed Felix Auger-Aliassime, 21, who
reached his first Slam semi-final when
55th-ranked Spanish 18-year-old Carlos
Alcaraz retired trailing 6-3, 3-1 with a leg
injury. “It’s an amazing milestone,” said
Auger-Aliassime. “It’s a weird way to end
but I’ll have a chance to play one of the
best players in the world. I’m happy I’m
through and I’ll try to win the next one.”

Medvedev won his only meeting with
Auger-Aliassime in Canada in 2018.
Nadal’s uncle and former coach, Toni

Nadal, guides Auger-Aliassime. “The
communication has been great, the work
is good and the results are coming,”
Auger-Aliassime said.

Van de Zandschulp hoped to become
the first qualifier to reach the US Open
semi-finals and only the sixth to do so at
any Grand Slam event. But the Russian
dominated the first two sets before the
Dutchman fought back to take the third,
Medvedev’s first lost set of the Open.

“First two sets he was missing. I was
controlling the game,” Medvedev
said. “Third set he started missing
less.” Medvedev took the only break
of the final set on match point when
the Dutchman netted a forehand
drop volley to end matters after two
hours and 23 minutes. “In the fourth,
he served amazing,” Van de
Zandschulp said. “He’s the guy who
deserved to win.”

Fernandez shocks again
Left-hander Fernandez, who turned 19

on Monday, snapped the Tokyo Olympic
bronze medalist’s nine-match win streak
with clutch shotmaking, firing 42 winners,
as spectators roared their delight.
“Throughout the whole match, I was so
nervous,” Fernandez told the crowd.
“Thanks to you, I was able to push
through.”

Fernandez broke for a 4-2 lead and
captured the first set in 38 minutes, the
first Svitolina surrendered at the Open. In

the second set, Svitolina broke twice to
lead 5-1 but Fernandez broke in the sev-
enth game and forced three break points
in the last game before a Svitolina ace
mandated a third set.

Fernandez and Svitolina exchanged
four breaks on the way to the tie-breaker,
in which the teenager never trailed,
advancing after two hours and 24 min-
utes with a service winner. Fernandez
booked a semi-final matchup against

second seed Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus,
who defeated Czech eighth seed and
reigning French Open champion Barbora
Krejcikova 6-1, 6-4.

“She’s playing well,” Sabalenka said of
Fernandez. “She’s moving well and the
crowd cheers for her. I’d say nothing to
lose for this one.” Sabalenka matched her
deepest Slam run from July at
Wimbledon with a WTA-best 43rd match
win of 2021. — AFP
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Sabalenka beats
Krejcikova to

advance

Medvedev, Fernandez move
on to US Open semi-finals

NEW YORK: Daniil Medvedev of Russia returns against Botic van de Zandschulp of
Netherlands during his Men’s Singles quarterfinals match on Day Nine of the 2021 US
Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center on Tuesday in the Flushing
neighborhood of the Queens borough of New York City. — AFP

Smells like teen spirit
as youngsters chase
US Open nirvana
NEW YORK: Canadian left-hander Leylah
Fernandez has led a youthful US Open charge by a
group of teenagers whose time for Grand Slam glory
might just have arrived. Fernandez, who turned 19 on
Monday, defeated Ukraine’s fifth-seeded Elina
Svitolina 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5) to reach the US Open
semi-finals after earlier shockers over defending
champion Naomi Osaka and 16th seed Angelique
Kerber. Combined with last-eight runs by 18-year-
old British qualifier Emma Raducanu and 55th-
ranked Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz, the US Open is a
coming out party for what could be the next genera-
tion of stars.

“I think we’re all just super hungry to make a dif-
ference in the tennis world,” Fernandez said. “I’ve
known a few of them from the junior tours. We’ve
always talked about and joked around that we’re
going to be on the big stage together. I’m just glad
we’re doing such great jobs and doing just that.”

Alcaraz dispatched Greek third seed Stefanos
Tsitsipas and Raducanu hasn’t dropped a set after
making her Slam debut with a fourth-round run at
Wimbledon.

“We want to make a difference. We want to make
an impact in tennis. This tournament just proves how
well we’re adapting to everything,” Fernandez said.

“It’s so fun to see all of us being so happy and having
fun on the court. I think it just motivates us to do
even more. We want to make something special out
of this tournament.”

Fernandez has done that already, seizing a glob-
al spotlight by ousting four-time Slam winner
Osaka and holding it with two more upsets to put
herself two wins from a shock title on the New
York hardcourts.

“Well, the first few days it was definitely a little bit
hard,” Fernandez said. “I was very lucky to have dou-
bles the next day to keep me grounded. Now I feel
like I’m a little bit more used to it. I have a great team
around me who helps me keeping my head a little bit
level and just think about my next match, not think
about all the good things that are happening to me.”

The world number 73 had a chat and photo with
Juan Martin del Potro, the 2009 US Open champi-
on, and met tennis legend Billie Jean King. “She
told me to go out on court, have fun, and keep
going for my shots. I just did that today. So that
obviously worked,” Fernandez said. “It was awe-
some to see them, to meet them. They honestly
inspired me to do well today.”

‘It’s the maple syrup’
Fernandez received a Twitter mention from

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who noted
the quarter-final run of Canada’s Felix Auger-
Aliassime. So what’s the Canadian secret? “I’d say it’s
the maple syrup,” Fernandez said. “The Canadian
maple syrup is pretty good.”

Staying grounded, her first WTA title in March

at Monterrey only spurred Fernandez to work even
harder. “I always went back to work. Went back
home to work harder, try to improve my game,” she
said. “I was glad every match I played I was
improving little by little. Today I was able to show-
case all the sacrifice I’ve made the past year so I
can get to this point.” Fernandez called her
father/coach Jorge at home in Florida after the
match. “He honestly told me that I put him through
hell and back with this match, but he’s very happy
for me,” Fernandez said. — AFP

Two Kuwaitis head
to Jordan for
Toyota Gazoo
Racing MENA cup 
AMMAN: Jordan is slated to host the first-
ever Toyota Gazoo Racing MENA Digital
Cup in the region on Saturday September 11,
2021, with the participation of 24 eager con-
testants. The mega sporting event, which
simulates actual international racing tracks,
is organized with the support of Toyota
Motor Corporation - represented by Toyota
Gazoo Racing - as Title Sponsor, Bank Al
Etihad as Gold Sponsor, Umniah as Silver
Sponsor, Desert Fox Racing, Fanatec and
Jordan Digital Sports Federation, as well as
Jordan Motorsport as organizers, all under
the official sponsorship of the Federation
Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA).

Twenty two contestants will represent 11
countries: Lebanon, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain,
Kuwait , Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Tunisia,
Mauritania, Oman, and Jordan whereby two
racers, Ali Al-Qallaf and Khaled Dashti, will
represent Kuwait. An additional two female
contestants will also participate in the cup. 

The championship will replicate the real
racing world with unprecedented accuracy
thanks to a partnership with one of the
most advanced online driving simulator
games - Gran Turismo Sport - and the lat-
est hardware and software technologies
pertaining to racing rigs and racing simula-
tors. One day before the event, a welcom-
ing ceremony wil l  be held at the Royal
Automobile Museum in Amman in the pres-
ence of prominent influencers and motor-
sport fans, during which exhibition races
will take place.

Toyota Gazoo Racing MENA Digital Cup
Project Lead, Nadim Haddad stated, “With
around 330 mil l ion video racers in the
MENA region alone, taking motorsports
into the digital realm with an official event
like this will enable a wider segment of
youth to experience the thrilling and com-
petitive world of racing. Given its accessibil-
ity, safety and affordability compared with
real-life racing, digital motorsports have
been rapidly growing, bringing together
drivers from all over the world. We are
excited to have Toyota Motor Corporation -
represented by Toyota Gazoo Racing - sup-
port such an outstanding event that presents
youth throughout the region with a prime
platform to showcase their talents in digital
motorsports and compete within the global
arena. We eagerly look forward to further
competitions in the upcoming years.”    

In turn, Jordan Motorsport CEO, Zaid
Balqez, expressed his excitement at the
Kingdom’s hosting of the first digital motor-
sports championship in the region, “This
one-of-a-kind event is a true chance for
young individuals to explore and grow their
talents before making serious investments in
motorsports, especially as accessibility
becomes more difficult and more expensive.
Moreover, the championship is an excellent
opportunity for advancing motorsports in
the Kingdom, while exporting exceptional
Arab talents within this field to the world.” 

NEW YORK: Canada’s Leylah Fernandez reacts after
winning her 2021 US Open Tennis tournament
women’s quarter-finals match against Ukraine’s
Elina Svitolina at the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center in New York, on Tuesday. —AFP

Leg injury forces Alcaraz to retire vs Auger-Aliassime

Alex Albon to
return to Formula 
One with Williams
LONDON: Alex Albon will return to the Formula
One grid next season after agreeing a deal to race for
Williams, the British-based team announced yester-
day. The London-born Thai will take George Russell’s
seat following confirmation of the British driver’s deal
to join Lewis Hamilton at Mercedes in 2022.

Albon, 25, was replaced by Sergio Perez at Red
Bull after he struggled to keep pace with Max
Verstappen in his first full season with the team in
2020. But following 12 months on the sidelines, Albon
will be handed a second chance in the sport, racing
alongside Canadian Nicholas Latifi, 26, who has been
retained by Williams for a third season.

“I am really excited and looking forward to return-
ing to a Formula One race seat in 2022,” said Albon.
“When you take a year out of F1 it’s never certain you
will make a return so I’m extremely thankful to Red
Bull and Williams for believing in me and helping me
on my journey back to the grid.” Albon made his F1

debut for Red Bull’s second team Toro Rosso in 2019
before being promoted midway through the season
and going on to secure two podium finishes in 2020.

Jost Capito, CEO of Williams Racing, said: “We
are extremely excited by our new line-up, with both
drivers bringing a great blend of youth and experi-
ence that will not only be a great fit for the team but
also help us take the next step in our journey. Alex is
one of the most exciting young talents in motorsport,
yet comes with a large amount of F1 experience from
his time at Red Bull. His multiple podium finishes
highlight his speed as a driver, and we know he will
immediately feel at home with the team.”

Red Bull said they had worked to help Albon
secure a drive for 2022 to help his development. “We
rate Alex very highly and with our line-up for 2022
fixed, our objective was to help find him a seat in
another team where he could gain more F1 mileage
and experience and we are delighted to have done
that with Williams,” said Red Bull team principal
Christian Horner. Russell, 23, whose much-anticipated
move to Mercedes was finally confirmed on Tuesday,
tweeted: “Mega happy for @WilliamsRacing,
@NicholasLatifi and @alex_albon. Awesome line-up
for 2022, very well deserved.” Current Mercedes
driver Valtteri Bottas is switching to Alfa Romeo next
season, paving the way for Russell’s move. —AFP

Thompson-Herah
headlines stars for
Diamond League finale 
ZURICH: Jamaican sprint queen Elaine Thompson-
Herah will be one of 19 Olympic champions vying for
prize money and glory in the Diamond League final
in Zurich, just a month after the end of the Tokyo
Games. Thompson-Herah picked up three golds in
the Japanese capital in the 100m, 200m and sprint
relay, and will not have to face her compatriot and
great rival Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce in Zurich. The
Olympic champion timed the second fastest 100m
ever run in Eugene last month, her time of 10.54sec
just five-hundredths short of the record set by
American Florence Griffith-Joyner in 1988.

Action at the bumper season finale got under way
yesterday, with the shot put, long jump, men’s and
women’s 5000m and women’s high jump finals all
held at the Sechselaeutenplatz square on the shores
of Lake Zurich. All 25 other finals are slated for today
at the iconic Letzigrund Stadium, where more than
20,000 spectators traditionally create a raucous
atmosphere. The winner in each discipline at the final
receives $30,000 and a Diamond League trophy.

Norwegian Karsten Warholm takes to the track
for the first time in the 400m hurdles since setting a
sensational world record of 45.94sec when winning
Olympic gold. His American rival Rai Benjamin is
absent, but Olympic bronze medalist Alison Dos
Santos of Brazil will offer some competition. 

Venezuela’s Yulimar Rojas, another world record set-
ter in Tokyo, will be in Zurich and is seemingly in good
enough form to challenge the 15.67m mark she set in
the triple jump. Also present will be Sweden’s Armand
Duplantis, at 21 already the dominant force in men’s pole
vaulting. A Diamond League winner at both Paris when
he cleared 6.01m and Brussels (6.05m), the US-born
vaulter tried on both occasions to get over 6.19m to
better his own world record. He was not far away, and it
is surely now just a matter of time before he sets a new
benchmark. Ethiopian-born Dutch runner Sifan Hassan,
who won two golds and a bronze in an unprecedented
distance showing in Tokyo, races in the 1500m. — AFP

ZANDVOORT: Williams’ Canadian driver Nicholas Latifi races at the Zandvoort circuit during the qualifying
session of the Netherlands’ Formula One Grand Prix in Zandvoort on September 4, 2021. — AFP


