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Two splendid diamond bracelets that
belonged to French queen Marie-
Antoinette will go under the hammer

in Geneva later this year, the auction
house Christie’s said yesterday. The
bracelets, each coated in 112 diamonds,
will be sold together and are estimated to
fetch between $2-4 million when they go
under the hammer on November 9. That
estimate “includes not only the intrinsic val-
ue of the diamonds, but also the possibility
to wear jewelry that was once worn by the
famous queen Marie-Antoinette,” Christie’s
jewellery specialist Marie-Cecile Cisamolo
told AFP.

The historic jewels could meanwhile
easily go for far more than the asking price.
“As seen in recent Geneva sales, the mar-
ket for jewels of noble provenance contin-
ues to perform extremely well,” Francois
Curiel, the chairman of Christie’s luxury
division, said in a statement. In 2018, a
natural pearl and diamond pendant that
belonged to the ill-fated French queen was
estimated by the Sotheby’s auction house
at $1-2 million but was snapped up for $36
million.

Marie-Antoinette, the last queen of
France before the revolution, was guil-
lotined in Paris in October 1793 at the age
of 37. But Cisamolo said that it was not just
their history that made the bracelets
extraordinary, pointing to the large size of
the diamonds, which range from around
one to four carats. “It is very difficult to
measure their exact size, because these

are antique diamonds, and back then the
sizes were less precise,” she explained.

While lacking the precision of today’s
laser-cut gems, Cisamolo stressed the
charm and uniqueness of antique dia-
monds. In total, Christies estimates that the
bracelets comprise 140 to 150 carats.
They are each composed of three rows of
gems and can be connected together and
worn as a necklace.

Paris, Brussels and Vienna  
According to Christie’s, Marie-Antoinette

ordered the bracelets from jeweler Charles
August Boehmer in Paris in 1776, two
years after she ascended the throne. She
paid 250,000 livres, “a huge sum at the
time,” Christies said. Then the revolution
arrived. Before attempting to flee France
with King Louis XVI and their children,
Marie-Antoinette first made sure her jewels

were sent out of the country. They were
sent to Brussels, governed by her sister
Archduchess Marie-Christine, before being
sent on to the French queen’s native
Austria, ruled by her nephew, the emperor.

In 1792, the royal family was impris-
oned in Paris. The king and queen were
executed the next year, and their 10-year-
old son Louis XVII died in captivity. Only
their daughter, Marie Therese of France,
survived. She was freed in December
1795 and sent to Austria, where she was

given her mother’s jewels. “These jewels
can thus be traced all the way back to
Marie-Antoinette,” Cisamolo said, adding
that she hoped whoever bought them “will
cherish them for the rest of their life.” “Not
only are you wearing something that
Marie-Antoinette wore,” she said. “The dia-
monds are extraordinary.” The bracelets,
she said, showing off the gems glistening
on her wrists, “flow. It is as though you are
wearing fabric.”— AFP

(From left) Patriarch of Venice Francesco Moraglia, Italian actress Cristiana Capotondi, Italy’s Minister for Tourism, Massimo Garavaglia, Italian design-
er and businessman Renzo Rosso, Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli, President of the Veneto region Luca Zaia and Venice mayor Luigi Brugnaro pose during
a ceremony at the 16th-century stone arch Rialto Bridge over the Grand Canal in Venice, after the bridge underwent major restoration. — AFP photos

This picture taken in Geneva shows two bracelets belonged to French Queen Marie-Antoinette
adorned with three rows of 112 old cut diamonds, that will be offer for the first time for sale at an
estimated price of $2 - 4 millions (Euro 1,8 - 3,7 millions) by Christieís auction house in Geneva. 

This picture shows two bracelets belonged to French Queen Marie-Antoinette adorned with three
rows of 112 old cut diamonds. — AFP photos  

Bocelli serenades
Venice’s Rialto
Bridge after
restoration

Venice celebrated the completion of a
full restoration of its Rialto Bridge
Tuesday, with tenor Andrea Bocelli

singing opera atop the gem of
Renaissance art spanning the Grand
Canal. With its elegant low arch and dis-
tinctive arcades, the gleaming white bridge
spanning the Grand Canal at its narrowest
point is one of Venice’s most photographed
tourist attractions-and until the mid-19th
century, the only way to cross besides by
boat. The 5-million-euro ($6-million) head-
to-toe restoration of the bridge, funded by
Diesel founder Renzo Rosso, was com-
pleted in 2019 after beginning in 2015,
organizers said. But a planned inaugura-
tion ceremony twice had to be delayed
because of Covid-19.

“This bridge is the bridge of Venice,”
Luca Zaia, president of the Veneto region
of which Venice is the capitol, told invited
guests at the bridge’s apex. “It’s a piece of
history, it’s an open-air museum.” Bocelli

sang the famous Puccini aria “Nessun
Dorma” during a brief ribbon-cutting cere-
mony, as the Grand Canal’s stream of gon-
dolas, water taxis and barges passed
underneath. “It’s been 450 years since it
was built. It required meticulous work,”
Rosso told AFP.

Collapsing bridges 
The bridge with three walkways and a

6.5-metre high arch is the oldest that cur-
rently crosses the Grand Canal, connect-
ing the district of San Marco to the Rialto,
the city’s commercial centre and famous
Rialto market. It is considered an architec-
tural masterpiece for its two arcades of
shops, for centuries the exclusive domain

of goldsmiths, and pedestrian walkways
with balustrades facing the water-all sup-
ported by 6,000 wooden piles. Built
between 1588 and 1591, it replaced earlier
versions, such as a 12th century pontoon
bridge and later wooden covered bridges
that burnt or collapsed.

But over 400 years of wind, water and
pollution-and the modern-day influx of
tourists-had taken their toll on the bright
white Istrian stone. The bridge’s entire
5,000 square meter surface area was
restored, including its decorative bas-
reliefs. The restoration also involved the
flooring, the roofs of the shops lining the
bridge and the balustrades. Millions of
tourists visit the UNESCO heritage site of
Venice each year, and in July, Venice nar-
rowly avoided being placed on UNESCO’s
endangered list. The UN body warned of
the need for a sustainable tourism man-
agement plan.

City officials have already decided the
best way to manage crowds lies in making
tourists book ahead and pay. “They can’t
all fit! So you have to book and if there’s
room you can enter,” Mayor Luigi Brugnaro
told AFP. Although a proposal to control
entry via turnstiles had been met with wide-
spread skepticism, including from Italy’s
culture minister, Brugnaro said it will take
time to test different systems. “No city in
the world has ever done an experiment like
this,” he added. — AFP

AKosovo surgeon said Tuesday he
had successfully removed a mobile
phone from the stomach of a prison-

er four days after he had swallowed the
entire device. The 33-year-old man, whose
identity was not revealed, was admitted to
the Pristina university hospital gastroen-
terology clinic last week after complaining
of stomach pain for several days. The doc-
tors realized that he had swallowed a small
phone and managed to take it out,
Skender Telaku, who led the medical team
that performed the intervention, told AFP.

“By endoscopic means, so without cutting
the stomach, we took out the phone divid-
ed into three parts,” he told AFP. 

The patient told the doctors that the
phone was in his stomach for four days.
The procedure, which lasted more than
two hours, was performed without compli-
cations, Telaku said. “It was the battery that
concerned us the most .... the corrosive
battery acid could have leaked into his
stomach,” he added. “It was like walking in
a minefield but luckily everything went
smoothly.” Police then took with them both
the patient and the mobile phone, a model
from the early 2000s. It was not clear yet
how or why the man had swallowed the
phone. The medical team believes that the
device was smuggled into the prison
where he was serving his sentence to be
used illegally to contact the outside world.
Police neither confirmed nor commented
on the incident. — AFP

(From left) Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli, Italian
designer and businessman Renzo Rosso and
President of the Vento region Luca Zaia attend
a ceremony at the 16th-century stone arch
Rialto Bridge.

Britney’s father
files to end 
conservatorship

Britney Spears’ father has filed a peti-
tion to end his daughter’s court-
ordered conservatorship, US media

reported Tuesday. The filing comes weeks
after Jamie Spears said he was prepared
to step back from his role as conservator,
and after repeated requests from the pop
star to remove him from what she and her
supporters say is a cruel and exploitative
arrangement. “Recent events related to
this conservatorship have called into ques-
tion whether circumstances have changed
to such an extent that grounds for estab-
lishment of a conservatorship may no
longer exist,” the filing states, according to
CNN.

“Ms. Spears has told this Court that she
wants control of her life back without the

safety rails of a conservatorship. She
wants to be able to make decisions regard-
ing her own medical care, deciding when,
where and how often to get therapy. “She
wants to control the money she has made
from her career and spend it without
supervision or oversight. She wants to be
able to get married and have a baby, if she
so chooses. “In short, she wants to live her
life as she chooses without the constraints
of a conservator or court proceeding,” the
petition says.

The filing adds that Jamie Spears wants
“what is best for his daughter” and that she

“believes that she can handle her own life.”
Mathew Rosengart, Britney’s lawyer, said
the petition was a “vindication” for his
client, NBC News reported. AFP has con-
tacted representatives from both sides but
has received no immediate reply to
inquiries. Britney, 39, rocketed to fame in
her teens but suffered a highly public 2007
breakdown, attacking a paparazzo’s car at
a gas station. That led to her being placed
under the unusual legal guardianship
largely governed by her father.

She has repeatedly lashed out at her
father over the conservatorship, claiming in
court testimonies and social media posts
the arrangement amounted to “cruelty,”
and accusing him of profiting from the sys-
tem. Britney alleged in court that she had
been prevented from having a contracep-
tive IUD removed, despite wanting more
children, and was forcefully put on medica-
tion that made her feel “drunk.” Jamie
Spears’ removal has been a longstanding
demand of devoted global fans campaign-
ing under the #FreeBritney slogan. — AFP

He’s one of Italy’s most familiar faces,
but even by Toni Servillo’s standards
it has been a busy week, with no

less than three films premiering at the
Venice Film Festival. The 62-year-old’s
expressive face has lent itself perfectly to
everything from larger-than-life politicians
like Silvio Berlusconi to a mob boss in
“Gomorrah”. He is perhaps best known
abroad for his decades-long collaboration
with director Paolo Sorrentino, including
his starring role in the Oscar-winning “The
Great Beauty”. Sorrentino, who describes
Servillo as an older brother, cast him once
again in his latest film, “The Hand of God”,
which premiered to strong reviews in
Venice last week.

It sees Servillo take on the role of the
director’s father in the autobiographical film
set in Naples during the heady years when

football legend Diego Maradona delivered
big dreams to the gritty southern city.
Twenty years ago, the pair were together
in Venice with Sorrentino’s feature film
debut, “One Man Up”, and they have
worked together on almost all the director’s
Italian projects since. Yesterday, he was
back again for the premiere of “The King of
Laughter”, directed by Mario Martone, in
which he plays famous turn-of-the-century
Neapolitan actor Eduardo Scarpetta. Both
“The Hand of God” and “The King of
Laughter” are competing for the Golden
Lion this year.

And Servillo also stars in “Ariaferma”,
playing out of competition, as a prison
guard in a facility awaiting imminent clo-
sure. Asked by AFP about his omnipres-
ence on the red carpet this year, he gave
one of his trademark smiles, saying:
“Despite myself.” While the movie business
has certainly kept him busy, Servillo said he
was anxious to return to the theatre as
soon as possible. “Like many of my col-
leagues, Covid blocked my theatre activi-
ties. As soon as it’s easy, I will return to the
theatre,” he told AFP. “I’m not one of these
actors who considers theatre a waiting
room for film. I am a theatre militant!”—AFP

Britney Spears and Jamie Spears

(From left) Italian actors Marzia Onorato, Eduardo Scarpetta, Salvatore Battista, Alessandro
Manna, Italian actor Toni Servillo, Italian director Mario Martone (center), Italian actress Iaia
Forte (second right) and Italian screenwriter Ippolita Di Majo (right) arrive for the screening of
the film ‘Qui Rido Io’ (The King of Laughter) presented in competition during the 78th Venice
Film Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP photo


