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ALEPPO: Workshops in Syria’s Aleppo used to clat-
ter on into the night before the war, but these days
the machines grind to a halt at 6 pm sharp because of
power cuts. Fighting ended almost five years ago in
the country’s former economic hub, but limited elec-
tricity supply has hampered a full return to work in its
manufacturing neighborhoods that produce every-
thing from plastic to food.

In the Karm Al-Qatarji district famous for textiles,
Mahmud Majkini, 31, said his business weaving med-
ical gauze was still reeling from the effects of the
decade-old conflict. “I can’t say the war has really
ended as my machines haven’t gone back to working
around the clock,” he said. The conflict has ravaged
electricity networks as well as oil and gas infrastruc-
ture across the country.

Syria’s largest oilfields remain beyond the govern-
ment’s reach in the country’s Kurdish-held northeast,
and Western sanctions have hampered fuel imports
from abroad. Syrians in government-held areas have
had to adapt their lives at home and work around
power cuts of up to 20 hours a day. Aleppo’s industri-
al districts may receive a little more power than resi-
dential neighborhoods, but Majkini says it is still not
enough for his business to fully get back on its feet.
Nowadays only half of his eight weaving machines
shuttle back and forth in his narrow workshop on the
third floor of a building with gutted walls. He says he
hardly dares fix the machine nearest to the gaping
facade in case he slips over the edge and falls off.

‘Dicing with death’
“If we had electricity for longer, we could have

worked more and fixed the wall,” he said. But
instead, “we’re dicing with death”. In industrial areas
of the northern city, the state is supposed to provide
power from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm four days a week,

though in practice even that supply is often punctu-
ated by electricity cuts. Outside these hours, the
public network runs dead. Businessmen who can
afford it buy diesel fuel to operate private genera-
tors, but many more are forced to shut up shop. In
residential neighborhoods, where power cuts last
longer, many subscribe to private generators.

Government forces retook control of east Aleppo
from rebels in late 2016, after years of deadly bom-
bardment on the besieged opposition-held half of
the city. The fighting heavily scarred its industrial
neighborhoods, most of them in the east. The city’s
electrical network was all but obliterated.
Mohammed Al-Saleh, Aleppo chief of Syria’s state

electricity company, said the authorities had slowly
been working to rehabilitate power lines since 2017.
“But it’s not easy,” he said. “When we returned to
eastern parts of Aleppo, there were no transmission
stations, no pylons, no power stations. We’re starting
over from scratch.”

‘Make the most of each minute’ 
In February, the electricity company said it had

started repairing the province’s power plant - one of

the country’s largest - with support from key govern-
ment ally Iran. It followed a 2017 deal between
Damascus and Tehran on “cooperation in the electric-
ity sector”, including to fix the Aleppo power station
and build a new one in the government stronghold of
Latakia. Until the network is restored, manufacturers
are having to adapt. In Karm Al-Qatarji, Abdel Salaam
Mazyek, 52, said he missed the good old days when
the neighborhood was alive with the constant swish-
ing back and forth of textile machines. “We used to
work non-stop,” said Mazyek, who owns a workshop
producing colorful materials. But today he only works
four days a week, desperately trying to “make the
most of each minute of electricity”. — AFP 

Despite an  end to war, electricity supplies still hampered

Power cuts stall industrial 
revival in Syrian city Aleppo

KFH announces 
winner of Jeep 
Wrangler Sport
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has
announced Abdullah Al-Azmi as the winner of
the Jeep Wrangler Sport, under the campaign
“Win with Hesabi” for youth, The car is the first
of the 3 cars offered in the campaign that
includes cash prizes worth 250 dinars for 10
winners per month.

Al-Azmi expressed his happiness by winning
the car that he received from KFH Auto
Showroom in Shuwaikh. This campaign comes as
part of KFH continuing efforts to add value to
Hesabi customers including advantages, dis-
counts, prizes, and exclusive rewards.

Once the social allowance is transferred to
Hesabi program, customers enter the monthly
draw on 10 prizes of KD 250 each, in addition to
three special draws on Jeep Wrangler Sport cars.
KFH offers “Hesabi for Youth” with a variety of
privileges as part of its continued endeavor to
provide adequate customer care, innovate new
products and services and fulfill the needs of all
customers of various age categories and inter-
ests. Services and products are tailored to suit
customers’ needs and provide distinguished
service as per global standards regarding quali-
ty, accuracy and speed.  

Hesabi” program has been designed to meet
the needs of youth and aspire for their active
lifestyle. This program presents for youth many
exclusive offers and a wide range of privileges
including Hesabi ATM card with a unique design,
eligibility to issue Hesabi prepaid card (as per
credit regulations of KFH), distinguished offers
and discounts etc. KFH continues to launch mar-
keting campaigns to reward youth customers.
Hesabi for Youth represents the ambitions and
expectations of youth category and copes with
KFH aspirations to attract the largest portion of
youth who represents the major part of Kuwaiti
society. Also, the account represents KFH initia-
tive to diversify banking services and products. 

ALEPPO, Syria: A Syrian child is pictured at a workshop in the northern city of Aleppo. —AFP

UK’s PM breaks tax 
pledge to fund 
new care for elderly
LONDON: Breaking an election pledge not to
raise taxes, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on
Tuesday announced hefty new funding to fix a
social care crisis and a pandemic surge in hospital
waiting lists. The government said the tax hike
brings Britain into line with France, Germany and
Japan, which have all raised social insurance levies
to help care for ageing populations.

Johnson conceded that the 1.25 percent levy on
UK national insurance contributions-paid both by
workers and their employers-violated Conservative
manifesto promises ahead of the December 2019
election. “No Conservative government wants to
raise taxes,” he told a news conference, after an
uproar among many of his backbenchers and
reports of a cabinet rift over the plan.

At the weekend, senior minister Jacob Rees-
Mogg recalled George H.W. Bush’s declaration in
1988: “Read my lips: No new taxes.” Bush broke his
pledge and lost the US presidential election four
years later. But arguing “COVID wasn’t in our mani-
festo either”, Johnson said “nor could we in good
conscience meet the cost of this plan simply by bor-
rowing the money and imposing the burden on
future generations”.

The coronavirus pandemic has fuelled a record
backlog of 5.5 million routine procedures on the
state-run National Health Service (NHS), rising to

13 million by the end of the year if left unchecked,
the government said. It announced an initial pack-
age of £5.4 billion (6.3 billion euros, $7.5 billion) in
extra funding for the NHS to help clear the backlog
over the coming months.

The new national insurance levy will then raise
£36 billion over the next three years for the NHS,
before it is targeted directly to funding elderly care.
While national insurance is paid by all UK workers
except the low-paid, the government said a 1.25
percent levy would also be slapped on share divi-
dends, to capture the better-off who rely on invest-
ments for income.

Another manifesto breach 
At present, anyone with assets over £23,250 has

to pay in full should they need to go into a care
home, for instance if they develop dementia. That
has led to many elderly Britons being forced to sell
their homes and liquidate their life savings. Under
the new plan, from October 2023, anyone with
assets of £20,000-£100,000 will contribute to
their care but will also get means-tested support.

No one will have to pay over £86,000 over their
lifetime. Johnson, who entered Downing Street in
2019 claiming to have a plan ready on social care,
said successive governments had ducked the elec-
torally tricky challenge for too long. “There cannot
be any more dither or delay,” he told parliament.
“You can’t fix the NHS without fixing social care.”

The government also announced another mani-
festo breach in scrapping a guarantee that would
have seen retirees get an annual raise to their state
pension by some eight percent next year.

With wages frozen for many state employees but
labor shortages driving up private-sector salaries,

Johnson said the “statistical freak” for pensioners
was unjustified. Opposition parties seized on the
latest U-turns by Johnson’s government, which has
also broken with its electoral pledges by slashing
the foreign aid budget. Employers’ union the CBI
accepted social care reforms and greater invest-
ment were “long overdue” but said businesses
already faced a corporation tax hike in 2023.

CBI president Karan Bilimoria said a national insur-
ance increase “will directly hurt a business’ ability to
hire staff, at a time when businesses have faced a tor-
rid 18 months and are now fighting crippling labor
shortages”. But the government says its massive
spending during the pandemic must force a fiscal
reckoning, and takes comfort in opinion polls that sug-
gest solid support for overhauling social care. —AFP 

LONDON: Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi
Sunak reacts during a press conference inside the
Downing Street Briefing Room in central London
Tuesday.—AFP

Everything from 
plastic to food 

produced in
Aleppo

Med pollution 
under spotlight at 
conservation meet
MARSEILLE: Plastic packaging and discarded
fishing nets bob in the tranquil waters of the
Mediterranean, signs of the choking pollution that
has stirred strong feelings at the world conserva-
tion congress in the French port city Marseille this
week. “The Mediterranean is the most beautiful
sea in the world... and one of the most polluted,”
said Daniel le Milon, vice-president of the
Calanques National Park on the edge of the city,
where the International Union for Conservation of
Nature is holding its congress.

While the quantity of rubbish in the sea is well
documented-the IUCN released a report on the
issue last year entitled “Mare plasticum”-it is driv-
ing growing alarm among countries whose
economies rely on tourism drawn to pristine beach-
es and sparkling waters. At the opening of the
IUCN Congress, Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis and French President Emmanuel Macron
pledged to greatly increase the size of conservation
areas off their Mediterranean coasts-as well as the
rigor with which they are preserved.

“Marine protected areas must no longer be
paper parks but must have defined conservation
measures,” Mitsotakis said at the opening ceremo-
ny. “We must promote sustainable tourism (and) put
biodiversity at the heart of tourist coastal planning.”

‘Noah’s Ark’ 
Near the coasts the main types of plastic pollu-

tion in the almost closed sea are packaging and
fishing debris, said Francois Galgani, a specialist on
maritime waste at Ifremer, a top marine research
center in France. “Turtles confuse the packaging
with jellyfish and in some areas in the
Mediterranean 80 percent of turtles have ingested

plastic,” he said. Meanwhile, nets can kill long after
the fishing boats leaves them behind.

Plastic waste can alter life cycles and the floating
debris can even transport some species far from
their habitats. “A Noah’s ark”, said  Galgani, adding
there are “no other examples of species transport of
this magnitude”.

To change the situation, everyone needs to play
their part, Philippos Drousiotis head of the Cyprus
sustainable tourism initiative. “I was in the tourism
trade and very much liked the idea of being sustain-
able (but) environmentalists didn’t care about peo-
ple,” he said, adding that he was driven by econom-
ic realism. With initiatives like the “keep our sand
and sea plastic free” project, his organization tries
to steer tour organizers, boat rental firms and hotels
to stop using single use plastics.

It has also installed water fountains on beaches
to make it easier for holidaymakers to give up their
plastic bottles. “The solutions are on land and not at
sea,” said Romy Hentinger of the Tara Ocean
Foundation.

It is also necessary to increase knowledge of the

sources of pollution and how it circulates.
The Tara Oceans schooner led an expedition in

2019 to trace plastic pollution in the major
European rivers. According to Nathalie Van Den
Broeck, oceanographer and vice-president of
Surfrider Europe, some “80 percent of waste on
beaches and in the seas comes from rivers”.

The French NGO has also launched a study using
artificial intelligence to find waste in images taken
on mobile phones by citizen scientists.

Volunteers have recently travelled along the
banks of the Rhine, in the six countries crossed by
the river. There are a host of initiatives looking to
use the Marseille congress to develop networks and
partnerships. Although Middle Eastern and North
African countries from the southern shores of the
Mediterranean-which often have far fewer
resources-are conspicuous by their absence.

But more needs to be done, said Mercedes
Munoz Canas, from the IUCN Centre for
Mediterranean Cooperation, who wants to bring in
business interests. We must “build a community”,
she said.— AFP

IMF gives Tanzania 
$567m in COVID
economic support
NAIROBI: The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
has loaned Tanzania more than half a billion dollars
in emergency financing as the coronavirus pan-
demic drags on its economy and critical tourism
sector. The Washington DC-based lender approved
$567 million (479 million euros) in COVID support
for Tanzania, which until recently was an outlier in
the global fight against the coronavirus and dis-
missed the gravity of the disease.

Its economy slowed to 4.8 percent in 2020 as
travel restrictions battered the tourism sector, a key
earner in the East African country where growth
was expected to remain muted in 2021. The IMF
said Tanzania faced “urgent” health, economic and
humanitarian costs as a reported third wave of the
pandemic swept the country.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has negatively
impacted Tanzania’s macroeconomic outlook, and
the health and wellbeing of its population,” Bo Li,
IMF deputy managing director, said in a statement
announcing the emergency funding on Tuesday.
The IMF said the pandemic-induced economic
downturn had increased poverty and unemploy-
ment and increased debt risk, mainly due to the
“collapse” of the tourism sector.

Tanzania launched a coronavirus vaccination
drive in July in a clear departure from the deeply
COVID-skeptic policies of John Magufuli, the
country’s late leader who downplayed the disease
for most of the pandemic. Magufuli, whose uncom-
promising leadership style earned him the nick-
name “the Bulldozer”, shunned foreign-made vac-
cines in favor of the healing power of prayer and
dismissed masks and testing as unnecessary. —


