
Minister dies trying 
to save filmmaker in 
Arctic drills 
MOSCOW: Russia’s emergencies minister has died
trying to save a filmmaker who slipped from a cliff
during training exercises in the Arctic region, offi-
cials said yesterday. Yevgeny Zinichev, who previ-
ously served in President Vladimir Putin’s security
detail, “tragically died trying to save a person’s life”
near the city of Norilsk, the ministry said in a state-
ment that was carried by Russian news agencies.

The ministry identified the filmmaker as 63-year-
old Alexander Melnik who produced several films
set in the Actic region and who also died in the inci-
dent. Margarita Simonyan, the editor-in-chief of the
state-funded news outlet RT, said the 55-year-old
minister had fallen to his death trying to save the
man later identified as Melnik. “He and the camera-
man were standing at the edge of a cliff. The cam-
eraman slipped and fell... Before anyone even fig-
ured out what happened, Zinichev jumped into the
water after the fallen person and crashed against a
protruding rock.”

“Without thinking for a second he acted not like

a minister, but like a rescuer,” Zinichev’s deputy
Andrei Gurovich said in televised remarks. “This is
how he lived all his life,” Gurovich added. Putin
expressed his “deep condolences” to the minister’s
relatives in a statement. “The president and the
emergencies minister worked together for many
years,” it read. Zinichev was a member of the KGB
security service in the last years of the USSR and
his career took off after he served in Putin’s security
detail between 2006 and 2015.

Lauded as a ‘hero’ 
He held a number of high-profile jobs, briefly

serving as acting governor of Russia’s exclave
region of Kaliningrad and then as deputy head of
the Federal Security Service (FSB). He was appoint-
ed head of the emergencies ministry in May, 2018.
He was also a member of Russia’s Security Council.
As head of the emergencies ministry, he held one of
the highest-profile cabinet jobs, dealing with natural
and man-made disasters and other rapid-response
situations across the vast country. The two-day
drills he was participating in across several Arctic
cities including Norilsk, kicked off on Tuesday and
involved over 6,000 people.

Condolences poured in from top officials, with
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin praising Zinichev
as a “true Russian officer” and Chechen strongman
Ramzan Kadyrov saying the minister “died like a

hero.” “I knew him personally. We worked together
closely and fruitfully. So unfortunate,” the head of
the Russian space agency Roscosmos, Dmitry
Rogozin, said on Telegram. Melnik was an award-
winning film director and had travelled to Norilsk to
work on a new film about the development of the
Arctic and the Northern Sea Route. The develop-
ment of the Arctic is a strategic priority for Moscow
and it has huge projects to exploit the vast region’s
natural resources. — AFP 

NEW YORK: President Joe Biden said Tuesday
the world faces a “code red” on climate change
danger as he visited damage from the aftermath of
Hurricane Ida in New York and New Jersey. “We’ve
got to listen to the scientists and the economists
and the national security experts. They all tell us
this is code red,” Biden said in the hard-hit New
York borough of Queens, which he toured after vis-
iting Manville, New Jersey. 

“The nation and the world are in peril. That’s not
hyperbole. That is a fact,” he said. Biden-who is
pushing a giant infrastructure spending bill, includ-
ing major funding for the green economy-argues
that extreme weather across the United States this
summer is a harbinger of worse to come. “This is
everybody’s crisis,” he said in the speech. “These
disasters aren’t going to stop. They’re only going to
come with more frequency and ferocity.” 

Systemic upgrading and hardening of the
nation’s infrastructure is an urgent need, he assert-
ed, pointing to proposed changes such as flood-
proofing power stations, raising up buildings and
burying electrical lines. “You can’t just build back
to what it was before, because another tornado,
another 10 inches of rain is going produce the
same kind of results,” Biden said in earlier remarks
in New Jersey.

“I think we’re at one of those inflection points
where we’re going to act or we’re going to be in
real, real trouble. Our kids are going to be in real
trouble.” Ida struck the US Gulf Coast as a

Category 4 hurricane, bringing major flooding
and knocking out power to large parts of the
heavily populated region, which is also a main
hub for the oil industry. Just last week, Biden
made a similar tour to Louisiana, where Ida had
originally made landfall.

However, the departing remnants of the hurricane
then caught authorities in the New York region by
surprise, with ferocious rainfall triggering flash
flooding. The final blast of the storm killed at least

47 people in the US Northeast as it turned streets
into raging rivers, inundated basements and shut
down the New York subway. And while one part of
the country buckles under hurricane fallout,
California and other parts of the western region are
struggling to combat ever-fiercer wildfires.

With his presidency straining from the aftermath
of the Afghanistan pullout and surging Covid infec-

tions at home, Biden faces a difficult coming few
weeks, including a struggle to get his infrastructure
plans through the narrowly divided Congress. The
White House hopes that the dramatic impact from
Hurricane Ida in two different parts of the country

will galvanize action on the spending bills. “It’s so
imperative that we act on addressing the climate cri-
sis and investing... through his ‘Build Back Better’
agenda, which is working its way through Congress,”
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said. — AFP 
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‘The nation and the world are in peril’
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climate change, Biden warns 

News in brief
Two more victims of 9/11 

NEW YORK: The remains of two more victims
of 9/11 have been identified, thanks to advanced
DNA technology, New York officials announced
Tuesday, just days before the 20th anniversary of
the attacks. The office of the city’s chief medical
examiner said it had formally identified the
1,646th and 1,647th victim of the Al-Qaeda
attacks on New York’s Twin Towers which killed
2,753 people. They are the first identifications of
victims from the collapse of the World Trade
Center since October 2019. “Twenty years ago,
we made a promise to the families of World Trade
Center victims to do whatever it takes for as long
as it takes to identify their loved ones, and with
these two new identifications, we continue to ful-
fill that sacred obligation,” chief medical examiner
Barbara Sampson said in a statement. — AFP  

Vicious attack shocks Spain

MADRID: Spain’s government on Tuesday
strongly condemned a vicious attack in broad
daylight on a young gay man in Madrid as police
sought eight masked assailants. Sunday’s attack
came just two months after a young gay man was
beaten to death in northern Spain in another sus-
pected homophobic attack that shocked Spain.
The victim, 20, was attacked by eight masked
assailants at the entrance to his apartment build-
ing in the trendy Malasana district, a police
spokeswoman said. Spitting homophobic insults,
they cut his lower lip with a knife then scored the
word “maricon” into his buttocks, the Spanish
equivalent of “faggot”, she said, confirming details
first published by El Periodico news website. The
savage nature of the attack has shocked Spain, a
country with a very open approach to sexuality
where a recent YouGov survey showed 91 percent
of people would be supportive if a family member
came out as lesbian, gay or bisexual. — AFP 

Gunmen snatch dozens 

KANO: Nigerian gunmen kidnapped more than
40 people in two mass abductions in the northwest,
police said yesterday, near where the army is car-
rying out air strikes and raids against criminal kid-
nap gangs. Northwest and central Nigeria have
seen a surge in attacks by heavily-armed groups
known as bandits who carry out mass abductions
for ransom and raids on villages to loot and steal
cattle. On Monday night gunmen attacked Keke
community in Chikun in Kaduna State, kidnapping
17 people, though five were later rescued by secu-
rity forces, state police spokesman Mohammed
Jalige said. “Twelve hostages are still in captivity
and our tactical response teams are combing the
area with the mission to rescue them,” he said.
Gunmen also attacked Dange Shuni village in
Sokoto State late Tuesday, snatching 28 people,
although eight were later freed, Sokoto police
spokesman Sanusi Abubakar said. — AFP  

NEW JERSEY: US President Joe Biden tours a neighborhood affected by Hurricane Ida in Manville, New Jersey on
September 7, 2021. — AFP 

Russian Emergencies Minister Yevgeny Zinichev is
pictured aboard a helicopter as he surveys damage
from wildfires in some areas of the Chelyabinsk
Region. — AFP 

Inside the
storming of
Bataclan 
concert hall
PARIS: The head of France’s BRI
commando police unit remembers
every detail of the warm evening of
November 13, 2015, before his life and
those of his colleagues would be per-
manently marked by the nightmarish
scenes of the Bataclan concert hall. “I
was at home. There was football on
television,” Christophe Molmy told
AFP in a rare interview ahead of the
start of the trial for the attacks. “I don’t
like football so we were watching
something else as a family.”

As head of the Research and
Intervention Brigade (BRI), Molmy
was used to tracking emergencies and
operations from home, but at 9:47 pm
he remembers receiving a message
from a journalist that shots had been
fired at people in restaurants and bars.
From that moment on, confusing infor-
mation flowed as three groups of gun-
men with suicide belts spread terror
through Paris, attacking the national
football stadium, restaurants, and final-
ly the packed Bataclan concert hall.

“That night, in the space of 33 min-
utes, Paris was the victim of eight
attacks. Eight attacks!” Molmy said.

“They were so spread out that we did-
n’t know where to go exactly.” They
received instructions to head to the
Bataclan where men armed with
Kalashnikovs had been seen rushing in
and a hostage crisis was under way.

Tangled bodies
In the vicinity of the venue, people

were running for safety. The injured
were collapsed on the pavement, or
crying for help. Molmy stopped to
speak to a policeman and his driver
who had followed the gunmen into the
premises with only handguns and light
bullet-proof vests for protection. They
had shot and injured one of them, who
blew himself up, before retreating
under a hail of gunfire. Molmy headed
into the hall himself, packed with thou-
sands of fans of that night’s band,
Eagles of Death Metal.

The strong stage lighting illuminat-
ed hundreds of tangled bodies on the
floor. The silence was total. “I didn’t
understand how they’d managed to kill
so many people in such a short space
of time,” he remembered. The BRI offi-
cers had no idea where the killers
were. “We didn’t know who was in the
room, how many terrorists there were,
if they’re hiding in a dark corner to
shoot at us, if they’d rigged up the
room with explosives,” he explained.

‘Terrible weapon’
Surveying the scene, Molmy real-

ized that among the casualties were
people who were either playing dead,

or in shock. “The Kalashnikov is a ter-
rible weapon that does awful things to
a human body,” Molmy remembered.
Having swept the ground floor, they
took the decision to explore the upper
levels at around 11:00 pm, less than an
hour after they arrived on the scene.
“We found some injured people, there
were others who had piled into the toi-
lets, or were hiding in the ceiling cavi-
ties or cupboards... at least a hundred,”
Molmy said.Fifteen minutes later, they
came to a blocked door in front of a
narrow passageway. A hostage
screamed at them not to enter, saying
they were “being held by two terrorists
with Kalashnikovs and suicide belts”.

She gave her mobile phone number.
A specialist negotiator was

assigned to call. “From the first call...
we realised quickly that they weren’t
going to surrender,” Molmy said.
There was no option to release the
hostages “other than with an assault”.
Some of the 12 hostages had been
forced to position themselves against
the windows to prevent police snipers
getting a sight of the gunmen. “Going
through a door, into a corridor to
attack terrorists hiding behind
hostages... on paper, it’s the worst of
all scenarios,” Molmy said. Despite
the dangers, the decision was taken to
go ahead. —AFP

PARIS: French Gendarmes officers stand guard outside the Palais de Justice of
Paris - Paris’ courthouse, yesterday, ahead of the start of the trial of the
November 2015 Paris attacks’ defendants, which takes place in a temporary
courtroom set up for the proceedings. — AFP 

Africa COVID death
toll tops 200,000
JOHANNESBURG: More than 200,000 people
have died from COVID-19 in Africa since the start
of the pandemic, according to an AFP tally com-
piled from official records as of 1700 GMT. The 54
countries of the region may not have suffered as
badly as other parts of the world - at least accord-
ing to the officially recorded figures. They seem to
have avoided the catastrophic scenarios some
feared at the start of the pandemic.

But Africa, home to more than 1.3 billion people,
has still recorded a total of 200,254 deaths since

the virus emerged in China in December 2019. The
worldwide total stands at more than 4.57 million.
After several deadly months, including some 27,000
deaths in July and 26,000 in August, the pandemic
appears to be easing on the continent, with current
daily figures of 617 compared to as many as 990 in
late July, a record for the region.

The figures are based on tolls communicated
daily day by health authorities in each country or by
the UN’s World Health Organization (WHO) and
include the countries of North Africa. The WHO has
said that if excess deaths directly or indirectly
linked to coronavirus are taken into account, the
real toll could be two or three times higher. The
total number of infections is also likely to be an
under-estimate, given insufficient testing capacity in
Africa. “It’s probably a lot higher than that,” said

researcher Glenda Davidson of South Africa’s Cape
Peninsula University of Technology. “Testing
resources are very low on the continent.” Death
registration processes were often delayed and inac-
curate, she added.

Fall in cases, deaths 
The current drop in the continent’s tally is a

result of declining numbers in the hardest-hit
countries. South Africa has recorded 83,899
deaths so far. But last week’s daily average of
7,400 new cases and 234 deaths is significantly
lower than in late July, when the daily average was
as many as 20,000 new cases and 420 deaths. The
decrease has been even more striking in Tunisia,
which has recorded a daily average of 1,680 cases
and 64 deaths: declines of 41 percent and 39 per-

cent respectively from the previous week.
The figures are well below those of July, which

were described by the government as “catastrophic”,
with as many as 7,900 cases and 207 deaths daily.
Tunisia’s summer was also marked by a sharp accel-
eration in its vaccination drive, with nearly 37 per-
cent of the population having received at least one
dose, compared to just 11 percent on July 1. Africa
has seen the lowest vaccination rate to date of all the
continents, with only eight jabs administered per 100
inhabitants, according to an AFP tally, compared with
102 in Europe and 116 in the United States and
Canada.According to the WHO, around three per-
cent of sub-Saharan Africa’s population are fully vac-
cinated. By comparison, 52 percent of people are ful-
ly vaccinated in the United States of America and 57
percent in the European Union. —AFP 


