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78 killed as Yemen war rages
Violence triggers a major humanitarian crisis
DUBAI: Nearly 80 Yemen rebels and pro-govern-
ment troops have been killed as fighting intensifies
for the northern city of Marib, officials said yester-
day, nearly seven years into a war that has triggered
a major humanitarian crisis. Scores of rebels were
killed in airstrikes after they renewed their attempt
to capture the strategic city, the internationally rec-
ognized government’s last outpost in the north,
according to loyalists.

“Sixty Houthi rebels were killed-most of them in
air strikes conducted in the last 24 hours-while 18
pro-government troops were killed and dozens
injured in clashes over the past 48 hours,” a govern-
ment military official said. The figures were con-
firmed by other military sources, while the rebels
rarely report casualty numbers. Battles between
Yemen’s government, which is backed by a Saudi-
led military coalition, and the Iran-allied Houthi
rebels have intensified in recent days in Marib
province, according to the military official, who

spoke on condition of anonymity.
The fighting was concentrated in the north and

west of the governorate. The official said air strikes
had intensified. The rebels also reported early yester-
day that the coalition had
carried out at least 30 such
strikes across Marib
province. “The Houthis
launched last night a mili-
tary offensive that contin-
ued into the early hours of
yesterday,” the pro-gov-
ernment official said,
adding loyalist troops were
able to repel the insurgents
despite a small advance on
the northern front.

‘Dangerous escalation’ 
The latest fighting comes nearly seven years

after the fall of Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, to the rebels
in September 2014, the start of a grinding war that
has killed tens of thousands of people and displaced
millions. The war has left some 80 percent of

Yemenis dependent on
aid, in what the UN calls
the world’s worst humani-
tarian crisis. The renewal
of clashes for Marib also
coincides with the arrival
of Hans Grundberg, the
new United Nations envoy
for Yemen, who took up
his duties this week.
Yemeni Information
Minister Mouammar Al-
Eryani Tuesday called the

Houthis’ attacks on Marib a “dangerous escalation”,
according to the official Saba news agency.

“It confirms once again the terrorist Houthi mili-

tia’s defiance of the international community... and
the rebels aims to undermine (peace) efforts and
intensify conflict in Yemen and the region no matter
the costs,” he said. In February, the Houthis escalat-
ed their efforts to seize Marib in fighting that has
killed hundreds on both sides. Control of the oil-rich
region would strengthen the Houthis’ bargaining
position in peace talks. As well as the bloody offen-
sive in Marib, the Houthis have also stepped up
drone and missile strikes on Saudi targets.

Two children were hurt and 14 homes damaged
as Saudi forces intercepted ballistic missiles fired
across the border by Yemeni rebels on Saturday.
And four days earlier, a drone hit Saudi’s Abha
International Airport in the south, wounding eight
people and damaging a civilian plane. While the UN
and Washington are pushing for an end to the war,
the Houthis have demanded the re-opening of
Sanaa airport, closed under a Saudi blockade since
2016, before any ceasefire or negotiations. —AFP

SANAA: Fighters loyal to Yemen’s Houthi rebels stand guard while supporters of Yemen’s Shiite Muslim Houthi rebels attend a speech given on a screen by the group’s leader Abdulmalik Al-Houthi in the Yemeni capital Sanaa. —AFP 

Fire at overcrowded 
Indonesia jail kills 41
TANGERANG: A fire tore through an overcrowded
Indonesian prison in the early hours of yesterday
when most inmates were asleep, killing 41 people
and injuring dozens of others, an official said.
Firefighters extinguished the blaze-which was most-
ly contained within one block that housed prisoners
jailed on drug charges-at around 3 am and evacuat-
ed the victims. A video released by the Justice
Ministry office showed the ceiling collapsing as the
fire tore through the block.

“Forty died on the scene and one died on his way
to the hospital,” said Yasonna Laoly, Indonesia’s jus-
tice minister, adding that eight were seriously hurt
and 31 sustained minor injuries. Jakarta police chief
Fadil Imran earlier told media that 72 had minor
injuries. The police said they are now working to
identify the victims after receiving body bags from
the rescue team. “The team hopes that families will
come forward to give data on the 41 people to help
expedite the process,” National Police spokesman
Rusdi Hartono said.

Authorities were still investigating the cause of
the incident at Tangerang Penitentiary, just outside
the capital Jakarta, but suspected an electrical fault
may have been to blame. “Based on early observa-
tion, it is suspected (the fire) happened because of a
short circuit,” Imran said. Laoly said the prison’s
electrical system had not been upgraded since it was
built over 40 years ago, in 1972.

“The fire spread quickly and there was no time to
open some cells... When the guards found out, the
fire had already spread, and that’s where we found
the victims,” Laoly added. Marlinah, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name, raced to the local
hospital after officials called her home to say her

younger brother Muhammad Yusuf had died. “I just
hope the procedure is not complicated so I can
bring my brother’s body home for burial,” she said,
tearing up. Laoly confirmed that there were two for-
eign nationals, a South African and a Portuguese,
among the dead, but did not elaborate on their con-
victions.

Among the dead, one was convicted on a terror-
ism charge, one for murder and multiple others on
drug charges. “I would like to convey deepest con-
dolences to the victims’ families, I don’t want this to
happen again,” Laoly said. The South African
Embassy in Jakarta confirmed that a national serving
jail time on a drugs related case had died. “We are
still waiting for further information to see how we
are going to take the matter forward in terms of
repatriation of the remains,” South African ambassa-
dor to Indonesia Hilton Fisher told AFP.

Over capacity
The penitentiary department’s website showed

the jail had just over 2,000 inmates, more than three
times as many prisoners than it was designed to
hold. The block where the fire broke out had a maxi-
mum capacity of 40 prisoners but housed 120, peni-
tentiary directorate general spokesperson Rika
Aprianti told Metro TV. Overcrowded, unsanitary
conditions are common in Indonesian prisons, which
contain about 270,000 inmates, and jailbreaks are
frequent.

In 2019, at least 100 prisoners escaped from a jail
in Riau province, Sumatra after a riot and fire broke
out. In April last year, Indonesia released about
29,000 inmates in a bid to stop Covid-19 from ram-
paging through a prison system known for its unsan-
itary conditions. Fire safety measures are often lack-
ing in the Southeast Asian country of nearly 270 mil-
lion. In 2019, 30 people-including several children-
were killed when a matchstick factory exploded in
North Sumatra after a worker accidentally dropped
a lighter on some flammable materials.—AFP
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Haqqani network: 
Afghanistan’s most 
feared militants
KABUL: The Taleban’s interim government in
Afghanistan includes two representatives from
one of their most feared factions-the Haqqani net-
work. As expected, they have emerged as key
players in the new setup, after the Taleban routed
the US-backed Afghan military and captured
Kabul on August 15.

Who are the Haqqanis?
The shadowy group was formed by Jalaluddin

Haqqani, who gained prominence in the 1980s as a
hero of the anti-Soviet jihad. At the time, he was a
valuable CIA asset as the United States and its
allies such as Pakistan funneled arms and money
to the mujahideen. During that conflict and follow-
ing the Soviet withdrawal, Jalaluddin Haqqani fos-
tered close ties with foreign jihadists-including
Osama bin Laden. He later allied with the Taleban
who took over Afghanistan in 1996, serving as a
minister for the Islamist regime until it was top-
pled by US-led forces in 2001.

Jalaluddin Haqqani died after a long illness and
his son Sirajuddin formally became the network’s
chief in 2018. Thanks to their financial and military
strength-and a reputation for ruthlessness-the
Haqqani network is considered semi-autonomous
while remaining within the Taleban fold. Mainly
based in eastern Afghanistan-with alleged bases
across the border in Pakistan’s northwest-the
group became more visible in the Taleban leader-
ship in recent years, and Sirajuddin Haqqani was
appointed deputy leader in 2015.

Why are they feared? 
The Haqqani network is blamed for some of

the deadliest and most shocking attacks in
Afghanistan during the last two decades. They
have been designated a foreign terrorist group
by the United States, and are also under United
Nations sanctions. The Haqqanis have a reputa-
tion for frequently using suicide bombers-
including drivers of cars and trucks packed with
huge amounts of explosives-and have demon-
strated the ability to carry out complex, high-
casualty assaults on major targets including mil-
itary installations and embassies.

They have also long been suspected of links
with the Pakistani military establishment-US
Admiral Mike Mullen described them as a “veri-
table arm” of Islamabad’s intelligence in 2011.
Pakistan denies the allegation. The Haqqanis
have also hugely contributed to the Taleban’s
fighting ranks, and are the group’s “most com-
bat-ready forces”, UN monitors said in a June
report. The monitors also described the network
as the “primary liaison” between the Taleban
and Al-Qaeda.

New Taleban government
Sirajuddin Haqqani has been given one of the

highest-profile ministries-interior. The post
would give him control over Afghanistan’s entire
internal security apparatus. This is a major role
change, following years of violent attacks by his
group. As interior minister, Sirajuddin will have
to deal with the threat of the regional chapter of
the Islamic State group, myriad challenges
posed by Afghanistan’s deep ethnic divides, as
well as crime. His uncle Khalil Haqqani has been
given the refugees ministry. Sirajuddin and
Khalil are both still listed as wanted by the
United States, with millions of dollars in boun-
ties on offer. —AFP


