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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A Eurasian hoopoe is pictured in midflight in Kuwait City yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (To have your picture featured in the Kuwait Times’
‘Photo of the Day’ section, please send your high resolution, unedited photos to local@kuwaittimes.com, along with the full name and Instagram account, in
addition to a description showing the picture’s location and date taken)
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News in brief

Kuwait launches
work visas online

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
(PAM) has launched the fil ing of work visas
online (e-forms), Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported
yesterday. PAM stipulated that the printing of the
visa should be through the online system after the
approval is issued, then it should go to the con-
cerned official. PAM also activated the online
cancellation of work permits, in addition to the
cancellation of work permits to transfer to family
visas and allowing applications to issue a work
permit to transfer from the government to the pri-
vate sector (article 18). PAM asked residents, Gulf
nationals and bedoons who wish to adjust their
status to go to the concerned agency, while pro-
viding the same service for citizens online.

60 age cap for
labor support?

KUWAIT: The Council of Ministers’ Secretariat
General asked the Public Authority for Manpower
(PAM) to prepare a study on the possibility of
making the age of 60 the maximum age at which
a worker can receive labor support. A document
obtained by Al-Qabas Arabic daily shows that the
Cabinet secretariat asked PAM to inform the
committee reviewing various types of support
given by the state about the possibility to stop-
ping payment. The instructions asked that PAM’s
opinion should be ready by September 26. The
Cabinet had officially asked PAM two weeks ago
to study the possibility of stopping payment of
labor support in the private sector for those
whose salaries are KD 3,000 and higher.

Candidates trained
for senior posts

KUWAIT: Informed sources at the Secretariat
General of the Supreme Council for Planning
Development said the government’s plan to
establish a national center for government train-
ing and development of employee skills is the
result of flagrant defects that appeared during
the past five years in creating a workplan for var-
ious government agencies. The sources who were
quoted in an Al-Jarida daily report published
yesterday said there is a proposal to prepare a
three-month program for candidates for supervi-
sory positions. At the end of the program, candi-
dates who deserve to take leadership posts in a
way that achieves equal opportunities will be
selected.

Labor shortage
delays projects 

KUWAIT: Although life has started to return to
normal, project and construction sectors at vari-
ous ministries and agencies are still suffering
from delays by companies executing government
projects. Informed sources said there are govern-
ment agencies that signed contracts with several
companies to execute many projects that are yet
to start due to a shortage of labor under their
sponsorship, adding that most companies sent
requests to the coronavirus emergency commit-
tee with the numbers needed to be brought to
Kuwait to start executing their projects. State
departments cannot in the current situation
impose any fines on companies due to circum-
stances beyond their will, Al-Rai Arabic daily
reported yesterday, quoting the sources. They
hoped that requests of companies will be consid-
ered quickly to move ahead with state develop-
ment projects.

Deputy FM receives
UNHCR office chief 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti  Deputy Foreign Minister
Majdi Al-Dhafiri received yesterday Director of
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) Office in Kuwait Dr Samer
Haddadin on the occasion of the end of his
tenure. During the meeting, the Kuwaiti official
wished Dr Haddadin success in his next mission.
Assistant Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s office Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar
attended the meeting.

Kuwait crude oil
gains 33 cents 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s crude oil rose 33 cents during
Tuesday’s trading session to reach $72.70 per
barrel, compared with $72.37 pb the day before,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yester-
day. West Texas Intermediate dropped 94 cents
to stand at $68.35 pb and benchmark Brent lost
53 cents to $71.69 pb.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Domestic helpers in Kuwait can claim their
end of service benefits (indemnities) from their employ-
ers as stipulated in the domestic labor law signed and
approved by the National Assembly in 2015. The new
domestic labor law includes the right of domestic work-
ers to a weekly day off, 30 days of annual paid leave, a
12-hour working day with rest, and an end-of-service
benefit of one month’s salary for each year of work at
the end of the contract, among other rights.  Speaking
exclusively to Kuwait Times, Philippine Labor Attache to
Kuwait Nasser Mustafa said the indemnity provision in
the law is for all domestic helpers regardless of national-
ity, provided they hold an article 20 visa. “This is cited in
the domestic labor law of Kuwait. We are informing our
people about this law, which we believe many of our
workers are unaware of,” he said. 

Mustafa said Overseas Filipino Workers can seek the
Philippine Embassy’s help if an employer refuses to pay
their end of service benefits. He however clarified that
since the law was only passed in 2015 in Kuwait, there
can be no guarantee that domestic helpers can claim the
entire indemnity if they have been working with their
employers before that.

“The implementation rules only came out in 2017, so
we can only ask for the indemnity from 2017 onwards.
The years prior to the approval of the domestic labor
law are not covered. The law is not retroactive. However,

if the OFW insists, we try to resolve the matter amicably
with their employers, but we cannot promise anything.
From 2017 onwards, we can help claim the indemnities
and that is our mandate - to help our people in case of
nonpayment of their benefits/salaries,” Mustafa added.

The embassy informs OFWs who have concerns
about their claims for indemnity to visit the Philippine
Overseas Labor Office (POLO) so they can be properly

assisted, or email their complaints at
jadpolokuwait@gmail.com. The labor attache has creat-
ed a team composed of Assistant Labor AttachÈ
Catherine Duladul, Louella Marie Calanza and Lovelyn
Saban to handle all cases pertaining to claims of indem-
nity of domestic workers.

“Considering the long process, we advise work-
ers to file their complaints at least one month

before their flight to the
Philippines. We will try
our best to help you get
your rights. To those who
have worked with their
employers for many years,
even prior to the 2015
passing of the domestic
labor law - while we do
not promise anything, we
will try our very best by
filing your claims at the
Public Authority for
Manpower. I  already
spoke to the head of PAM, and they promised us
their full cooperation whenever we have this type of
claim from Filipinos. To date, we have around 40
requests for indemnity, and we are going to file
these claims at the PAM and inshallah, we will get
what we want,” Mustafa said.

The domestic labor law passed by the National
Assembly is the country’s first regulating the labor
rights of domestic workers. Kuwait has more than
600,000 such workers, most of them women from
Asia and Africa. A 2010 Human Rights Watch report
documented many abuses against domestic work-
ers, including non-payment of wages, long working
hours with no rest days, physical and sexual assault,
and no clear channels for redress.

Indemnity for domestic helpers
eligible to all visa 20 workers

Law only covers claims for periods starting from 2017

We have
around 40

requests for
indemnity

Kuwait mulls
increasing fees
to cover deficit
KUWAIT: In an effort to reduce the budget deficit,
the Ministry of Finance  began a series of meetings
with various state departments to discuss the
frameworks of implementing government instruc-
tions to reduce spending by 10 percent and
increase non-oil revenues. The government aims to
save around KD 2.3 billion in spending, in addition
to increasing the fees of some services presented
by some departments.

Informed sources said the finance ministry asked
the state departments to present their views on
increasing fees, starting with fees that can be

increased through decisions that do not need laws
and legislations. They said the Cabinet asked all
departments to coordinate with the finance min-
istry to execute requests of reducing spending,
while the finance ministry will inform the govern-
ment about agencies that are complying, Al-Qabas
Arabic daily reported yesterday, quoting the
sources.

Meanwhile, the sources who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity did not exclude the possibility
of failures in austerity measures due to the difficul-
ty in implementing some procedures to reduce
spending, especially since ministries and govern-
ment agencies are committed to contracts with pri-
vate sector companies to implement many services
including security, office staff, cleaning, hospitality
and others, which may expose some departments
to large fines in case signed contracts are violated,
adding that it is possible to reduce expenses
according to the tenders law by 25 percent only.

KUWAIT: An archive picture taken on August 31, 2021 shows a view of high-rise buildings in Kuwait City. 
—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

IRBIL: Irbil Governor Omid Khoshnaw (left) meets
Kuwait ’s  Consul  General  in  I rbi l  Dr  Omar Al-
Kandari. —KUNA

IRBIL: Irbil Governor Omid Khoshnaw praised yes-
terday Kuwait’s support for refugees in Iraqi
Kurdistan region. In a press statement after meeting
with Kuwait’s Consul General in Irbil Dr Omar Al-
Kandari, the governor said that Kuwait was always
the first to support and aid the needy in the region. 

Khoshnaw also praised the humanitarian acts of
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and his continuous sup-
port towards the region over the years especially
during the times of need. 

The Kuwaiti Consul said meanwhile that Kuwait’s
support comes as per the instructions of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah towards their brothers in Iraq.
Kuwait’s aid for Iraq will continue and will be variated to
include all people in many different fields. —KUNA
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