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Kuwait’s Amir receives Prime Minister 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. Meanwhile, His Highness the 
Prime Minister met at Bayan Palace yesterday with the new Qatari Ambassador to Kuwait Ali bin Abdullah Al Mahmoud. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Prime Minister His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, in the 
presence of Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, received yesterday at Bayan Palace the visit-
ing US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and his 
accompanying delegation. The meeting was attend-
ed by head of the Diwan of His Highness the Prime 
Minister Abdulaziz Dekheel Al-Dekheel, Kuwait 
Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Sheikh 
Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah and Deputy Assistant for 
Foreign Minister for American Affairs Salah 
Suleiman Al-Haddad. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin. -— KUNA
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Thanks were offered to US civilian and military 

officials behind one of history’s largest airlifts 
after Afghanistan fell to the Taleban. Blinken also 
toured a makeshift home for some of the children 
who have lost their parents. Blinken vowed to 
press the Taleban to allow charter flights out of 
Afghanistan after criticism the US administration 
was not doing enough to help those still stranded. 
“We are working to do everything in our power to 
support those flights and to get them off the 
ground,” Blinken said. 

The new Taleban interim government drawn 
exclusively from loyalist ranks formally began 
work yesterday, with established hardliners in all 
key posts and no women - despite previous prom-
ises to form an inclusive administration for all 
Afghans.  

As they transition from militant force to gov-
erning power, the Taleban are already facing 
opposition to their rule, with scattered protests - 
many with women at the forefront - breaking out 
in cities across the country. A small rally in the 
capital Kabul yesterday was quickly dispersed by 
armed Taleban security, while Afghan media 
reported a protest in the northeastern city of 
Faizabad was also broken up.  

As Afghans anxiously wait to see what kind of 
Taleban rule awaits the country, spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid announced the reinstatement 
of the feared Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue 
and Prevention of Vice. The ministry had under 
the Taleban’s former rule been responsible for 
arresting and punishing people for failing to 
implement the movement’s restrictive interpreta-
tion of sharia law. 

Beijing said yesterday it welcomed the end of 
“three weeks of anarchy”, adding it “attaches 
great importance” to the announcement of an 
interim government. Foreign ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin said China hoped the Taleban 
would “pursue moderate and steady domestic and 

foreign policies, resolutely crack down on all kinds 
of terrorist forces, and get along well with all 
countries, especially neighboring countries”. 

Qatar, the central intermediary between the 
Taleban and the international community in recent 
years, also said the Taleban should be judged on 
their actions and said they had demonstrated 
“pragmatism” of late. “Let’s seize the opportuni-
ties there,” Assistant Foreign Minister Lolwah Al-
Khater told AFP in an exclusive interview, but she 
stopped short of announcing formal recognition of 
the government. “They are the de facto rulers, no 
question about that.”  

Khater, Qatar’s spokeswoman on the world 
stage as well as face of the nation’s coronavirus 
response, noted “some good gestures” from the 
new Taleban rulers of Afghanistan. Qatari recog-
nition of the Taleban would not come immediately, 
Khater said. “We don’t rush to a recognition. But 
we don’t completely disengage with the Taleban... 
we take the middle way.” 

Khater said that since returning to power, the 
Taleban had largely left Afghan health authorities, 
including female medics, free to continue their 
coronavirus response. “Afghanistan is a sovereign 
country... the people of Afghanistan should have 
their own say,” said Khater. “When we talk about 
Afghanistan being responsive to the international 
community, it does not mean that the international 
community can or should control the fate of the 
people of Afghanistan.” 

Qatar, a US ally that has emerged as a key 
player both in evacuations and diplomacy on 
Afghanistan, is host to the largest US airbase in 
the region. Asked if Qatar’s actions had con-
tributed to the Taleban’s re-emergence, Khater 
said: “Don’t kill the messenger”. “Qatar has been 
the messenger... we have been facilitating,” she 
added.  

Former president Ashraf Ghani, meanwhile, 
who fled the country on Aug 15 as the Taleban 
entered Kabul, apologized yesterday to the 
Afghan people for how his rule ended. In a state-
ment on Twitter, Ghani said he left at the urging 
of the palace security in order to avoid the risk of 
bloody street fighting, and again denied stealing 
millions from the treasury. “I apologize to the 
Afghan people that I could not make it end differ-
ently,” he said. — Agencies 
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Fuel and power shortages are one of the most 

acute symptoms of Lebanon’s economic collapse, 
paralyzing the economy and vital services like 
hospitals. The World Bank has labelled Lebanon’s 
situation the worst economic crash since the mid-
19th century. Yesterday, Lebanese Energy 

Minister Raymond Ghajar said the country needed 
“600 million cubic meters of gas to provide 450 
megawatts of electricity”. 

The gas pipeline linking Jordan and Syria was 
hit in Aug 2020 in a blast dubbed a “terrorist act” 
by Damascus. Meanwhile “it will take several 
months to repair the damaged electric lines in 
Syria,” Jordan’s Energy Minister Hala Zawati said. 
Zawati added that the infrastructure is “almost 
ready, but there are still repairs” to do. Lebanon is 
also “working with the World Bank to ensure the 
financial resources needed to pay for energy 
imports from Egypt,” Ghajar said. —  AFP 
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SAN FRANCISCO: Google yesterday ramped up 
cloud collaboration tools for businesses, expecting 
“hybrid” work routines to remain even after the 
pandemic has ended. The Internet titan competes 
with Microsoft, Zoom, Facebook and others with 
online services that employees can use to collabo-
rate remotely. Tech giants turned to their own tools 
after abandoning campuses early in the pandemic, 
which fueled a fierce remote work trend. 

“We’ve seen a radical transformation, and a lot of 
that transformation is here to stay,” Google product 
management director Dave Citron said during a 
briefing on new Workspace offerings. “But I think it 
is too early to say that the 40-hour work week in a 
cubicle is permanently dead across all industries 
and regions.” Major tech companies themselves 
have postponed workers returning to offices and 
expect the new norm to become “hybrid” routines 

that mix being on-site with working remotely. 
Google said it has created a hybrid work hand-

book for how to take advantage of tools, as well as 
software for employees to conduct efficient meet-
ings no matter where they are working from. “We’re 
really excited to bring this to our customers to give 
them some best practices as they’re working to 
redesign their offices,” Citron said. Google also 
announced enhancements to its Workspace portfo-
lio that integrate the tech giant’s apps for meetings, 
email, calendars, documents, chat and more. 

“As some people return to the office, teams need 
that ability to flexibly collaborate from anywhere, 
anytime,” said Workspace senior director of prod-
uct management Sanaz Ahari. “The innovations 
we’re bringing to customers today help bridge the 
gaps of virtual and in-person collaboration.”  

Workspace added a dedicated online venue for 
working on projects, and unveiled interactive Series 
One displays designed specifically for conferencing. 
An all-in-one desktop model of Series One was 
priced at $2,000, while a larger model designed for 
conference rooms was priced at $7,000. “Based on 
the price points, we think the vast amount of the 
customers will be companies buying it for their 
employees,” Citron said. —  AFP 
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PARIS: The last surviving assailant of the Nov 
2015 attacks on Paris appeared in court yesterday 
at the start of a historic trial over the night of horror 
that sent shockwaves through France. The suicide 
bombing and gun assaults by three teams of 
jihadists on bars, restaurants, the Bataclan concert 
hall and the national stadium - planned in Syria and 
later claimed by the Islamic State group - left 130 
people dead and around 350 physically injured. 

The biggest trial in France’s modern history is 
expected to last nine months. Only one of the 10 
attackers survived. Salah Abdeslam, a dual French-
Moroccan national, was captured in Brussels after 
discarding his suicide vest and fleeing the French 
capital in the chaotic aftermath of the bloodshed. 
After remaining silent for years during questioning 
by investigators, the 31-year-old gave evasive or 
provocative answers to basic questions at the start 
of the hearing, stating his Islamic faith when asked 
to identify himself. 

Wearing a black T-shirt and sporting a long, 
black beard and swept-back hair, he then replied 
that he was a “fighter for the Islamic State” when 
asked for his profession. During a pause in the pro-
ceedings after a co-defendant fell ill, the one-time 
petty criminal shouted angrily that the accused had 
been “treated like dogs”, but was cut short by the 
presiding judge. 

A total of 14 defendants are being tried in person 
and six others will be judged in their absence, with 
most of them facing life sentences. The trial will last 
until May 2022 with 145 days of scheduled hearings 
involving about 330 lawyers, 300 victims and testi-
mony in November from Francois Hollande, who 
was French president at the time of the attacks. 

The start of proceedings has been long-awaited 
by some witnesses and victims’ families who are 
hoping for clarity and closure, while for others it 
represents an unwelcome reopening of painful 
wounds. The attack on the Bataclan, where 90 peo-
ple mostly in their 20s and 30s were massacred as 
they watched a rock concert, represented the most 
traumatic of a string of separate attacks claimed by 
Islamic State over the course of several years. 

“I have to be here for his memory,” Cristina 
Garrido, whose 29-year-old son Juan Alberto died 
in the Bataclan, told AFP yesterday. She said she 
hoped Abdeslam would be given a full life prison 
term, but “I know, too, that the sentence the court 
hands down will not reduce my pain. I will suffer 
and I’ll miss Juan Alberto to the end of my days.” 
Arthur Denouveaux, a survivor of the Bataclan 
attack and president of Life for Paris, a victims’ 
association, said that the trial meant “we are enter-
ing the unknown”. “We’re eager for it to start, but 

we’re wondering how it’s going to go over the next 
nine months,” he told AFP. 

The files for the trial run to one million pages 
bound in 542 volumes, detailing an investigation 
that revealed links between jihadist cells in Paris and 
Brussels, and their handlers in Syria. Details of how 
the squad of killers managed to enter Europe unde-
tected, using the flow of migrants from Islamic 
State-controlled regions of Syria as cover, is likely 
to one of the areas of interest during proceedings. 

Some victims’ families are also wondering if 
there were any missed opportunities by security 
forces to prevent the bloodshed. As well as 
Abdeslam, the other 13 accused were present in 
court on charges ranging from providing logistical 
support to planning the attacks, as well as supplying 
weapons. They include Osama Krayem, a Swede 
whom Belgian investigators identified as one of the 
killers of a Jordanian pilot burnt alive in a cage by 
IS in early 2015 in Syria. He is also under investiga-
tion in Sweden for war crimes. 

Of the six tried in absentia, five are presumed 
dead, mainly in air strikes in Syria. The horror was 
unleashed late on Friday, Nov 13, 2015, when the 
first attackers detonated suicide belts outside the 
Stade de France stadium where Hollande was 
watching France play a football match against 
Germany. A group of gunmen later opened fire from 
a car on half a dozen restaurants and Abdeslam’s 
brother Brahim blew himself up in a bar. The mas-
sacre culminated at the Bataclan.  — AFP 
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PARIS: This court sketch made yesterday shows 
Salah Abdeslam, the last surviving member of the 
jihadist cell of the Nov 2015 Paris attacks, during the 
first day of trial. — AFP 


