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KUWAIT: Kuwait has entered a stage where the 
COVID-19 epidemic has regressed both clinically 
and on the field, head of the Supreme Committee 
for COVID-19 Dr Khaled Al-Jarallah said yesterday. 
Stability of the health situation in Kuwait requires 
commitment to health precautions while easing 
restrictions, he noted. 

Kuwait has seen a sharp decline in daily COVID-
19 cases over the past weeks, coupled with an 
increase in vaccination rates. Minister of Health 
Sheikh Dr Basel Hmoud Al-Sabah had given a pres-
entation during the Cabinet’s weekly meeting on 
Monday on the country’s latest health situation 
through statistics showing a continued decline in 
daily infections and a rise in recoveries. 

As a result, the Cabinet expressed reassurance 
about the continuation of positive health indicators 
in the country, calling for constant cooperation 
amongst the public to maintain those positive indi-
cators. It also urged people to continue abiding by 
health precautions to prevent the spread of any new 
variants of the virus and eradicate it. 

 
Road to recovery 

The Ministry of Health announced 71 new cases 
on Monday; the lowest daily rate since April 2020, 
in addition to one death. Meanwhile, the number of 
patients receiving medical care in COVID-19 wards 
reached 137 as of Monday, including 64 in intensive 
care units, ministry spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said, adding that another 1,851 were receiv-
ing regular treatment. 

Member of  the Supreme Committee for 
COVID-19 Dr Khaled Al-Saeed said earlier this 
week that around 70 percent of targeted people 
have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 in 
Kuwait, while Pediatrician Dr Dana Al-Haqan 
revealed that over 70 percent of the 12-15 age 
group have been vaccinated. 

But health officials insist that Kuwait must 
move cautiously towards easing restrictions, 
encourage the public to continue to adhere to 
health precautions, and take measures that help 
limit the spread of the virus. For example, Dr 
Jarallah suggested yesterday that the more the 
country moves towards online transactions, the 

better that would serve efforts to tackle the 
spread of the virus. 

 
‘Sahel’ app 

In this regard, the government had tasked state 
officials to set a mechanism regarding the activa-

tion of services online through the ‘Sahel’ smart-
phone application and explain digital transforma-
tion within a specific timetable. During its weekly 
meeting on Monday, the Cabinet reviewed the gist 

of the gathering held by Sheikh Sabah Khaled last 
Thursday at Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural 
Center, in the presence of the ministers and senior 
officials at state departments. During that gather-
ing, the Premier reviewed efforts made by the gov-
ernment during the coronavirus pandemic, in addi-
tion to the plans and programs as well as major 
development and entertainment projects that are 
currently carried out. 

In implementing the gist of the Premier’s speech, 
the Cabinet decided to assign the ministers to fol-
low up with the officials at the affiliated entities to 
set an executive action plan in line with a specific 
timetable. In addition, the Cabinet also asked the 
officials to cooperate to implement all government 
development projects and program axes. 

And while the Cabinet discussed recommenda-
tions made by the ministerial coronavirus emer-
gency committee and allowed 30 percent of the 
vaccinated fans to attend matches and sports activ-
ities in the 2021-2022 season, it stressed the neces-
sity of sticking to the implemented health precau-
tions during matches and training. 

KUWAIT: In this July 18, 2021 file photo, a health worker instructs people to proceed to take their 
COVID-19 vaccine doses at the Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Over 70% of  
12-15 age group 

vaccinated

Cabinet calls for 
boosting cooperation 
with private sector 

 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet called for boost-
ing cooperation with the private sector and 
removing all obstacles facing developmental and 
economic projects, and further demanded taking 
immediate measures against any corruption suspi-
cion or misuse of public funds. This came during 
the Cabinet’s weekly meeting led by His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah at Seif Palace. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet called for providing the 
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers with 
the number of international and local indicators 
parting to each entity, its views, and ways to 
improve the state’s indicators according to a specif-
ic timetable. It decided setting a mechanism linked 
to a timetable to address all observations and viola-
tions made by the supervisory authorities, and to 
inform the General Secretariat about the results and 
ways of taking necessary measures to avoid the 
observations and violations in the future. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet discussed the National 
Assembly affairs and was informed about Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem’s letter on interpellation sub-
mitted by MP Fayez Ghannam against Minister of 

State for Municipality Affairs. The Cabinet affirmed 
that the interpellation is a constitutional right to any 
MP and expressed its confidence in the minister. It 
lauded efforts of athletes Ahmad Al-Mutairi and 
Faisal Soror who won the silver and bronze medals 
in the 100-m race and the shot-put contests 
respectively in the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games. 

The Cabinet also focused on the political affairs 
in light of the latest developments on the political 
arena at both Arab and international levels. It 
expressed Kuwait’s strong condemnation and 
denunciation of the continued Houthi militias’ 
attempts to target Saudi civilians and residential 
areas and threaten the Kingdom’s security with 
drones and ballistic missiles on the eastern 
province, and Najran and Jazan cities. 

It affirmed that the continuation of these hostile 
practices and escalation that target the Kingdom’s 
security and the region’s stability is a flagrant viola-
tion of the principles of the international humanitar-
ian law. The Cabinet went to say that such practice 
requires a rapid and decisive move from the inter-
national community so as to deter these threats and 
hold the perpetrators accountable. Finally, the 
Cabinet emphasized Kuwait’s full support to the 
Kingdom in all measures it takes to maintain its sov-
ereignty, security and stability. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the 
Cabinet’s meeting. —KUNA

Education  
ministry achieves 
near full digital 
transformation 

 
KUWAIT: The coronavirus health crisis led 
some state departments to move gradually 
to digital dealings with the public, including 
the Ministry of Education, which opted for 
online learning using Microsoft Teams. 
People’s transactions are now processed 
electronically for most administrative and 
educational services. 

An educational source quoted in an Al-
Rai newspaper report published yesterday 
said the volume of paper transactions at the 
ministry is small and mostly concentrated 
around salary certificates and residency 
renewal of non-Kuwaiti teachers, although 
appointments for these transactions is done 
online. He said the ministry has applied the 
digital transformation for most of its servic-
es and will soon cease paper transactions. 

While the source said that a total digital 
transformation may lead to the cancellation 
of correspondence contracts and office 
boys appointed by companies may be let go, 
he pointed to the positives of the transfor-
mation, be it in the short or long term. The 
result is the quick processing of transactions 
and preventing them from getting lost. 

Head of the online education project, for-
mer facilities undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-
Rushaid, said office boys’ services may be 
cancelled if the digital transformation is 
applied to all services presented by the 
education ministry, if their job is limited to 
moving and distributing correspondence. 

He said the ministry has gone a long way 
in digital transformation during the coron-
avirus crisis and launched tens of electronic 
services in both the educational and admin-
istrative aspects. He said the number of 
employees at the ministry is very large, so 
the digital transformation will have a posi-
tive effect in the short and long run. 

Crimes

400 caught up in major 
human trafficking case 

 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution 
ordered the arrest of several suspects who 
allegedly brought in 400 residents of vari-
ous nationalities to supposedly work at 
five “nonexistent” hotels, in what is con-
sidered the largest human trafficking case 
in the country, Al-Rai Arabic daily report-
ed yesterday. The prosecution’s order was 
made after immigration detectives learned 
about the visas used to bring in workers 
for the bogus hotels. The workers con-
fessed to paying KD 1,500 each to come 
to Kuwait. Detectives were instructed to 
intensify their investigations after discov-
ering the use of a Kuwaiti woman’s signa-
ture, although she is out of the country for 
a long time, as documents were forged 
without her knowledge. 

Meanwhile, a domestic helper killed her 
newborn baby at her employer’s house, the 
same daily reported yesterday. Her sponsor 
told police that when he entered her room, 
he was surprised at the sight of the 
“slaughtered” baby. Police responded and 
arrested the maid, who was taken to hospi-
tal for treatment and will be questioned 
after she recovers. 

 
Domestic violence 

In the meantime, a woman stabbed her 
husband following a domestic dispute, Al-
Rai reported quoting a police source. The 
man was taken to hospital as the woman 
gave herself up to police. Separately, a girl 
escaped a kidnapping attempt in 
Farwaniya, after the suspect asked for 
directions to a restaurant before grabbing 
her by the hand. The girl screamed loudly, 
which prompted the suspect to escape. 
Detectives are looking for him. The victim, 
15, was taking things to relatives in the 
neighborhood when the incident occurred, 
reported Al-Rai. 

In a separate case, detect ives are 
searching for a broker and his wife after 
they were accused by a real estate own-
er of stealing KD 10,000 in rent money. 
A pol ice source sa id a  Kuwait i  to ld 
Hawally police that he asked a man and 
his wife he knows to collect rent from 
tenants. They did the job well for a few 
months , but  disappeared last  month 
after col lect ing the abovementioned 
amount, which they did not deposit at 
the bank. 

COVID-19 regressed clinically 
and on the field: Dr Jarallah 

Health officials call for caution in road to recovery 

KUWAIT: Passengers arrived to Kuwait yesterday on direct flights from India, for the first time since the Cabinet’s decision to resume direct flights 
between the two countries. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait welcomes travelers on direct flights from India  


