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Amir, Crown Prince receive 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad yesterday at Bayan Palace. — KUNA

Defense Minister receives 
invitation to visit Turkey

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Ayse Koytak. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
received yesterday a written letter 
from his Turkish counterpart Hulusi 
Akar inviting him to visit Turkey. 
According to a press statement by 
the General Staff, the Kuwaiti minis-

ter received the invitation during his 
meeting with Turkish Ambassador to 
Kuwait Ayse Koytak. He expressed 
his appreciation for the invitation 
and for the efforts made by the 
Turkish embassy in Kuwait which 
reflects the deep ties between the 
two countries. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Finance Minister and State 
Minister for Economic Affairs Khalifa Hamada held 
talks yesterday with the South Korean Ambassador 
to Kuwait Chung Ha, as part of efforts to forge 
closer economic relations. During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed the role of South Korean com-
panies in Kuwait that are executing large projects 
in light of efforts to achieve Kuwait’s 2035 vision, 
said the Ministry of Finance in a press statement. 
Both sides praised the bilateral ties between the 
two countries in all fields, aimed to enhance coop-
eration, and discussed recent regional develop-
ments, it added. — KUNA

Kuwait, South 
Korea discuss 
economic relations

KUWAIT: Finance Minister and State Minister for Economic Affairs Khalifa 
Hamada meets South Korea’s Ambassador to Kuwait Chung Ha. —  KUNA
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 to let free a long, flowing beard. He chatted ani-

matedly with bin Attash while leafing through a pile 
of documents. Bin Attash, who allegedly helped plan 
the 9/11 attacks, wore a pink keffiyeh headdress and 
a military desert camouflage jacket, walking slowly 
with a prosthetic on one leg he lost in a firefight in 
Afghanistan in 1996. 

Al-Shibh, a member of the “Hamburg Cell” of 
hijackers, also wore desert camouflage over his 
white cotton pants, seemingly to reflect his days as 
an Al-Qaeda jihadist. Baluchi, also known as Ali 
Abdul Aziz Ali and the nephew of Mohammed, 
revealed a short, black beard under his mask and 
wore a Sindhi cap of his native Balochistan, along 
with a traditional vest over his white robe. He is 
accused of handling money transfers in the plot. 

The fifth defendant, Hawsawi, who worked 
together with Baluchi, entered in a Saudi thobe-
style white robe. He also carried a pillow which he 
placed on the hospital chair reserved for him, due to 
rectal damage his lawyers say was incurred in the 
abusive interrogations by the CIA. 

The hearing opened under a brand new judge, Air 
Force Colonel Matthew McCall, who is the eighth to 

be named to preside. McCall opened by asking each 
of the defendants if they understood the guidelines 
for the hearing. “Yes,” each answered, some in 
English and some in their own languages. He then 
launched into a discussion of COVID-19 protocols, 
after the long delay forced by the pandemic. 

Already in recent weeks several people who have 
joined hearings in other Guantanamo cases have 
tested positive, despite strict requirements for vac-
cinations and masks. Lowering his own mask to 
speak, McCall said that everyone should remain 
masked unless they were addressing the court. 
Defense attorneys said they were eager to continue 
where they stopped in Feb 2019, building a case to 
discredit the bulk of the prosecution’s evidence due 
to the torture the five endured while in CIA hands 
between 2002 and 2006. 

But the trial restart began slowly. The first day is 
focused on a procedure unique to the military 
commissions, a “voir dire” assessment of the 
judge’s own background to probe for possible 
biases. The procedure is crucial as the judge, pros-
ecutors and many of the defense attorneys are all 
part of the Defense Department legal corps. 
McCall said he had worked with others on both 
sides of the court in this case, but had no deep links 
or commitments to any. “I shut down all my social 
media,” he said, to avoid potential “friends” from 
contacting him about the case. The voir dire review 
of McCall will consume two sessions this week, and 
the other days will involve him meeting with attor-
neys privately on the case. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday handed Bahrain a commemora-
tive coin marking the 40th anniversary of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council’s (GCC) inception, acknowledging the bloc’s contribu-

tions towards regional development. The coin, made of pure 
gold, was given to Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa by 
Kuwait Central Bank Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel, with 
an iconic image of Gulf Arab leaders dating back to the GCC’s 
formation in 1981 plastered on the heads, while the tails of the 
coin is emblazoned with the bloc’s logo. The Kuwaiti central 
bank chief conveyed greetings from his country’s political 
leaders to the Bahraini King, wishing the Gulf island-nation 
continued prosperity. The six-nation bloc comprises Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain and 
Oman. —  KUNA

Kuwait gifts Bahrain 
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to mark GCC inception 
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 benefit the poor but the rich,” said skeptic Jose 

Santos Melara, who took part in a protest by several 
hundred people in the capital San Salvador last week. 
“How will a poor person invest (in bitcoin) if they 
barely have enough to eat?” 

In June, El Salvador’s parliament approved a law to 
allow the crypto money to be accepted as tender for 
all goods and services in the small Central American 
nation, along with the US dollar. The bill, an initiative of 
Bukele, was approved within 24 hours of being pre-
sented to Congress - where the president’s allies have 
held a majority since March. Experts and regulators 
have highlighted concerns about the cryptocurrency’s 
notorious volatility and the lack of any protections for 
its users. 

The government is installing more than 200 bitcoin 
teller machines, some guarded by soldiers to prevent 
possible arson by opponents. And Bukele has promised 
$30 for each citizen who adopts the currency. “These 
are decisions the administration and lawmakers have 
taken without consulting” the population, said Laura 
Andrade, director of the Public Opinion Institute of the 
Central American University, which found in a poll that 
70 percent of Salvadorans opposed the move. “We see 
that people do not perceive a positive impact to signif-
icantly transform their living conditions,” she told AFP. 

Nearly two-thirds of Salvadorans questioned for 
the poll said they had no interest in downloading the 
“Chivo” electronic wallet that will allow users to buy 
and spend bitcoin. Oscar Cabrera, an economist at the 
University of El Salvador, said the currency’s high 
volatility will have a “negative impact” on consumers, 
affecting the price of goods and services. 

The currency fell beneath $30,000 in June, less 
than half its all-time high of more than $64,000 just 
two months earlier. For its part, the Salvadoran 
Foundation for Economic and Social Development 
(FUSADE) said it was “unconstitutional” to make it 
compulsory for merchants to accept bitcoin as a form 
of payment. 

Bukele, who is popular but under fire in several 
quarters for moves to tighten his grip on power, has 
accused opponents of seeking to “sow fear” among 
Salvadorans, few of whom have access to formal bank-
ing services. Remittances account for more than a fifth 
of GDP in the dollarized economy, mainly sent in dol-
lars via agencies such as Western Union by an estimat-
ed 1.5 million expats. 

According to World Bank data, El Salvador 
received more than $5.9 billion in 2020 from nationals 
living abroad, mainly in the United States. And the 
country is relying on this money to boost a struggling 
economy that contracted 7.9 percent in 2020 due in 
large part to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Economists and international bodies such as the 
World Bank, International Monetary Fund and Inter-
American Development Bank have expressed concerns 
about El Salvador’s bitcoin adoption. The United 
States has urged El Salvador to ensure a “regulated”, 
“transparent” and “responsible” use of bitcoin. — AFP 
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 Lebanese Shiite group Hezbollah, Cyprus served 

as a base for the evacuation of almost 60,000 civil-
ians from Lebanon. Abachian said a “feeling of inse-
curity” was the main motivation for their flight 
abroad. “We are living in the unknown... My chil-
dren have no future in Lebanon,” she said. 

Once in Larnaca, she settled with her family at a 
friend’s house, waiting to rent an apartment near the 
school where the children have been enrolled. 
George Obeid, in his forties, also opted for Cyprus 
for the sake of his children’s schooling. “There is no 
hope for the school year in Lebanon,” he said, citing 

the power cuts and fuel shortages that are crippling 
school services and activities. “We were also wor-
ried about our safety,” he added, fearing a rise in 
crime due to widespread poverty and desperation. 

According to the United Nations, 78 percent of 
Lebanese now live below the poverty line - up from 
less than 30 percent before 2019. In Nicosia, the 
Franco-Cypriot school, which has a curriculum simi-
lar to that of several French-language schools in 
Lebanon, has been flooded with an estimated 250 
applications from newly-arrived Lebanese. 

Cyprus is also attracting Lebanese companies and 
investors. According to Constantinos Karageorgis, a 
senior trade and industry ministry official, a fast-track 
procedure introduced last October for establishing for-
eign companies on the island has led to seven Lebanese 
firms relocating with nearly 200 employees, accompa-
nied by their families. With this new mechanism, “the 
procedure now takes 10 to 15 days instead of two to 
three months”, said Hajal, the ambassador. — AFP 
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of the Taleban’s capacity to translate their promise of 

a more moderate rule into reality. 
“Afghan women want their country to be free. They 

want their country to be rebuilt. We are tired,” protester 
Sarah Fahim told AFP at one rally yesterday, where more 
than 70 people, mostly women, had gathered. Videos 
posted on social media of a separate rally showed more 
than a hundred people marching through the streets 
under the watchful eye of armed Taleban members. 

Scattered demonstrations have also been held in 
smaller cities in recent days, including in Herat and 
Mazar-i-Sharif, where women have demanded to be 
part of a new government. General Mobin, a Taleban 
official in charge of security in the capital, told AFP he 

had been called to the scene by Taleban guards who 
said that “women were creating a disruption”. “These 
protesters are gathered based only on the conspiracy of 
foreign intelligence,” he claimed. 

Meanwhile, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said the Taleban had reiterated a pledge to allow 
Afghans to freely depart Afghanistan. The Taleban told 
the United States that “they will let people with travel 
documents freely depart”, Blinken said at a news con-
ference in Doha, where he and Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin met their Qatari opposite numbers. US President 
Joe Biden has faced mounting pressure amid reports 
that several hundred people, including Americans, have 
been prevented for a week from flying out of an airport 
in northern Afghanistan.  Qatar, a US ally that has 
emerged as a key player both in evacuations and diplo-
macy on Afghanistan, said it was working to restore the 
Kabul airport which has been in disarray since the 
chaotic end of the 20-year US war. A reopening would 
allow both a resumption of evacuations, if the Taleban 
follow through on commitments, and the shipment of 
badly needed humanitarian assistance. — AFP 
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