
KABUL: The Taleban announced the top members 
of their government yesterday, in a move that will 
cement their power over Afghanistan and set the 
tone of their new rule just days after a chaotic US 
troop pullout. The Islamist hardliners, who swept 
into Kabul on Aug 15 following a lightning offensive 
that decimated the former Afghan army, had 
pledged a more “inclusive” brand of rule than in 
their first stint in power in 1996-2001. 

They have nonetheless made it clear that they 
will stamp out any insurgency, and yesterday they 
fired shots into the air to disperse hundreds of peo-
ple who had gathered at several rallies in Kabul in a 
sign of defiance against a movement remembered 
for their brutal and oppressive rule.  

Yesterday evening, chief spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid told a press conference that the new gov-
ernment would be an interim one, and that Taleban 
veteran Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund would 
serve as its new acting prime minister. He had 
served as deputy foreign minister under the 
Taleban’s old regime, and is on a UN blacklist. 

Mujahid also said that Taleban co-founder Abdul 
Ghani Baradar will be the deputy leader. Previously 
he served as the head of his movement’s political 
office, overseeing the signing in 2020 of the US 
withdrawal agreement. Mullah Yaqoob, the son of 

the Taleban founder and late supreme leader Mullah 
Omar, was named defense minister, while the posi-
tion of interior minister was given to Sirajuddin 
Haqqani, the leader of the feared Haqqani network 
who also doubled up as a Taleban deputy leader.  

The Taleban have promised an “inclusive” gov-
ernment that represents Afghanistan’s complex eth-
nic makeup - though women are unlikely to be 
included at the top levels. Asked why the govern-
ment did not appear to be inclusive - with no 
women on the list - Mujahid said: “The cabinet is 
not complete, it is just acting. We will try to take 
people from other parts of the country.” 

Amir Khan Muttaqi, a Taleban negotiator in 
Doha and member of the first regime’s cabinet, was 
named foreign minister. Overall, 19 ministries, three 
directorates, seven deputy ministers and an army 
chief were announced yesterday. The Taleban have 
named their government the “Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan”. 

Following their 20-year insurgency, the Taleban 
now face the colossal task of ruling Afghanistan, 
which is wracked with economic woes and security 
challenges - including from the Islamic State 
group’s local chapter. Scattered protests in recent 
days have indicated that some Afghans are skeptical  
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News in brief
Cuba starts jabs for toddlers 
 
HAVANA: Cuba on Monday became the first 
country in the world to vaccinate children from 
the age of two against COVID-19. Having com-
pleted clinical trials on minors with its Abdala 
and Soberana vaccines, Cuba kicked off its 
inoculation campaign for children on Friday, 
starting with those 12 and older. On Monday, it 
started distributing jabs in the 2-11 age group in 
the central province of Cienfuegos. — AFP 

Four killed, meth seized  
 
MANILA: Four Chinese drug traffickers were 
killed yesterday and 500 kg of methampheta-
mine seized in a sting operation in the northern 
Philippines, police said, describing it as the 
biggest narcotics haul this year. The drugs, with 
an estimated street value of nearly $70 million, 
were put on small boats in international waters 
and smuggled into the country, Philippine 
National Police said in a statement. — AFP 

Manila back under lockdown  
 
MANILA: The Philippines reimposed yester-
day a virus lockdown in the capital Manila, a 
day after announcing the lifting of stay-at-home 
orders for more than 13 million people. But the 
government’s COVID-19 task force reversed 
course yesterday, saying current rules would be 
extended until Sept 15 - or until a trial for tar-
geted lockdowns was implemented. — AFP 

Scholarship for robotics team 
 
DOHA: Qatar has granted academic scholar-
ships to members of a girls’ robotics team from 
Afghanistan dubbed the “Afghan Dreamers”, 
the Gulf nation’s education and science founda-
tion said yesterday. Qatar has been instrumen-
tal in efforts to evacuate at-risk Afghans and 
foreigners from Kabul airport, including mem-
bers of the team who are being housed in 
Doha’s Education City campus of schools and 
universities. — AFP (See Page 5)
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Protests dispersed in Kabul • Blinken, Austin hold Afghan crisis talks in Qatar

Direct flights arrive from India

KUWAIT: Indian residents arrive at Kuwait International Airport yesterday, as direct flights resumed between 
the two countries after a yearlong suspension. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL 
BASE, Cuba: Accused Sept 11 master-
mind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and 
four others appeared in court for the 
first time in more than 18 months yes-
terday as US military prosecutors seek 
justice two decades after the world-
shaking terror attacks. Mohammed, 
with a dense, graying red beard, strode 
into the courtroom in the US naval base 

in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as the nine-
year-old trial resumed after a long halt 
for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The military tribunal courtroom was 
packed with prosecutors, interpreters, 
and five defense teams for Mohammed 
and alleged co-conspirators Ammar Al-
Baluchi, Walid bin Attash, Ramzi bin al-
Shibh and Mustafa Al-Hawsawi. In the 
public gallery, behind thick glass, were 
members of the families of the 2,976 
people that the defendants are accused 
of murdering almost exactly 20 years 
ago. The accused face possible execu-
tion if found guilty. 

But the pretrial phase now in its 
ninth year and bogged down over what 
is now the central issue - that the five 

were repeatedly tortured by the CIA 
after their capture. Without a political 
intervention - President Joe Biden had 
pledged during his campaign to close 
down the military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay - it could be more 
than a year before a full trial begins, let 
alone a verdict reached. 

The trial resumed yesterday in the 
highly secure “Camp Justice” court-
room on a hilltop in the US naval base 
at Guantanamo Bay. The defendants 
entered one by one with military 
escorts, and each sat down at a table 
with their own defense team. 
Mohammed wore a blue turban and 
matching facemask which he removed 
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SAN SALVADOR: A man wearing a protective facemask with the image of 
Salvadoran President Nayib Bukele poses for a picture at a bitcoin ATM 
yesterday. — AFP 

SAN SALVADOR: El Salvador yes-
terday became the first country in the 
world to accept bitcoin as legal ten-
der, despite widespread domestic 
skepticism and international warnings 
of risks for consumers. President 
Nayib Bukele’s government claims the 
move will give many Salvadorans 
access to bank services for the first 
time and save some $400 million in 
fees on remittances sent home from 
abroad every year. 

“Tomorrow, for the first time in his-
tory, all the eyes of the world will be 
on El Salvador. #Bitcoin did this,” 
Bukele said on Twitter Monday. He 
started the ball rolling Monday 
evening by announcing El Salvador 
had bought its first 400 bitcoins, in 
two tranches of 200, and promised 
more were coming. The 400 bitcoins 
were trading at around $21 million, 
according to the cryptocurrency 
exchange app Gemini. 

Recent opinion polls showed a 
majority of El Salvador’s 6.5 million 
people reject the idea and will contin-
ue using the US dollar, the country’s 
legal currency for the last 20 years. 
“This bitcoin is a currency that does 
not exist, a currency that will not 
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LARNACA: Just as during the 1975-1990 civil war 
that ravaged their country, hundreds of Lebanese 
families are turning to neighboring Cyprus to 
escape the miseries of everyday life back home. 
Short-haul flights from Beirut to Larnaca, barely a 

25-minute hop away, have been busy for months 
ferrying in Lebanese for whom their crisis-hit coun-
try with its dire shortages has become unlivable. 

“I’ve had to leave my country and my parents to 
try to secure a future for my children,” said Nanor 
Abachian, 30, emerging from the airport on the 
island’s south coast with her husband, their two 
children and seven heavy suitcases. They leave 
behind a bankrupt country where daily 22-hour 
power cuts have become the norm and shortages 
have hit daily necessities, from fuel and gas to medi-
cine and bread. 

Since the start of the crisis in 2019, several thou-

sand Lebanese have emigrated, many of them to 
Cyprus. There is no official data on numbers, espe-
cially as many Lebanese hold second passports. 
Lebanon’s ambassador to Cyprus, Claude El-Hajal, 
said the number of families resettled on the island 
has seen “a significant increase” especially since the 
devastating Aug 4, 2020 explosion in Beirut’s port 
that killed over 200 people. 

In the 1980s, at the height of the civil war, about 
100,000 Lebanese families fled to Cyprus, Hajal said. 
However, many returned after the conflict. During the 
2006 war between the Zionist entity and the 
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