
LONDON: FIFA on Friday opened a
disciplinary inquiry after racist abuse
was aimed at England players during
their World Cup qualifier in Hungary
as Pr ime Minister  Boris  Johnson
label led the incidents “completely
unacceptable”.

Monkey chants were directed at
Raheem Sterling and unused substitute
Jude Bellingham during Thursday’s
match at the Puskas Arena in Budapest,
which Euro 2020 runners-up England
won 4-0. Manchester City forward
Sterling scored the first goal in the
convincing victory, but the result was
overshadowed by the abuse aimed at
the visitors’ black players. Missiles
and a flare were also thrown onto the
pitch by a hostile home crowd.

World governing body FIFA issued
a statement which read: “Following
analysis of the match reports, FIFA
has opened disciplinary proceedings
concerning the incidents last night at
the game Hungary-England. Once
again, FIFA would like to state that our
position remains firm and resolute in
rejecting any form of racism and vio-
lence as well as any other form of dis-
crimination or abuse. We have a very
clear zero tolerance stance against such
abhorrent behaviors in football.”

British leader Johnson, writing on
Twitter, condemned the abuse. “I urge

@FIFAcom to take strong action against
those responsible to ensure that this kind
of disgraceful behavior is eradicated
from the game for good,” he tweeted.

But Hungarian football chiefs robust-
ly defended the “vast majority” of fans
and Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto
warned Johnson against “hypocrisy”
after the Euro 2020 final at Wembley
was marred by booing and crowd trou-
ble. It is not the first time that Hungary
has found itself under the spotlight over

fan misbehavior.
European football’s governing body

UEFA in July ordered the team to play
their next three games behind closed
doors, with one match suspended for
two years, after finding supporters guilty
of discriminatory behavior during Euro
2020. However, the ban did not come
into effect for the World Cup qualifier

against England because it is a FIFA
competition. England’s players were also
booed before kick-off in the Hungarian
capital after they took the knee as a ges-
ture against racism and discrimination.

England manager Gareth Southgate
has had to deal with previous episodes
of racist behavior towards his team —
Euro 2020 qualifiers in Montenegro and
Bulgaria were tarnished by similar inci-
dents. And Marcus Rashford, Jadon
Sancho and Bukayo Saka were the vic-

tims of online racist abuse after miss-
ing penalties in England’s Euro 2020
final defeat to Italy in July.

‘Dinosaurs’
“It sounds like there has been

some incidents and everybody knows
what we stand for as a team and that
that’s completely unacceptable,” the
England boss said after the result in
Hungary, which preserved his side’s
perfect record in the group.

“Everything is being reported...
and we have to see what happens from
there. They (the players) recognize the
world is changing. Although some people
are stuck in their way of thinking and
prejudices, they are going to be the
dinosaurs in the end because the world
is modernizing.”

But the Hungarian Footbal l
Federation defended the bulk of the

60,000 fans in Budapest at the match,
vowing to take action against those
who “entered the field, threw flares and
cups”. Szijjarto, in a video statement on
his Facebook page, said: “Everyone
could see at the Euro 2020 final how

the English fans behaved with the
Italians. You couldn’t even hear the
Italian anthem due to the English fans’
booing, not to mention the insults after
the game, so hypocrisy has no place in
either sport or politics.” — AFP
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England’s win
overshadowed

by abuse

Bale would back
Wales walk-off
over racist abuse
LONDON: Wales captain Gareth Bale would
back his players if they ever left the pitch in
protest at racist abuse as the Real Madrid for-
ward demanded serial offenders be kicked out
of international football. The behavior of fans is
in the spotlight after Hungary supporters sub-
jected England duo Raheem Sterling and Jude
Bellingham to monkey chants and other racist
taunts during Thursday’s qualifier in Budapest.

FIFA has opened disciplinary proceedings
over the incidents, with England players also
barraged with paper cups thrown from the
crowd and Borussia Dortmund midfielder
Bellingham calling for “proper punishments”. It
has been suggested that players could walk off
the field in future if the authorities fail to com-
bat racist behavior and Bale would not rule out
Wales taking that action.

“If things don’t get sorted that will happen,”
Bale said ahead of Wales’ qualifier against
Belarus in Russia today. “If we felt we weren’t
getting protection and being treated the right
way by the governing bodies, and the only way
to get the best response was to walk off, I’d be
fully for it. Football qualifiers are important, but
these matters come way and above football. We
haven’t discussed it. But we’d have that discus-
sion if it happened, and we’d all agree on it as
we’re a team that sticks together and if anyone
is being targeted, we’ll do the right thing.”
Wales have encountered racism on their travels
to Eastern Europe in the past, and Bale said
repeat offenders should be banned from inter-
national competition. — AFP

FIFA opens inquiry into racist abuse
suffered by England players in Hungary
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BUDAPEST: Hungary’s fans react throwing cups of beer at England’s forward Raheem
Sterling as he celebrates scoring the opening goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 qualification Group I football match between Hungary and England, at the Puskas
Arena in Budapest on Friday. — AFP

Johnson calls incident ‘unacceptable’; Hungary warns against ‘hypocrisy’

DOHA: Qatar has staked much on
hosting the 2022 World Cup, but the
official accommodation has now
assumed a different role from that
envisaged by the organizing commit-
tee — housing Afghan refugees.

“In our home, we don’t have facili-
ties” like air conditioning or flat-
screen TVs, says 28-year-old Ahmad
Wali Sarhadi, who arrived a few days
ago and is now one of around 600
refugees housed in the complex, most
of them journalists. The Qatari capital
Doha has become a major transit
point for refugees fleeing the Taleban
takeover of Afghanistan and who were
brought out on evacuation flights.

Although he is comfortable in the
clean, furnished ground floor space
he shares with 24-year-old Khalid
Andish, Sarhadi says he has sleep-
less nights worrying about his family
back home. High doses of antide-
pressants have taken the edge off
his emotions, and he unpacks his
experiences in a swift, constant flow
of words. Sarhadi’s new situation
would have been impossible to
imagine as recently as late August,
when he was still living in Kandahar
in southern Afghanistan, with his
wife and five children, aged between
two and 13 years.

Having worked both as a journalist
and for an American-funded aid
group, he says he was on the
Taleban’s hit list for two-and-a-half
years and sounds like a man still on
the run even safely in Qatar. “When
we heard them entering the street,
there was a two-meter wall by my

place — I jumped over to the other
side” to escape. He called his wife to
say that he was on his way to get a
taxi to go to Kabul, urging her not to
tell anyone even as “she was crying”.

“I put (on) a turban to look like a
Taleban” to avoid detection, he adds.
Later “I tried to call my family, but the
telephone was down”. Once in the
capital, he turned up at the airport at
7:00 am every day in his efforts to get
through the gates. Contacts at the
Committee to Protect Journalists and
other organizations helping Afghan
media workers ultimately passed his
name to the Qataris, who in turn got
him on a plane out.

On the Taleban’s list
Andish, who worked at a neighbor-

hood radio station in Kabul, says he
knew he “was on the hit list of the
Taleban” before he left. With no wife
or children of his own, he has had no
news of his brothers and sister since
he fled on August 15. “They are in
danger,” Andish says. “They might
target my family if they don’t find me.”

His ambition is “to serve my coun-
try, as a journalist, a social activist, a
teacher, a journalist trainer”, but he
adds that “for now I have no hope to
go back to Afghanistan”. Balancing his
smartphone on a left hand whose fin-
gers were destroyed by a Taleban
bomb more than a decade ago,
Sarhadi showed off pictures, a smiling
selfie of his little daughter glowing out
from the screen.

He and the other refugees chatted
in one of the avenues separating rows

of identical houses in the Park View
Villas complex, built to house 1,500
members of delegations, media and
guests at next year’s World Cup in
November and December.

The ultra-rich Gulf state’s aim was
to surge out of relative obscurity by
hosting one of the world’s biggest
sporting contests. As fate would have
it, Qatar has enhanced its status on
the world stage by mediating talks
and facilitating the evacuation of
around 50,000 people from
Afghanistan since the Taleban claimed
power on August 15.

Unknown destination
Sarhadi believes that “no-one but

the Qataris cares about us”. He says
that weeks ago he turned down an
offer to study for a master’s degree in

journalism in India. “There’d need to
be financial support,” he says. “India
can’t support its own population, how
could they help me?”

While others in the World Cup
complex hope they will find asylum —
in Ireland, Iraq, Rwanda, the United
States, Britain — Sarhadi has no idea
where he might end up. “I don’t know
who is going to accept me as a
refugee,” he says.

Beyond a rucksack, smartphone
and computer, the only real wealth he
was able to salvage from Kandahar is
a sheaf of identity papers and qualifi-
cations — his whole life tucked into a
plastic pouch. “Physically I’m in Doha,
Qatar, but mentally I’m in Afghanistan
with my family,” Sarhadi says. “I’m
afraid something will happen to them.
I’m like a dead person.”— AFP

DOHA: Afghan refugees Khalid Andish (right), 24, and Ahmad Wali Sarhadi, 28, sit
on a bench near their accommodation at Park View Villas, a Qatar’s 2022 FIFA
World Cup residence designated to host the event’s guests and participants, trans-
formed into a housing center for Afghan refugees, in Doha, on Thursday. — AFP

Afghan refugees in Qatar’s World
Cup complex fear for families


