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People enjoy the afternoon in Jardinís main square, Antioquia department.

A moth from
the panther

odes family is
pictured in

Jardin.

A Mesosenia mevania butterfly. A Adelpha Corcyra butterfly. A Pseudohaetera hypaesia butterfly.

With a joystick in one hand, a
Braille device under the other
and a mask over his eyes,

BlindWarriorSven efficiently disposes of
yet another opponent. “I put this mask on
because sometimes people tell me I’m not
really blind,” he says with a smile, in refer-
ence to the sore losers he has beaten on
the video game streaming site Twitch.
Sven van de Wege was only six when he
was struck by cancer. He lost his sight,
but was determined not to let his disability
get in the way of his childhood passion for
video games.

And it hasn’t: the 35-year-old
Dutchman has beaten some of the world’s
best players at tournaments around
Europe, and claimed a champion’s title for
playing the iconic “Street Fighter” series.
His hearing is his crucial weapon. Van de
Wege navigates his way around Street
Fighter V, a game with “a very detailed
sound design”, using solely its sound
effects. After years of training for several
hours a day, the volume of his opponent’s
footsteps tells him how far away they are;
the sound of each punch and blow tells
him how to react. “By those audio cues,
I’m able to know if I’m on the left, if I’m on
the right, how I need to attack,” he
explains.

Streaming with no screen 
It’s a skill he’s now monetizing via

Twitch, a website with some 30 million
users per day-most of whom log in to
watch others play video games. Putting
together a streaming studio adapted to
van de Wege’s needs required specialist
equipment as well as a fair amount of cre-
ativity from the gaming champion, who
works by day as an IT engineer. The stu-
dio, which sits within his apartment in The
Hague, includes two computers hooked

up to a Braille display. This device trans-
lates comments from the stream’s live
chat into Braille that he can read by touch,
allowing him to interact with the viewers
watching him play.

There’s no computer screen in front of
him, just a wall. “I don’t need a screen,
and it saves energy,” he points out. He
finds that “the most difficult thing is keep-
ing an eye on the chat”: the comments,
offering encouragement or wisecracks,
whizz by and can be difficult to follow
even for seeing players who are focused
on trying to crush their rivals in the game.
Van de Wege, who joined Twitch in 2017,
challenges subscribers to his channel
every Sunday in furious combat. “When I
play versus my viewers, I think eight out
of 10 matches I win,” he says. A headset
stays glued to his ears, so that he can
track his enemies’ every move via the
side effects.

Accessibility features needed 
The Street Fighter obsessive occasion-

ally dips into other games, although he
says too many titles lack the accessibility
features needed for players with disabili-

ties. Twitch has faced pressure to encour-
age diversity on the platform, particularly
since the best-paid players on the site are
overwhelmingly able-bodied white men. In
May, the site added some 350 tags to
allow members of different communities to
find each other more easily, including one
for people with disabilities.—AFP

Partially shredded
Banksy painting 
to go back on sale

Acanvas by British artist Banksy,
which was partially shredded
moments after selling at auction in

2018, will go back under the hammer next
month, Sotheby’s said on Friday. The art-
work-now called “Love is in the Bin”-will
be offered for sale by the London auction
house on October 14, with an estimated
selling price of £4-6 million ($6-8 million,
5-7 million euros). The painting, originally
entitled “Girl with Balloon”, sold for nearly
£1.1 million at the same location in
October 2018 and is now being resold by
the unnamed collector who purchased it.

The canvas unexpectedly passed
through a shredder hidden in the large
Victorian-style frame moments after bid-
ding ended, partially destroying it and
stunning the art world. The prank was
orchestrated by the elusive and irreverent
Banksy, whose identity is said to be
known to only a handful of friends. “That
surreal evening three years ago, I became
the accidental-but very privileged-owner
of ‘Love is in the Bin’,” the collector said in
a statement released by Sotheby’s. “It has
been an incredible journey to have been

part of the story of how one of the most
famous artworks in the world came to be,
but now it is time to let the painting go.”

The part-shredded canvas, which was
exhibited for a month at a museum in
Germany in 2019, depicts a small child
reaching up toward a heart-shaped red
balloon. It was originally stencilled on a
wall in east London and has been end-
lessly reproduced, becoming one of
Banksy’s best-known images. The paint-
ing will go on public display at Sotheby’s
in London for two days from Saturday,
before embarking on a global tour to Hong
Kong, Taipei and New York ahead of
returning to the British capital.

Alex Branczik, Sotheby’s contemporary
art chairman, said Banksy’s stunt at its last
sale “did not so much destroy an artwork
by shredding it, but instead created one”.
“Today this piece is considered heir to a
venerated legacy of anti-establishment
art,” he added, calling it “the ultimate
Banksy artwork and a true icon of recent
art history”. The shredding was the latest
in a long history of unpredictable moves by
the street artist, who rose to fame for his
stencilled graffiti pieces, often highly satiri-
cal, on buildings in Britain and worldwide.
His latest works have appeared recently in
several British seaside towns. Meanwhile
in March, a work honoring caregivers dur-
ing the pandemic fetched a record £14.4
million at auction, which was donated to
the National Health Service. — AFP

YouTube Music
tops 50 million
subscribers
YouTube’s music streaming service

reported Thursday of having more
than 50 million subscribers, saying it

is growing quickly as it tries to close the
gap with market-leader Spotify. YouTube
Music trails rivals Spotify, Amazon and

Apple but has been gaining ground,
according to market tracker Midia
Research. YouTube is a subsidiary of
Google. “Google’s YouTube Music has
been the standout story of the music sub-
scriber market for the last couple of years,
resonating both in many emerging mar-
kets and with younger audiences across
the globe,” Midia analyst Mark Mulligan
said in a post.

“The early signs are that YouTube
Music is becoming to Gen Z what Spotify
was to Millennials half a decade ago.”
Spotify had 32 percent of the global music
streaming market in the first quarter of this

year, while Apple Music accounted for 16
percent and Amazon had 13 percent,
according to Midia. YouTube Music
accounted for eight percent, behind

China-based Tencent with its 13 percent
share, Midia reported.

“We’re seeing impressive growth in
countries like Korea, India, Japan, Russia
and Brazil where music is a top passion,”
YouTube global head of music Lyor
Cohen said in a letter about passing the
50 million subscriber milestone. “The
unique offerings of YouTube Music and
Premium are resonating in established
and emerging music markets alike.” The
overall number of streaming music serv-
ice subscribers climbed more than 19 mil-
lion to a total of 487 million in the first
quarter of this year, according to Midia.

YouTube Music was the fastest-grow-
ing music streaming service last year, as
its ranks of subscribers grew some 60
percent, said Mulligan. “We’re in our own
lane-there’s no other place where fans
can get uninterrupted access to the
largest and most diverse catalogue of
music, artists and culture,” Cohen said in
the letter. “We’re making it easy for music
fans to go deep and find their thing.”
YouTube said in June that it paid more
than $4 billion to the music industry during
over the prior 12 months. — AFP

Some like it hot 
Jaramillo used to be a bird watcher

and also compiled an inventory of the
species he observed. Colombia boasts
the widest varieties of bird species and
orchids, according to the United
Nations’s Convention on Biological
Diversity. It was the switch from film to
digital photography that sparked
Jaramillo’s conversion to butterflies.
“Taking a good photo of birds is very dif-
ficult because you need very big, heavy
lens.” While filming birds, he also took
photos of butterflies and was amazed by
their colors and shapes.

It opened up a vast world to
Jaramillo. After beetles, butterflies and
moths are the most numerous insect on
the planet with almost 160,000
described species. “In Colombia, I think

there are about twice as many species
of butterflies as birds,” American Kim
Garwood, Jaramillo’s fellow inventory
author, told AFP. “In the Andes I have
been told there are about 10-15 percent
of the butterfly species that are unde-
scribed. We have many photos of unde-
scribed species.”

Near his farm on a road with little traf-
fic, Jaramillo, who is retired, says he is
in the perfect place to photograph but-
terflies when the sun rises and the day’s
warm air helps them stay aloft. But
Jaramillo’s work doesn’t end with sun-
set, as at nightfall, he turns his lens onto
moths. “With butterflies and moths, I
have work for this lifetime and 10 more,”
he said. — AFP

An aerial view of the town of Jardin, Antioquia department, Colombia.

Assistants pose by an artwork titled ‘Love is the Bin’ by British street artist Banksy during a photo-
call at Sothebyís auction house in central London. — AFP 

Blind streamer and Street Fighter V champion
Sven van de Wege poses in his apartment.

Blind streamer and Street Fighter V champion
Sven van de Wege hosts a live on his Twitch
channel ‘BlindWarriorSven’ in his apartment in
The Hague. — AFP photos

Blind streamer and Street Fighter V champion
Sven van de Wege hosts a live on his Twitch
channel ‘BlindWarriorSven’ in his apartment.


