
IS-inspired attacker 
shot dead after knife 
rampage in N Zealand 
WELLINGTON: An Islamic State-inspired attacker
injured six people in a New Zealand supermarket
knife rampage Friday, before being shot dead by
undercover police officers who had him under
round-the-clock surveillance. Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said she was “gutted” the man, a Sri Lankan
national, had managed to carry out his “hateful”
assault even though he was on a terror watchlist.

She said the man, who arrived in New Zealand in
2011, entered a shopping mall in suburban Auckland
and seized a knife from a display before going on a
stabbing spree. Six people were wounded, three crit-
ically, in the 60 seconds before surveillance officers
opened fire. Terrified shoppers fled for the exits and
video footage shot by bystanders showed men run-

ning toward the incident before a barrage of shots
rang out.

The attack has stirred painful memories of the
Christchurch mosques shootings in March 2019,
New Zealand’s worst terror atrocity, when a white
supremacist gunman murdered 51 Muslim worship-
pers and severely wounded another 40. “What hap-
pened today was despicable, it was hateful, it was
wrong,” Ardern said after the latest attack. “It was
carried out by an individual, not a faith, not a culture,
not an ethnicity. He alone carries the responsibility
for these acts.” Asked about the man’s motivations,
she said “it was a violent ideology and ISIS-
inspired”, using an acronym for the Islamic State
jihadist group. 

Ardern said she was limited in what she could
publicly reveal about the attacker because he had
been before the courts previously and was the sub-
ject of court suppression orders. But New Zealand
media reported the man was a 32-year-old who
prosecutors last year accused of plotting a “lone
wolf” terror attack using knives. The case failed after
a judge ruled that planning a terror attack was not in

itself an offence under existing laws. The man was
instead found guilty on lesser charges of possessing
propaganda supporting Islamic State and sentenced
to 12 months’ supervision. —AFP

EU, AstraZeneca
settle vaccine 
supply dispute
BRUSSELS: The European Union and UK-based
drugs giant AstraZeneca settled their dispute over
a shortfall in coronavirus vaccine supplies on
Friday, agreeing an extended delivery schedule.
The European Commission went to court after the
firm failed to deliver all of a promised 300 million
doses by June 2021, but AstraZeneca will now
have until the end of March next year to make up
the number.

The agreement ends the legal battle and
AstraZeneca will not face any fines or penalty pay-
ments — unless it falls short of its new target dates.
“I’m very pleased that we have been able to reach a
common understanding which allows us to move for-
ward and work in collaboration with the European
Commission to help overcome the pandemic,” said
AstraZeneca’s Ruud Dobber. Brussels was furious
when the British-Swedish pharmaceutical outfit fell
far short of its promises, undermining the early
stages of the EU’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

Officials accused AstraZeneca of prioritizing UK
vaccine deliveries over the EU order and European
Commission lawyers went to court to demand deliv-
eries or see huge daily fines imposed for any ongo-
ing shortfall. But the firm argued that its contract
with the bloc only obliged it to make “best efforts”
to meet its delivery target, and that production bot-
tlenecks in its European plants had been unavoid-

able. In an interim ruling pending the final settlement
of the case, the Brussels court imposed a new deliv-
ery schedule on AstraZeneca.

“Today’s settlement agreement guarantees the
delivery of the remaining 200 million COVID-19
vaccine doses by AstraZeneca to the EU,” European
health commissioner Stella Kyriakides said in a
statement. “While this week we reached the impor-
tant milestone of 70 percent full vaccination of the
EU’s adult population, there are significant differ-
ences in vaccination rates between our member
states, and the continued availability of vaccines,
including AstraZeneca’s, remain crucial.”

AstraZeneca manufactures vaccines designed at
Britain’s Oxford University and sells them on a non-
profit basis - its version is cheaper and easier to
store than many competitors.

But the European Union has become frustrated
by the slow pace of supply and has made another
vaccine produced by US giant Pfizer and Germany’s
BioNTech the workhorse of its buying programme.
A European Commission statement said
AstraZeneca had delivered 100 million doses in the
first half of 2021, would send 135 million more by the
end of the year and another 65 million doses by
March 2022. —AFP 

NAIROBI: South Sudan is witnessing a “new wave
of repression”, global rights group Amnesty
International warned Friday, with many activists
now in hiding after a string of arrests in the con-
flict-wracked country. The world’s newest nation
has suffered from chronic instability since inde-
pendence in 2011, with a coalition of civil society
groups urging the government to step down, saying
they have “had enough”. The authorities have taken
a tough line against such demands in recent weeks,
arresting eight activists as well as detaining three
journalists and two employees of a pro-democracy
non-profit, according to rights groups.

“We are witnessing a new wave of repression
emerging in South Sudan targeting the rights to
freedom of expression, association and peaceful
assembly,” said Deprose Muchena, Amnesty
International’s regional director for East and
Southern Africa. The clampdown followed a decla-
ration last month by the People’s Coalition for Civil
Action (PCCA) calling for a peaceful public upris-

ing. The PCCA had urged the public to join its
protest on Monday in the capital Juba but the city
fell silent as the authorities branded the demon-
stration “illegal” and deployed heavily-armed

security forces to monitor the streets for any sign
of opposition.

“Peaceful protests must be facilitated rather than
cracked down upon or prevented with arrests,

harassment, heavy security deployment or any oth-
er punitive measures,” Muchena said in a statement.

The rights group noted that many activists had
faced harassment since the aborted demonstration,
“with some suspecting they were being shriveled
by security forces”. The authorities have also shut
down a radio station and a think tank in connection
with the protests.

‘Undisguised hostility’
Media r ights  group Reporters  Without

Borders, known by its French acronym RSF, on
Friday condemned the closure of the radio sta-
tion and called for “an immediate end to the
harassment of South Sudanese reporters”. “The
undisguised hostility of the authorities towards
the media highlights how difficult it is for jour-
nalists to cover politics in South Sudan, where at
least ten have been kil led since 2014,” said
Arnaud Froger, the head of RSF’s Africa desk.
South Sudan is ranked 139th out of 180 countries

in RSF’s 2021 World Press Freedom Index.
In a statement released on Friday, the United

States, the European Union, Britain and Norway
urged the South Sudan government to protect “the
rights of citizens... to express their views in a
peaceful manner, without fear of arrest”. Since
achieving independence from Sudan in 2011, the
young nation has been in the throes of a chronic
economic and political crisis, and is struggling to
recover from the aftermath of a five-year civil war
that left nearly 400,000 people dead.

Although a 2018 ceasefire and power-sharing
deal between President Salva Kiir and his deputy
Riek Machar still largely holds, it is being sorely
tested, with little progress made in fulfilling the
terms of the peace process. The PCCA-a broad-
based coalition of activists, academics, lawyers and
former government officials-has described the cur-
rent regime as “a bankrupt political system that has
become so dangerous and has subjected our peo-
ple to immense suffering.”— AFP 
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Turkey fines WhatsApp 

ANKARA: Turkey has joined a host of other
countries in fining Facebook’s ubiquitous
WhatsApp messaging service for failing to suffi-
ciently protect user data. The 1,950,000-lira
($235,000, 200,000-euro) penality was
imposed after months of confusion over whether
WhatsApp had introduced its controversial new
data sharing rules in Turkey. WhatsApp unrolled
a policy change earlier this year that allowed it to
collect more personal data-including phone
numbers and location-for everyone who agreed
with its new terms of service. It offered users no
other option besides dropping the service out-
right. It then delayed imposing the change in
Turkey after President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
media office moved its communications to a local
equivalent to WhatsApp called BiP. Erdogan’s
government and WhatsApp have since issued
contradictory statements about whether the new
data rules had been applied in Turkey. — AFP 

Data security concerns 

JAKARTA: Indonesians expressed concerns
over the security of their personal medical data
Saturday after the president’s coronavirus vac-
cine certificate was leaked and a large test app
also appeared compromised. Indonesia has a
weak cyber security record, with poor online lit-
eracy and frequent leaks previously. Joko
Widodo’s vaccine certificate-which circulated
online, showing his censored ID number and
vaccination times-was leaked by users who
found his data on official vaccine-monitoring app
PeduliLindungi, the government said. “Certain
people have accessed the vaccine certificate of
Mr. Joko Widodo by using a vaccine check fea-
ture available in Pedulilindungi,” an official state-
ment said Friday. Jakarta-based Ageng Wibowo,
39, said the leak made him nervous and called for
tougher cyber security laws. “If a president can
have his data leaked what about me who is just a
regular person?” —AFP 

NZ’s COVID death in months

WELLINGTON: New Zealand recorded its first
COVID-related death in six months Saturday, but
health authorities said there were signs the out-
break of the highly infectious Delta variant was
coming under control. A woman in her 90s, who
had underlying health conditions and could not
receive a ventilator or intensive care support, died
in an Auckland hospital on Friday night. She is the
27th person to die with COVID-19 in New
Zealand and the first recorded since February 16
this year. Authorities said the woman was a house-
hold contact of a person who had already tested
positive for the virus in Auckland, New Zealand’s
largest city with a population of around 1.7 million.
New Zealand has been battling a coronavirus out-
break since the first locally transmitted case in six
months was detected in mid-August, thrusting the
country of five million into lockdown. Since then,
782 cases have been recorded, primarily in
Auckland, which remains at its highest level of
restrictions while the rest of the country has eased
back restrictions. — AFP

23 Myanmar troops killed 

YANGON: Myanmar ethnic rebels have killed at
least 23 government soldiers in days of fighting near
the Chinese border, a spokesman for the group said
Friday, in the latest clashes likely to worry powerful
neighbor Beijing. The country has been in turmoil
since a military coup in February, which sparked
huge pro-democracy protests, a bloody crackdown
and renewed fighting in ethnic border areas. Clashes
broke out in Mongko, Shan state, on August 28
when troops tried to seize a base from the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), the
group’s spokesman and local media reports said.
“They came to take our base. They were hurt a lot
as we were waiting at the top of the mountain and
they were at the bottom. We shot them as they were
coming,” an MNDAA spokesman told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity. — AFP 

PARIS: People hold placards including one reading ‘Media are the virus’ and wave French national flags as they march
during a demonstration to protest against the mandatory COVID-19 health pass to access most of the public space
yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The conservative
shift of the US Supreme Court under
Donald Trump has been on full display
this week with a decision seen as a
severe setback to abortion rights. How
the highest US court will rule on other
sensitive issues and how Democrats
will respond are burning questions in
Washington right now.

The Texas abortion ruling
Citing only procedural arguments,

the court, by a 5-4 majority, declined
on Thursday to block a Texas law that
effectively bans most abortions in the
state. Steven Schwinn, a law professor
at the University of Illinois Chicago,
said the ruling “represents a sharp
right turn on the court.”

Even if the court did not address
the merits of the Texas law, the deci-
sion creates an “end-run” around Roe
v Wade, the landmark 1973 Supreme
Court case that enshrined a woman’s
right to an abortion. Such a ruling
would not have been possible a year
ago, Schwinn noted, when liberal femi-
nist icon Ruth Bader Ginsburg was still
on the bench. Ginsburg’s death in
September 2020 gave Trump the

opportunity to nominate his third jus-
tice to the court, cementing a 6-3 con-
servative majority.

Asserting their independence, the
justices did reject Trump’s appeals to
the court to overturn the results of the
November 2020 presidential election.
But the Texas decision revealed their
true conservative colors. “The curtain
has sort of been pulled,” said Tracy
Thomas, director of the Center for
Constitutional Law at the University of
Akron in Ohio. “Their decision-making
is influenced by politics and their envi-
ronments in their jurisprudence and
their belief systems,” Thomas added.

What to expect in the future? 
The Supreme Court is scheduled to

consider a Mississippi law later this
year that would ban an abortion after
15 weeks of pregnancy. “I expect that
the court will sharply curtail the right
to abortion under Roe v. Wade, or
entirely overrule Roe v. Wade,”
Schwinn said. The court is also sched-
uled to hear arguments in a New York
case that could restrict the ability of
city or state authorities to impose gun
control laws.

“Besides First Amendment and reli-
gious liberty and abortion rights, we’re
also seeing justices who are active and
question our entire administrative pro-
cedures,” Thomas said, adding this
could impact “business issues, regula-
tory issues, environmental issues.” “It
crosses everything. That’s a pretty
wide-reaching activism,” she said. “It’s
a conservative court... that wants to
leave a legacy in the law. It’s clear that
conservatives are more judicially active
than we have seen in decades past.”

How will Democrats respond?
There have been calls for months

on the Democratic left to increase
the number of justices on the court
in a bid to dilute the influence of
the conservative faction. President
Joe Biden initially said he was not a
“fan”  of  the idea , but  he later
named a bipartisan commission to
study the subject of reforming the
court. The commission is to submit
its report before the end of the
year. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The US Supreme Court is seen in Washington, DC. The Supreme Court
voted 5-4 not to stop a Texas law that prohibits most abortions after six weeks of
pregnancy. —AFP 

AUCKLAND: This handout image shows a general view
of a shopping mall housing a supermarket in Auckland
where an Islamic State-inspired attacker injured six
people in a supermarket knife rampage before being
shot dead by undercover police officers. —AFP 
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