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Kuwait’s Hashash
appointed to
senior WSA post
VIENNA: World Summit
Awards (WSA), the inter-
national award system for
purpose driven digital
content, yesterday
appointed Kuwaiti engi-
neer Manar Al-Hashash
as WSA Secretary
General of the Arab
Digital Content Award. In
a statement, quoted by
Austria news agency
(APA), WSA Board of
Directors Chairman,
Professor Peter Bruck,
affirmed that the decision was based on Hashash’s
experience and dedication to enriching digital con-
tent over the 16 years of her work with the
International Award for Digital Content and her con-
tinuous support for the development of high-quality
interactive digital content in the Arab world. WSA is
the initiative of the Austrian government to the
United Nations World Summit on Information
Society (UN WSIS). Since 2003, WSA succeeds as a
global venture to select and promotes best digital
content through its network of over 240 experts
based in 187 UN member states.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: An image featured by NASA and taken by Astrolab initiative team member Abdullah Al-Harbi of
Kuwait. —KUNA photos An image featured by NASA and taken by Astrolab initiative team member Mohammad Al-Obaidi of Kuwait.

Members of Astrolab’s ‘Asteroid Hunters’ team.

A group photo of students participating in the program.

Manar Al-Hashash

KUWAIT: Astronomy has always been one of the
most vital sciences because of its great importance to
human life. Since the dawn of time, humans looked at
the sky in an attempt to understand this universe by
studying its movements. Meanwhile, Kuwait has estab-
lished scientific centers based on this notion.

The Astrolab initiative, launched by Advancement
of Sciences Publishing and Distribution (ASPD), is one
of the centers under the umbrella of Kuwait
Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS), and aims to spread
scientific awareness and
knowledge by enriching
Arabic content through
paper and digital publica-
tions, and also by organiz-
ing activities that encour-
age the public to partici-
pate in various astronomi-
cal hobbies and endeavors.

In an interview yester-
day, CEO of ASPD Dr Layla Al-Mousawi said that
this initiative began in 2021 by collecting several
ASPD activities prior to scientific progress for publi-
cation and including them in Astrolab. The Astrolab
initiative team is a group of young people interested
in photography, astronomical observation and citizen

science, she pointed out. The scientific progress of
ASPD contributes to providing support to the team
along with its various activities and reviewing scien-
tific content for them, Mousawi mentioned. She
explained that Astrolab is divided into several teams,
one of which is for monitoring Kuwait’s sky. Another
team is tasked with documenting the initiative’s activi-
ties on social media, while one team consists of aster-
oid hunters whose job is to analyze data and astro-

nomical images.
Astrolab has different

activities to include all seg-
ments of the community,
including locally and in
Arab countries, she noted.
Amateur astronomers
Mohammad Al-Obaidi,
Abdullah Al-Harbi and
Abdulwahab Al-Khater,
who represent several
teams in the initiative, go on
trips to Al-Salmi desert to

observe the universe through telescopes, she said. The
teammates also introduce the public to the stars and
the shape of the sky from outside the city, astropho-
tography workshops from inside the city, and put
astronomical events on social media platforms, she
explained. —KUNA

Astrolab initiative, ambitious endeavor
to promote astronomy in Kuwait

Teams monitor astrological activity from inside, outside the city

Young stars in
Kuwait’s sky

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, welcomed Al-Asimah Governor Sheikh
Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at the company’s
headquarters in Shuwaikh with the presence of Zain
Kuwait’s Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-
Roudhan and the company’s executive management.
During the visit, the final steps were set for the
upcoming project where Zain will contribute to ren-
ovating and greening the Capital’s main entrance.

Last May, Zain was selected to renovate and
maintain the main entrance of the Capital, a step that
reflects the role of private sector companies in
achieving social sustainability projects in partnership
with the public sector. The Governor’s visit to Zain
HQ coincided with the project’s upcoming launch.

Commenting on the collaboration, Zain Kuwait’s
Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan said: “It
was my pleasure to welcome Al-Asimah Governor
Sheikh Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al Sabah at Zain to
put the final touches on the plan of our joint project.
We are proud that Zain was selected as a partner
for this initiative, especially that it is the national
operator and a leader of the Kuwaiti private sector”. 

Roudhan explained: “During our meeting, we
discussed the final design and details of the unique
monument that will be built by Zain at the main
entrance of the Capital, which we were very keen
that it reflects Kuwait’s rich heritage and identity.
We look forward to seeing this monument present a
beautiful image of Kuwait”.    

Roudhan added: “We strongly believe in the vital
and strategic role played by the Kuwaiti private
sector in achieving the nation’s various develop-
mental plans. This partnership is a real-world reflec-
tion of that belief, and for that, we were keen on
being the first to support the Governate’s renova-

tion vision, especially the main entrance that is per-
haps considered the first landmark of the country’s
capital. We look forward to sharing this project’s
amazing results with the Kuwaiti people”. 

Al-Asimah Governor Sheikh Talal Khalid Al
Ahmad Al Sabah stressed on the vital partnership
between the public and private sectors: “Our part-
nership with Zain on this project, which started in
May, is a great example of how the two sectors
shoulder each other to serve the nation’s goals.
Kuwait’s identity is at the core of this initiative,
since the Governate and a leading private sector
company like Zain are behind it”. 

The Governor expressed his gratitude to Zain
and all parties involved in this unique project and
wishes that it reflects a beautiful image of Kuwait
and embodies the Governate’s vision in beautifying
the Capital.

Zain’s support to this initiative comes in line
with its core objectives that aim at shouldering the
advancement of the community as a whole on all
levels, where the company reaffirms the principal
of partnership through similar efforts with the aim
of contributing to the further progress of national
goals and serve the country’s developmental
efforts.

Zain sets final steps for Capital entrance renovation project

KUWAIT: Al-Asimah Governor Sheikh Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Zain Kuwait’s Chief Executive
Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan with Zain and the Governate’s officials during the visit.

KCST students shine
in ‘Kuwait Seeds for
the Future’ program
KUWAIT: Five Kuwait College of Science and
Technology (KCST) students finished in the top
places in the “Huawei Kuwait Seeds for the
Future 2021” program for the second consecu-
tive year. Students Abdullah Aboamara, Abdullah
Al-Kandari, Aliah Al-Muwaizri, Fatemah
Abualhassan and Joud Aboutamar got the first
five places out of six for the second year in a row
in the program, which is sponsored by the
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) and supervised by Tareq Al-
Zayyat and his team of Hanan Al-Sharah, Zainab
Abulhassan and Abdelrahman Al-Sarhan. This
program aims to instill the basic concepts of
information and communication technology.
During the program, students dealt mainly with
four topics: 5G networks, AI, cloud computing and internet of things.

Tareq Al-Zayyat


