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KUWAIT: Several crimes were reported in Kuwait 
during the weekend, which followed a string of 
offences reported last week. In one of the cases 
reported on Friday, two Kuwaitis - a man and a 
woman - were found dead in an apartment in  
Shaab, according to local reports. Police who 
arrived at the scene noticed bruises on the head of 
the male citizen. Detectives have launched an inves-
tigation to find out the exact causes of the deaths, 
Al-Rai Arabic daily reported yesterday. 

Meanwhile, the body of a 32-year-old Kuwaiti 
was taken to the coroner after he was found dead in 
a vehicle, another daily reported yesterday. The 
prosecutor decided to register the case as a sus-

pected felony. The deceased was reported to have a 
criminal record, according to the Al-Anbaa Arabic 
daily report. 

Separately, Abdullah Al-Mubarak detectives 
solved the case of a newborn girl found near a trash 
dumpster. A police source said the mother - an 
unmarried woman in her 30s - was arrested. She 
said she dumped the baby hours after delivering her 
at home without the help of anyone, reported Al-
Anbaa. 

In other case, police received a call about an 
attempted murder, so policemen were dispatched to 
the scene. The Arab woman who called them said 
her son - a Kuwaiti - threatened to kill her with a 
sharp object. When police inquired about her, she 
was found wanted on a misdemeanor case. When 
she was taken to the police station, her son arrived 
with a sharp object in an attempt to enable her to 
escape, but he was subdued and arrested, Al-Anbaa 
reported yesterday. He was also found wanted for 

damaging a police patrol vehicle. Both were sent to 
concerned authorities. 

On Thursday, police arrested a man after he had 
allegedly killed his sister in Taima. The victim had 
reportedly called police to seek help, saying that 
she had been held captive inside her home for two 
months. When her brother found out, he attacked 
her with a knife before police made it to the scene, 
she was dead. A day before, a man reportedly suc-
cumbed to a gunshot wound after he quarreled with 
a policeman who stopped him for reckless driving in 
the same area. 

 
Drug dealer arrested 

In the meantime, the Interior Ministry announced 
yesterday that police arrested a citizen for bringing 
in 1.5kg of shabu (methamphetamine) hidden in a 

sweets’ parcel that was imported to Kuwait. Drugs 
Control General Department officers received tips 
about the arrival of a parcel through a courier with 
sweet boxes, in which drugs were hidden. Customs 
were contacted and the shipping policy number was 
obtained, then when the shipment arrived, it was let 
out under police surveillance. 

Police tracked the shipment until it reached a 
house where the citizen came out, and he was 
placed under arrested after he received the parcel. 
The man confessed of importing the drugs with 
intend to sell, the ministry said. When his residence 
was searched, police found 20 grams of hashish, 
seven narcotic pills, and a shotgun. He was taken to 
concerned authorities for further action. 

Also yesterday, firemen put out a blaze that 
broke out in a local co-operative society. Footage 

showing shoppers being evacuated from a super-
market in Kuwait after the fire alarm went off. It 
went viral on social media yesterday. Kuwait Fire 
Force later confirmed that Shuhada firemen put out 
the fire that broke out in an air conditioning unit on 
the roof of the Roudha Co-operative Society. No 
injuries were reported as an investigation was 
opened, KFF said.

Foul play suspected in 
Shaab man, woman’s death

Police arrest man after tracking drugs shipment to his home

A screengrab showing smoke bellowing from the roof of the Roudha Co-operative Society yesterday.

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior 
Ministry yesterday shows a suspect arrested on drug 
trafficking charges.
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Minister of Information and Culture and Minister 

of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi 

yesterday congratulated Sorour. In a statement to 
KUNA, the minister praised Sorour’s achievement in 
gifting Kuwait the second medal in this great inter-
national sports gathering. He also highly valued the 
continuous support of HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to Kuwaiti athletes. — Agencies 
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Pakistan’s intelligence chief Faiz Hameed was in 

Kabul, meanwhile. Hameed was reportedly in the 
city to be briefed by his country’s ambassador but 
is also likely to meet top Taleban officials with 
whom Islamabad has historically had very close 
relations. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
is also set to convene a high-level meeting on 
Afghanistan in Geneva on Sept 13, to focus on 
humanitarian assistance for the country. 

The United Nations has already restarted 
humanitarian flights to parts of Afghanistan, while 
the country’s flag carrier Ariana Afghan Airlines 
resumed domestic trips on Friday and the United 
Arab Emirates sent a plane carrying “urgent med-
ical and food aid”. Western Union and Moneygram, 
meanwhile, said they were restarting cash transfers, 
which many Afghans rely on from relatives abroad 
to survive. 

China has already confirmed it will keep its 
embassy in Kabul open. Afghanistan’s new rulers 

have pledged to be more accommodating than dur-
ing their first stint in power, which also came after 
years of conflict - first the Soviet invasion of 1979, 
and then a bloody civil war. That regime was notori-
ous for its brutal interpretation of Islamic law, and 
its treatment of women, who were forced inside and 
denied access to school and work. 

This time around, the Taleban have made repeat-
ed declarations that they will not carry out revenge 
attacks on opponents, and women will have access 
to education and some employment. They have 
promised a more “inclusive” government that repre-
sents Afghanistan’s complex ethnic makeup - though 
women are unlikely to be included at the top levels. 

In Kabul, dozens of women protested for a sec-
ond day yesterday to demand the right to work 
and inclusion in the government. Social media 
cl ips showed Taleban f ighters and off icials 
attempting to disperse the demonstrators and 
stopping people from filming with mobile phones. 
Asked about the delay in naming the government, 
Australia-based Afghanistan expert Nishank 
Motwani told AFP it was likely a combination of 
factors. “First reason is that the Taleban them-
selves have been stunned by their military suc-
cess,” he said. “If they get Panjshir before the gov-
ernment is formed it is good for their propaganda 
value but that is not the reason.” — AFP 
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everywhere from Iraq to Africa ever since - this is 

a shock. For most, though, polls show Biden’s pivot is 
likely to be popular. 

Biden’s presidency is usually seen as a repudia-
tion of the Donald Trump administration. It’s true 
that a lot - from things like White House decorum to 
re-entering the Paris climate accord - changed the 
moment Biden walked into the Oval Office on Jan 20. 
But Biden’s abandonment of open-ended US military 
adventures-what detractors call being “the world’s 
policeman” - is Trumpian. 

When Biden announced “it’s time to end this for-
ever war,” about Afghanistan, “it could just as easily 
be Trump,” said Charles Franklin, a Marquette Law 
School professor and director of the Marquette 
opinion poll. Today “the public is not committed to a 
large international role, certainly not of the sort the 
US played in the 1950s-1990s,” Franklin told AFP. 
Regarding Afghanistan in particular, polls show 
strong backing for exiting - 77 percent, according to 
a new Washington Post-ABC News poll - even if 
Biden is taking a battering for the chaotic manner of 
the withdrawal. 

Where Biden differs sharply from isolationist 

Trump is in enthusiasm for building alliances. The 
United States may not be a swaggering global cop, 
the Biden theory goes, but it can be a friendly com-
munity leader. His administration moved quickly to 
put Washington back at the center of tortuous nego-
tiations between major powers and Iran over its 
nuclear policy, the climate accord, and traditional 
alliances like NATO. 

A June trip to Europe for G7 and NATO summits 
- Biden’s only foreign trip to date-resembled the 
diplomatic equivalent of a band getting back togeth-
er. Now, though, some of those allies might be feel-
ing nervous, analysts say. Tricia Bacon, an expert on 
counter-terrorism at American University’s law 
department, told AFP that allies feel “a fair degree of 
frustration” over the lack of coordination in the US 
departure from Afghanistan. The US “message will 
have to be very consistent to regain the lost credi-
bility,” she said. 

And Imad Harb, research director at the Arab 
Center in Washington, said European partners aren’t 
the only ones left wondering. “Arab regimes accus-
tomed to a close relationship with the United States 
should be worried about what happened in 
Afghanistan,” he wrote on the think tank’s website. 
“Biden may have finally drawn the curtain on 
American military interventionism in the wider Middle 
East,” Harb said. Calling Biden’s post-withdrawal 
speech “sobering,” Harb said the apparent “contours 
of a ‘Biden Doctrine’” will have sown “trepidation” 
across a region that for two decades has known no 
other reality than US intervention. — AFP 
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 risk of COVID hospitalization than those aged 

5-11. After examining 3,116 hospital records from 
the period before Delta, and comparing them to 164 
records during the Delta period, the percentage of 
children with severe indicators was found to not dif-
fer greatly. 

Specifically, the percent of hospitalized patients 
admitted to intensive care was 26.5 pre-Delta and 23.2 
post; the percent placed on ventilators was 6.1 pre-
Delta and 9.8 post; and the percent who died was 0.7 
pre-Delta and 1.8 post. These differences did not rise 
to the level of statistical significance. The finding 
comes with the important caveat that because the 
number of hospitalizations in the post-Delta period is 
small, more data will need to accrue for scientists to 

gain greater confidence about the conclusion. 
The study also underscored vaccine effectiveness 

against pediatric COVID hospitalization during Delta. 
Between June 20 and July 31, among 68 adolescents 
hospitalized with COVID-19 whose vaccination status 
was known, 59 were unvaccinated, five were partly 
vaccinated, and four were fully vaccinated. This meant 
the unvaccinated were 10.1 times more likely to be 
hospitalized compared to vaccinated. 

A second study by the CDC examined childhood 
COVID cases, hospitalizations, and emergency 
department visits from June to Aug 2021, and com-
pared them to the levels of community vaccination at 
the time. COVID-related pediatric (ages 0-17) emer-
gency department visits and hospitalizations were 3.4 
times higher and 3.7 times higher respectively in states 
that fell in the bottom quartile of overall vaccinated 
per capita, compared to states in the highest quartile. 

The takeaway message is that, while clinical trials 
for vaccines among those under the age of 12 and sub-
sequent authorizations are awaited, high community 
rates of vaccination squelch COVID transmission and 
protect children —AFP 
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Nasri Khouri told reporters, after the delegation 

led by interim deputy prime minister Zeina Akar met 
Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Al-Meqdad and Oil 
Minister Bassam Tomeh. 

“The parties agreed to set up a joint team to 
track technical details” of the plan, added Khouri, 
who is secretary-general of the Lebanese-Syrian 
Higher Council. Lebanon’s energy minister, 
Raymond Ghajar, said a meeting would be held next 
week in Jordan with representatives from Beirut, 
Amman, Damascus and Cairo to discuss technical 
and financial issues and to decide on a work plan 
and timetable. Work will be needed to get Syria’s 
war-ravaged infrastructure up to the task of moving 
the energy. Meanwhile Lebanon’s presidency has 
previously spoken of US-led talks with the World 
Bank to finance its imports. 

Lebanon has maintained diplomatic ties with 
Syria but it adopted a policy of dissociation from 
the conflict since it started in 2011, putting a damp-
ener on official dealings. Lebanese security officials 
and politicians have made several visits to Syria in 
recent years, but almost exclusively in a personal 
capacity or on behalf of political parties that sup-
port President Bashar Al-Assad’s government. 

They include representatives of the powerful 
Iran-backed Hezbollah movement, which has been 
battling alongside Assad’s forces in Syria since the 
early stages of the war. The visit comes after the 
Lebanese presidency last month said that 

Washington has agreed to help Lebanon secure 
electricity and natural gas from Jordan and Egypt 
through Syrian territory. 

This implies that the US is willing to waive 
Western sanctions which prohibit any official trans-
actions with the Syrian government and which have 
hampered previous attempts by Lebanon to source 
gas from Egypt. That announcement followed 
Hezbollah’s statement that Iran would begin sending 
fuel to Lebanon, with shipping website Tanker 
Trackers saying Friday that the first two ships had 
set off. 

Lebanon, a country of more than six million peo-
ple, is grappling with an economic crisis branded by 
the World Bank as one of the planet’s worst in mod-
ern times. The central bank is struggling to afford 
basic imports, including fuel, which has caused 
shortages and prolonged power cuts that now last 
as long as 22 hours per day. — AFP 

Syria to help  
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DAMASCUS: Syrian cabinet members (right) meet with 
an official Lebanese delegation yesterday. —AFP 


