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News in brief

Taleban yet to name govt  
as Panjshir fighting rages

Top US officials to meet allies on Afghan crisis trip, Austin to visit Kuwait
KABUL: Fresh fighting was reported yesterday 
between the Taleban and resistance forces in 
Afghanistan’s Panjshir Valley, as the hardline 
Islamists finalize a new government that will set the 
tone for their rule. Facing the challenge of morphing 
from insurgents to rulers, the Taleban appear deter-
mined to snuff out the Panjshir resistance before 
announcing who will lead the country in the after-
math of Monday’s US troop withdrawal, which was 
supposed to end two decades of war. 

But Panjshir, which held out for nearly a decade 
against the Soviet Union’s occupation and also the 
Taleban’s first rule from 1996-2001, is stubbornly 
holding out. Fighters from the so-called National 
Resistance Front (NRF) - made up of anti-Taleban 
militia and former Afghan security forces - are 
understood to have stockpiled a significant armory 
in the valley, around 80 km north of Kabul and 
guarded by a narrow gorge. 

Celebratory gunfire rang out in the capital Kabul 
overnight as rumors spread the valley had fallen, but 
the Taleban made no official claim yesterday and a 
resident told AFP by phone that the reports were 
false. The Emergency Hospital in Kabul said two 
people were killed and 20 wounded by the salvos, 
as the Taleban tweeted a stern admonishment and 
warned its fighters to stop. 

“Avoid firing in the air and thank God instead,” 
said chief spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid, tipped to 
become the new regime’s information minister. “The 
weapons and bullets given to you are public prop-
erty. No one has the right to waste them. The bullets 
can also harm civilians, don’t shoot in vain.” 

In Panjshir, former vice-president Amrullah Saleh, 
holed out alongside Ahmad Massoud - the son of 
legendary anti-Taleban commander Ahmad Shah 
Massoud - admitted the perilous position of the 
NRF. “The situation is difficult, we have been under 
invasion,” Saleh said in a video message. Usually 
known for his sharp Western suits, Saleh was filmed 
wearing a traditional shalwar kameez tunic and a 
flat woolen pakol cap favored by Panjshiris. “The 
resistance is continuing and will continue,” he 
added. Taleban and resistance tweets suggested the 
key district of Paryan had changed hands several 
times in the last few days, but that also could not be 
independently verified.  

Away from the valley, the international communi-
ty was coming to terms with having to deal with the 
new Taleban regime with a flurry of diplomacy. The 
US diplomatic and defense chiefs on Friday 
announced travel next week to Qatar and other 
allies on the Afghanistan crisis as they strive to help 
more people escape Taleban rule. Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin will leave on a trip today 
that begins in Qatar and will also include Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, fellow US military allies in 
the Gulf, the Pentagon said. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken will spend 
tomorrow and Tuesday in Qatar, the largest hub for 
the evacuations of some 100,000 Afghans in the 
final days of the 20-year US military mission. He will 
then travel to Germany, to lead a virtual 20-nation 
ministerial meeting on Afghanistan alongside 
German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas. 
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Kuwait’s Sorour wins shot put  
bronze at Tokyo Paralympics

TOKYO: Kuwaiti shot-putter Faisal Sorour won a 
bronze medal in the men’s standing shot put F63 
event at the Tokyo Paralympics yesterday. Sorour 
threw a personal best of 14.13m in the event at the 
National Stadium, where nine athletes competed. 
BNK Automotive announced gifting a Volvo vehi-
cle to Sorour after he won the bronze medal.  

Aled Davies of the UK won gold with a throw 

of 15.33m. Iran’s Sajad Mohammadian claimed sil-
ver with his season-best throw of 14.88m. Sorour 
made his Paralympic debut at the Aug 24-Sept 5 
Tokyo Games, in which three Kuwait athletes are 
partaking. Ahmad Al-Mutairi won a silver medal in 
the men’s T33 100m race and Basimah Najim 
competed in the women’s seated shot put F34.  
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BNK Automotive gifts Volvo to medalist 

TOKYO: Iran’s Sajad Mohammadian (silver) Great Britain’s Aled Davies (gold) and Kuwait’s Faisal Sorour 
(bronze) pose after the Men’s Shot Put - F63 event at the Summer Paralympic Games yesterday. —AFP 

Top Iraqi Shiite cleric dies  
 
BAGHDAD: Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Said 
Al-Hakim, one of Iraq’s top Shiite clerics, died 
on Friday aged 85 in the holy city of Najaf after 
a heart attack, sources close to him said. Funeral 
ceremonies were held yesterday in Najaf and its 
twin holy city of Karbala. HH the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
extended his condolences to the Iraqi leadership 
and senior figures on Friday. — AFP 

FB labels black men ‘primates’ 
 
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook on Friday said it 
disabled its topic recommendation feature after 
it mistook black men for “primates” in a video 
on the social network. A Facebook spokesper-
son called it a “clearly unacceptable error” and 
said the recommendation software involved was 
taken offline. — AFP 

KABUL: A Taleban fighter walks in front of people sitting along a road outside a bank 
waiting to withdraw money in the Shar-e-Naw neighborhood yesterday. — AFP  

DAMASCUS: Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Al-Meqdad and his Lebanese counterpart 
Zeina Akar leave a press conference following a meeting yesterday. — AFP  

WASHINGTON: “America is back”, 
goes US President Joe Biden’s catch-
phrase, but his unapologetic exit from 
Afghanistan shows America won’t be 
back to business as usual. Beyond the 
trauma of the Kabul evacuation, Biden 
is pitching a much broader retreat: A 
halt to using vast military resources to 
impose order and US values around 
the planet. 

“This decision about Afghanistan is 
not just about Afghanistan,” Biden said 

in what many see as a historic speech 
on Tuesday. “It’s about ending an era 
of major military operations to remake 
other countries.” “Human rights will be 
at the center of our foreign policy but 
the way to do that is not through end-
less military deployments,” he said. 
“Our strategy has to change.” 

Benjamin Haddad, director of the 
Europe Center at the Atlantic Council 
and an expert on transatlantic rela-
tions, called the speech “one of the 
most eloquent repudiations of liberal 
internationalism by any US president 
in the last decades”. For those 
Americans fond of imagining their 
country to be a unique, invincible 
superpower - winner of the Cold War, 
then awesome military interventionist  

Continued on Page 2 

Biden wants to  
end US global  
policing role

WASHINGTON: US pediatric COVID hospitaliza-
tions have surged since Delta became predominant, 
but a new study that offers a first look at the relevant 

data suggests that fears the variant causes more 
severe disease are unfounded. The paper by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also found 
that between June 20 and July 31, 2021, unvaccinated 
adolescents were more than 10 times more likely to be 
hospitalized than those who were vaccinated. 

The health agency analyzed hospital records from 
across an area covering around 10 percent of the US 
population, between March 1, 2020 and Aug 14, 2021. 
This covered the period before the emergence of 
Delta, the most contagious strain to date, and after it 

became dominant, from June 20 onwards. Weekly hos-
pitalizations of children aged 0-17 were at their lowest 
between June 12 and July 3, at 0.3 per 100,000, before 
rising to 1.4 per 100,000 in the week ending Aug 14 - 
a 4.7-fold increase. 

Pediatric hospitalizations reached their all-time 
peak of 1.5 per 100,000 in the week leading up to Jan 
9, when the US experienced its winter wave that was 
driven by the Alpha variant. Consistent with prior 
research, children aged 12-17 and 0-4 are at higher 
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Delta does not  
cause more severe  
childhood COVID

DAMASCUS: Syria has agreed to 
help crisis-hit Lebanon by letting gas 
and electricity transit through its ter-
ritory, an official said yesterday dur-
ing the first high-level visit from 
Beirut to Damascus since Syria’s civil 
war erupted. Harsh fuel shortages and 

power cuts inflicted by Lebanon’s 
economic collapse have paralyzed 
businesses such as restaurants, shops 
and industry as well as vital services 
like hospitals. 

Now Beirut hopes to strike a deal 
to import gas from Egypt and elec-
tricity from Jordan using Syrian infra-
structure - with Washington’s blessing 
despite US sanctions against the 
Damascus regime. Syria is “ready” to 
help Lebanon with “transit for 
Egyptian gas and Jordanian electricity 
via Syrian territory,” senior official  
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Syria to help  
Lebanon with  
energy transit

KUWAIT: Shafeeq 
Ghabra, a Kuwaiti scholar 
and academic of 
Palestinian descent, 
passed away yesterday. 
He was a professor of 
political science at 
Kuwait University and 
founder and first presi-
dent of the American 
University of Kuwait. He 
held a doctorate in political science from the 
University of Texas. Ghabra had struggled with can-
cer for the past year and a half.
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