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NEW YORK: Stefanos Tsitsipas took another trademark long bath-
room break then credited it for advancing to the third round of the
US Open on Wednesday as a storm lashing New York forced the sus-
pension of an indoor match.

The 23-year-old Greek third seed was booed after taking more
than eight minutes between the third and fourth sets but dominated
after his extended toilet trip to flush Frenchman Adrian Mannarino
6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (4/7), 6-0 at Arthur Ashe Stadium.

“I think taking a break and going to change — I was completely
wet — I was refreshed,” Tsitsipas said when asked about the key to
sweeping the final set in 30 minutes. “I was much more able to deliver
good tennis in the fourth set. I was able to stay resilient on each and
every point.”

Tsitsipas, who matched his deepest US Open run, has been
ridiculed by Andy Murray and Alexander Zverev for extended bath-
room breaks seen as gamesmanship. French Open runner-up Tsitsi-
pas, who says he’s only following ATP rules that have no time limit on
toilet breaks, fired a career-high 27 aces, five more than his previous
best, in winning his ATP-best 50th match of the year. “I just felt very
loose on my serve,” Tsitsipas said. “My ball toss was very consistent.
That helped me find a spot and have points off my serve.”

High winds and water drenched the grounds and wind-blown rain
entered through upper corner openings under the closed roof of
Louis Armstrong Stadium to suspend a second-round match between
South African Kevin Anderson and Argentina’s Diego Schwartzman.

Remnants of deadly Hurricane Ida would shut down the covered
court after twice interrupting the match, with the National Weather
Service issuing a tornado and flash flood warnings for the area. An-
derson and Schwartzman resumed in Ashe after Tsitsipas’s victory,
with the South American winning 7-6 (7/4), 6-3, 6-4.

Walkover for Osaka
Defending champion Naomi Osaka advanced by walkover

while Russian second seed Daniil Medvedev breezed into the
third round over Germany’s Dominik Koepfer 6-4, 6-1, 6-2. Osaka
reached the third round when 20-year-old Serbian qualifier Olga
Danilovic withdrew due to illness. “I have been feeling unwell
these past few days dealing with a non-COVID related viral ill-
ness,” Danilovic posted on social media.

Osaka, seeking her fifth Grand Slam title and third US Open
crown in four years, next faces Canada’s 73rd-ranked Leylah Fer-
nandez. The 23-year-old Japanese third seed could become the
first repeat US Open winner since Serena Williams, absent with
a torn hamstring, captured her third in a row in 2014.

Sloane Stephens, the 2017 US Open winner who could meet
Osaka in the fourth round, beat 21st seed Coco Gauff 6-4, 6-2 in
an all-American showdown. “I’m really pleased with how I
played,” Stephens said.

Medvedev, a winner last month in Toronto, also beat Koepfer
on his way to the 2019 US Open final, which he lost to Rafael
Nadal. “Great level from me,” Medvedev said. “There were a few
tight moments in the match and I managed to play them well. I’m
happy to be through in less than two hours.”

Russian fifth seed Andrey Rublev beat Spain’s Pedro Martinez
7-6 (7/2), 6-7 (5/7), 6-1, 6-1. He next faces 50th-ranked Ameri-
can Frances Tiafoe, who warns, “I’m coming after him.”

Muguruza, Azarenka win
Two-time Grand Slam winners Victoria Azarenka and Garbine

Muguruza booked a third-round showdown. Spanish ninth seed
Muguruza, the 2016 French Open and 2017 Wimbledon winner,
beat Andrea Petkovic 6-4, 6-2, taking her first win in four tries
against the German.

She will next face two-time Australian Open champion and
three-time US Open runner-up Azarenka, the 18th seed from Be-
larus who defeated Italy’s Jasmine Paolini 6-3, 7-6 (7/1). “The

next round is going to be exciting for both of us,” Azarenka said.
Azarenka and Muguruza have split four career meetings. “It’s

going to be a very difficult match. She always plays great here,”
Muguruza said. 

“She’s one of the best players out there.” Romanian 12th seed
Simona Halep, a two-time major champion, beat Slovakian
Kristina Kucova 6-3, 6-1. After an injury-nagged season, it’s
Halep’s deepest US Open run since 2016. “I feel better. I’m more
confident,” Halep said. “Before the tournament, I was a little wor-
ried with injuries.” —AFP
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After Belgian washout,
Verstappen’s home
race could create heat
ZANDVOORT: Formula One hopes a return to “a proper old-
school track” in the Netherlands this weekend can wipe away
memories of last Sunday’s farcical washout in Belgium. The first
Dutch Grand Prix since 1985 is the second leg of a triple header
of three races in three weeks.

The opener was a damp squib that is still causing bickering in
Formula One. It ended in a controversial ‘race’ of two completed
laps behind a safety car in a downpour at Spa-Francorchamps.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen simply led unchallenged from
pole position until the race was red-flagged and aban-
doned and received half points for his hollow triumph. It
was enough for him to trim Lewis Hamilton’s advantage to
three points.

The Dutch driver could take the lead before his enthusiastic
fans as Formula One returns to Zandvoort, a fast circuit set in
coastal sand dunes at the beach resort near Amsterdam where the
last winner was Niki Lauda for McLaren in 1985.

The undulating track, which features banked corners and sea
views, has retained its unique, challenging and quirky character,
including the famous Tarzan corner. Even with a reduced atten-
dance it should create a carnival atmosphere.

The circuit has a capacity of 105,000 and the race was sold
out, but the attendance for a long-awaited chance to see Ver-

stappen in action on home soil will be restricted by Covid to
around 70,000 fans per day. Even so, many of the ‘orange army’
will be there in some welcome warm dry weather after being
soaked at Spa.

Verstappen will be trying to become the first Dutchman to win
his home event, while seven-time world champion Hamilton will
be bidding to become the first man to win 100 Grands Prix. “It
wasn’t a satisfying feeling to leave Belgium with just a handful of
laps behind the safety car, but it is what it is,” said frustrated Mer-
cedes team chief Toto Wolff. “We need to close that chapter and
quickly move on and focus on the next one.

“Zandvoort is an exciting track for the drivers because it’s
fast and flowing. It feels like a proper old-school track so I am
sure they are looking forward to taking on that challenge. And
as a team, we are relishing the challenge of tackling a new track
and that means fresh opportunities to find advantage. We aim
(to) hit the ground running on Friday and take the fight to our
competitors.”

‘Unacceptable result’
Despite calls, led by Hamilton, to consider giving the spectators

in Belgium a refund, Wolff stressed it was best to “move on”, but
he faced some opposition with McLaren team boss Zak Brown
calling for action.

“I think there’s a tremendous amount of learning to come out
of that weekend, in how to handle the wet, how to handle the rules
and the points, how you handle the fans,” said Brown. “I’m very
happy that the leader of our sport Stefano (Domenicali) shares
those same views that that was an unacceptable result and has
called all the team bosses together in Holland to address it, learn
from it and fix it.”

As the arguments over reimbursing the Belgian crowd rumble
on, the noisy Dutch fans are likely to give Hamilton a difficult re-
ception as he resumes his title scrap with Verstappen. Mercedes
may have a car that enjoys the track more than Red Bull in a close
contest in which McLaren and Ferrari could be a threat while, in
the background, speculation about the driver line-ups for next
year is likely to intensify.

Finn Kimi Raikkonen on Wednesday announced his plan to re-
tire this year, leaving a seat vacant at Alfa Romeo, which compa-
triot Valtteri Bottas is expected to land if he is replaced at
Mercedes by Briton George Russell of Williams. —AFP

NEW YORK: Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas hits a return to France’s Adrian Mannar-
ino during their 2021 US Open Tennis tournament men’s singles second round
match at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York, on
Wednesday. —AFP

ZANDVOORT: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (center) walks with team
members and journalists on the track in Zandvoort yesterday, three days before
the race of the 2021 Formula One Dutch Grand Prix. —AFP


