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Elton John said on Wednesday that he is
to release an album of songs recorded
during lockdown, when he made music

with stars including Stevie Wonder while
observing social distancing. The 74-year-old
British singer said in a video on Instagram that
The Lockdown Sessions album grew out of a
series of one-off collaborations with musicians
including Gorillaz, Miley Cyrus and Wonder.

“Never in a million years did I think this was
going to be a year where I put an album out,”
said the star, who spent lockdown in Los
Angeles and England. Some of the recordings
were made “under very stringent safety regu-
lations: working with another artist, but sepa-
rated by glass screens”, he said. “To have fun
during lockdown is a privilege,” he said. The
album will be released in October, said John,
who is currently on a long-running farewell
tour set to run till 2023. — AFP

Apopular Rwandan rapper known as
Jay Polly died in custody early yester-
day, officials and media reports said,

the second detained musician to die in mys-
terious circumstances in less than two years.
Polly, whose real name was Joshua
Tuyishime, was being held on drugs charges
and had just found out that he was due to
stand trial in December. The 33-year-old was
taken to Muhima hospital in the capital Kigali
at around 3:00 am (0100 GMT), its director
Pascal Nkubito told AFP. “He was in a bad
shape and unresponsive. Doctors tried to
revive him but he unfortunately died shortly
after,” he said.

“The cause of death is not something I
want to speculate about. We will know that
after the post-mortem.” The musician was
arrested at his home in April for hosting a
party in violation of COVID regulations and
was later paraded along with other suspects
in front of the media. Police said Tuyishime
and other defendants were found to be drink-
ing and in possession of marijuana and fake
negative Covid certificates. He had denied
the charges but requests for bail were reject-
ed. Parties are strictly prohibited in Rwanda
because of the coronavirus pandemic and
thousands of people have been detained for
breaking restrictions aimed at curbing the
spread of the disease. Some have been
forced to spend the night in open-air stadi-
ums and to listen to Covid-19 guidelines on
loudspeakers, while others have been held
for weeks in detention facilities.

‘Cultural icon’ 
Rwandans took to Twitter to pay tribute to

Tuyishime, with one describing him as a “cul-
tural icon who contributed so much to our
music.” In February last year, Kizito Mihigo,
whose music was banned by the regime of
President Paul Kagame, was found dead in
his cell, just days after he was caught trying
to flee the country. Police said Mihigo, a sur-
vivor of the Rwandan genocide whose gospel
songs angered Kagame’s government, had
committed suicide by hanging himself from

his cell window using bedsheets. Mihigo, who
was sentenced to 10 years in jail in 2015 for
conspiracy against the government but later
released on pardon, was captured trying to
cross the border in Rwanda’s south.

He fell foul of the ruling Rwandan Patriotic
Front in 2013 after composing songs that
questioned the government’s tight control of
the legacy of the 1994 tragedy. His music,
once popular among the ruling elite, was
swiftly banned. Two years later he was
accused of terrorism and raising support for
an opposition political movement and sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison. His lawyers said
prosecutors had little evidence to jail him. He
was released on presidential pardon in
September 2018. Mihigo and Polly are not
the first figures to die in mysterious circum-
stances while in police custody in Rwanda.
Last year, a former director-general in
Kagame’s office was found dead in a military
jail after being sentenced to 10 years for cor-
ruption.

In 2015, Kagame’s personal doctor,
Emmanuel Gasakure, was shot dead in cus-
tody by police. Kagame, who has been in
power since 1994, has been accused of rul-
ing with an iron fist, clamping down on all
forms of dissent and jailing or exiling opposi-
tion politicians. Human Rights Watch (HRW),
among other groups, has accused Kagame’s
regime of summary executions, unlawful
arrests and torture in custody. — AFP

Singer Akon’s
Senegalese city
unstarted, locals
left in dark
Ayear after singer Akon laid the first

stone of the $6 billion futuristic city he
vowed to build for his native Senegal,

the site remains grassland. The stone itself
sits at the bottom of a dirt track in a field; a
small placard advertising the megaproject
has fallen off it. Construction of “Akon City,” a
project due to feature ultramodern twisting
skyscrapers, was already meant to have
begun near the Atlantic Ocean village of
Mbodiene.

But building work is yet to start, prompting
residents who were hoping for jobs to wonder
about its future. “They laid the foundation
stone with a lot of speeches and promises,”
said Jules Thiamane, a 35-year-old local who
works in the tourism industry. “Compared to

everything that was announced, I don’t think
we have seen much yet.” Akon-a
Senegalese-American singer-songwriter best
known for his R&B hits such as “Smack
That”-launched his eponymous city in
September 2020, to great fanfare and inter-
national media attention. The city’s other-
worldly design is partly inspired by Wakanda,
he said at the time, referring to the fictional
African city of the “Black Panther” Marvel
movie and comic series.

Akon City’s planners also say it will be a
“beacon of innovation and human develop-
ment” that will boost industry in the West
African state of Senegal. A stadium, casino,
luxury high-rise apartment complexes, and
an education district that will “accommodate
the most prestigious universities in the world”

are also part of the plans.

Sleepy hamlet 
The glittering vision is a far cry from the

existing sleepy hamlet of Mbodiene, about
100 kilometers (60 miles) south of the capital,
where pigs roll in the muck and donkeys
amble along the road. Locals interviewed by
AFP said they knew little about Akon City, nor
why construction had been delayed. The cer-
emonial stone was laid on August 31 2020
and construction was scheduled to begin ear-
ly this year. A hospital, school, shopping mall,
homes, police station, waste center and solar
power plant are supposed to be completed in
2023 — and the whole city by 2030.

Speaking on an untarmacked road as
horned cattle grazed behind him, 25-year-old
student Ahmeth Deme wondered whether the
project had been cancelled. Badara
Diakhate, the deputy mayor of the local com-
mune, said he was unaware of the exact rea-
son for the delay but that “people want things
to get going.” He welcomed investment in the
village and said that delays were common,
especially given the pandemic.

Disillusioned 
At $6 billion, the planned cost of Akon City

is huge-it is not much smaller than Senegal’s
overall 2020 budget of about $7.5 billion. The
pomp and size the project elicited skepticism

in Senegal at first, where developers and
politicians often tout the merits of pet building
works. About 40 percent of Senegal’s 16 mil-
lion people live below the poverty line,
according to a World Bank metric. A lack of
clarity regarding Akon City’s funding also
raised questions. Paul Martin, from the US-
based firm KE International which won the
Akon City construction contract, said that
Kenyan entrepreneur Julius Mwale is the
lead investor. He added that he could not dis-
close information on other investors for confi-
dentiality reasons, but said more than $4 bil-
lion in funding had been raised. 

Construction of Akon City will start in
October, Martin said, after a similar Mwale-
funded city is completed in Kenya. “The first
12 months incorporated planning, approvals,
procurement and recruitment of sub-contrac-
tors,” Martin said by email, referring to Akon
City. But tourism worker Thiamane said that
he’d grown disillusioned, pointing to earlier
failed development projects in Mbodiene.
“What is shared in the village at the moment
is the beginning of disappointment,” he said.
Akon’s team, and the Senegalese state
tourism agency SAPCO, which is managing
the project on the government’s behalf, did
not respond to repeated solicitations by AFP
for comment.—AFP
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