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TUNIS: Rights group Amnesty International has called on
Tunisia to investigate the “extremely serious” return to Alge-
ria of political activist Slimane Bouhafs, who it said had
refugee status in Tunisia. Late Wednesday, an Algerian rights
group said he had been placed under a judicial committal
order. According to Amnesty and some 40 other rights
groups, the Algerian disappeared from his home in Tunis on
August 25 “in mysterious circumstances”. Citing Algerian
media, the groups said Tunisian authorities had handed the
54-year-old over to Algeria to face court.

Amnesty’s Amna Guellali said Bouhafs reappeared in Al-
giers on August 28 or 29, “several days after his forced dis-
appearance”. She told AFP it was imperative Tunisia carry
out an “impartial and thorough” investigation into “the cir-
cumstances of the kidnapping, forced disappearance and
expulsion of Slimane Bouhafs to Algeria, despite his political
refugee status”. Bouhafs was a “prisoner of conscience” who
had spent two years in prison “simply because he wrote
things on his Facebook page that the Algerian authorities

didn’t like”, she said.
She said the matter was “extremely serious” as it impacts

a person who had obtained political refugee status, demon-
strating “that he faced persecution in his country”. Bouhafs
was sentenced to jail in 2016 for “insulting Islam”. He has
also been active in the Movement for Self-determination of
Kabylie (MAK), which Algeria considers a “terrorist” organ-
ization. Algeria’s CNLD prisoners’ rights group said later
Wednesday that Bouhafs had been placed under a committal
order.

Separately, Algeria’s Human Rights League (LADDH) has
called on the UN refugee agency in Algiers to intervene in the
matter, adding that Bouhafs should benefit from “the protec-
tion of the international convention on the rights of refugees,
ratified by Tunisia and Algeria”. Tunisian rights groups said
the UN gave Bouhafs refugee status in September last year.
“The Slimane Bouhafs affair is an ominous sign for rights and
freedoms in Tunisia, given that he is a political refugee whose
rights have been completely violated,” Guellali said.—AFP 
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US student shot 
and killed at 
high school
WASHINGTON: A student was shot and killed
Wednesday at a high school in North Carolina, au-
thorities in the southern US state said. Police dis-
patched to Mount Tabor High School in
Winston-Salem found one student who had been
shot. The student was transported to a local hospital,
where he “succumbed to his injuries,” police depart-
ment chief Catrina Thompson said during a press
conference. The shooting suspect, believed to be an-
other student at the school, fled the scene. 

He was later apprehended “without incident,”
Winston-Salem police said on Twitter. After a year of
largely remote learning due to the pandemic, US stu-
dents returning to in-person school this month face a
renewed risk of mass shootings, which have plagued
the American education system for years. Wednes-
day’s shooting was already the second at a North Car-
olina high school just this week.

“For the second time this week, we have seen a
shooting in a North Carolina school,” state governor
Roy Cooper said in a statement posted to Twitter.
“We must work to ensure the safety of students and
educators, quickly apprehend the shooter and keep
guns off school grounds.” Such incidents are reported
by local media but often fail to garner national head-
lines when relatively few students are involved-it can
seem that only a massacre, such as the 2018 shooting
that saw 17 students killed in Parkland, Florida, is re-
markable enough to amass wider attention. —AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: A major tech conference has dropped plans to
move to Malaysia and will remain in Hong Kong, organizers said
yesterday, as the Southeast Asian nation faces a serious coron-
avirus outbreak. The annual RISE Conference brings together
CEOs, startups and investors and has already been held in Hong
Kong for five years. Organizers said last year they would move the
Asia-focused conference to Kuala Lumpur in 2022, as tech firms
fretted over Beijing’s accelerating crackdown on dissent in Hong
Kong. But yesterday they did a U-turn, announcing the conference
would be returning to Hong Kong for its next edition, as an in-per-
son event in March.

“We always intended to come back to Hong Kong at some stage.
RISE has grown to what it is today after five successful years in the
city,” said CEO of RISE Paddy Cosgrave. Hong Kong officials added

that the event would remain in the city until 2026. A spokesperson
for the company behind RISE said it was “no longer feasible” to
hold the conference in Malaysia. The firm did not give further de-
tails, but the country is facing its worse COVID-19 wave yet, re-
porting about 20,000 cases and hundreds of deaths a day.

Hong Kong, in contrast, has kept virus cases low through main-
taining some of the strictest quarantine rules in the world. The return
of RISE is a boost for the financial hub’s efforts to attract tech talent.
But it comes as major tech firms grow increasingly worried about
China tightening its grip over Hong Kong since the imposition last
year of a sweeping national security law. Hong Kong has long en-
joyed greater online freedoms than mainland China, where content
is frequently censored, but the law has given authorities new con-
trols including internet takedown powers. —AFP

TUNIS: Amna Guellali, Deputy Director for the MENA region of Amnesty Interna-
tional, poses for a photograph during an interview with AFP in her home in the
Tunisian capital Tunis, on September 1, 2021. —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: A vendor waits for customers at his fruits stall in Kuala Lumpur. —AFP
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