
WASHINGTON: The United States’ top court
formally refused Wednesday to block a Texas
law banning almost all abortions, less than a day
after the nation’s most restrictive reproductive
rights legislation took effect in the southern
state. The law, known as the “Texas Heartbeat
Act,” bans abortion once a fetal heartbeat can
be detected, which usually takes place at six
weeks-before many women even know they are
pregnant. It makes no exceptions for rape or in-
cest. The only exemption is if there is a danger
to the woman’s health.

While similar laws have passed in a dozen
Republican-led conservative states, all had been
stymied in the courts. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU), Planned Parenthood, the
Center for Reproductive Rights and other
groups filed an emergency request with the
Supreme Court on Monday asking it to stop the
Texas law from taking effect. But the court late
Wednesday formally refused to block the legis-
lation. The court, which was sharply divided with
four of its nine justices opposing the decision,
did not rule on the constitutionality of the law,
but cited “complex and novel procedural issues.”

Liberal Justice Sonia Sotomayor called the
court’s order “stunning,” saying her colleagues
had “opted to bury their head in the sand” over
a “flagrantly unconstitutional law engineered to
prohibit women from exercising their constitu-
tional rights.”  President Joe Biden vowed to de-

fend abortion rights after the law took effect.
“This extreme Texas law blatantly violates the
constitutional right established under Roe v
Wade and upheld as precedent for nearly half a
century,” Biden said in a reference to the land-
mark 1973 Supreme Court case that legally en-
shrined a woman’s right to an abortion.

‘Scared, confused, angry’   
Vanessa Rodriguez, senior manager for the

contact center of Planned Parenthood of Greater
Texas, said patients were “scared, confused,
angry.” “Texas politicians are taking away their
right to make the decision” about terminating a
pregnancy, Rodriguez said.

Amy Hagstrom Miller, chief executive of
Whole Woman’s Health, said a clinic in Fort
Worth, Texas, had performed abortions until
11:56 pm on Tuesday. “Our waiting room was
filled with patients,” she said.  “I woke up feeling
deep sadness. I’m numb.” The ACLU said the im-
pact of the bill will be “immediate and devastat-
ing.” “Access to almost all abortion has just been
cut off for millions of people,” the powerful civil
rights association said. According to the ACLU,
“approximately 85 to 90 percent” of the women
who obtain an abortion in Texas are at least six
weeks into pregnancy.

Anti-abortion activists, however, were jubi-
lant: “This is an historic moment in the fight to
protect women and children from abortion,” said

Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the anti-
abortion nonprofit Susan B Anthony List. The
other states that have sought to enact restric-
tions on abortion in the early stages of preg-
nancy have been barred from doing so by rulings
that cited protections granted in Roe v Wade.
That decision guaranteed the right to an abor-

tion in the US so long as the fetus is not viable
outside the womb, which is usually the case until
the 22nd to 24th week of pregnancy. Texas’ law
is different from those of other states because it
allows the public-rather than state officials such
as prosecutors or health departments to bring
private civil suits to enforce the ban. —AFP 
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NEW YORK: People gather for a reproductive rights rally at Brooklyn Borough Hall on September 01, 2021 in downtown
Brooklyn in New York City. NOW-NYC and Planned Parenthood of Greater New York Action Fund organized a rally for re-
productive rights after a Texas law that has been dubbed the “Heartbeat Bill” went into effect. -—AFP 

US Supreme Court refuses to block 
Texas law banning most abortions

‘Texas Heartbeat Act’ makes no exceptions for rape or incest

Facebook invests in 
new partnerships with 
the Argentine press
BUENOS AIRES: Social media giant Facebook will invest
$1.5 million in Argentine media to train journalists and pro-
mote online development, a first in Latin America. The
agreement signed last week with almost 150 media outlets
will allow 3,000 journalists to be trained, while also helping
Facebook develop commercial agreements. It’s part of the
“Facebook Journalism Project” that involves collaboration
with media all over the world.

The three-year Argentine investment aims “to support
almost 150 media of every size and region in the country,”
Julieta Shamma, Facebook’s head of strategic media part-
nerships in Latin America, told AFP. The agreement involves
commercial commitments with around 30 Argentine outlets
including Clarin, La Nacion, Pagina12 and Infobae to attract
more links to the Facebook platform. “We’re collaborating
with media to try different forms of helping people find
news on Facebook and connect with them,” said Shamma.
Facebook will offer training in themes such as product de-
velopment, format experimentation and using statistics,
amongst others. — AFP 

Twitch video gamers 
go offline to protest 
‘hate raids’
SAN FRANCISCO: Users of Twitch, the world’s biggest video
game streaming site, staged a virtual walkout on Wednesday to
voice outrage over barrages of racist, sexist and homophobic
abuse on the Amazon-owned platform. The extent of the protest
remained unclear, but a TwitchTracker website indicated that
there were nearly 4,000 fewer channels streaming at Twitch
than the daily average for the week. In recent months the phe-
nomenon of “hate raids”-torrents of abuse-has been making life
increasingly unpleasant for minority users of Twitch. The
protest organized using the social media hashtag #ADay-
OffTwitch was intended to get Twitch to do more to protect
streamers from attacks.

“You won’t see anything on Twitch from us today,” tweeted es-
ports organization @skelpesports. “The platform has a hate raid
problem and it needs (to be) fixed.” A Twitch spokesperson said
the platform is working to improve tools for protecting accounts
from abuses. “We support our streamers’ rights to express them-
selves and bring attention to important issues across our service,”
the spokesperson said in response to an AFP inquiry. “No one
should have to experience malicious and hateful attacks based on
who they are or what they stand for,” the spokesperson added.
Twitch plans to meet with streamers it partners with as “ambas-
sadors” next week regarding the situation. — AFP 

US aiming new lawsuit
at Google over adverts
SAN FRANCISCO: US officials are preparing a new antitrust
lawsuit against Google over its power in the online advertising
market,  Bloomberg reported Wednesday. Bloomberg cited an un-
named person familiar with the matter as saying the Justice De-
partment could file the litigation by the end of the year. The
internet titan reiterated its position on Wednesday, saying it com-
petes fairly in an online market where people have many options. 

“Our advertising technologies help websites and apps fund their
content, enable small businesses to grow, and protect users from
exploitative privacy practices and bad ad experiences,” Google
said in response to an AFP inquiry. “There is enormous competition
in advertising tools, which has made online ads more relevant, re-
duced fees, and expanded options for publishers and advertisers.”

Justice department officials last year sued Google over its
dominance in online search and ads, and similar cases have been
filed by groups of US states. US lawmakers advanced blockbuster
legislation in June aimed at curbing the power of Big Tech firms
with a sweeping reform of antitrust laws, setting the stage for a
tough floor fight in Congress. House Judiciary Committee mem-
bers approved six bills that take aim at the business practices of
Google, Apple, Amazon and Facebook. One of the bills limits the
ability of tech platforms to leverage their control across multiple
business lines, potentially opening the door to breaking up some
of the giant firms. The bills are headed to the full House of Rep-
resentatives, where a contentious debate is expected amid fierce
opposition from the tech sector and allies. — AFP 


