
PARIS: France forward Antoine Griezmann has made
a shock return to Atletico Madrid just two years after
leaving to join Barcelona, on the final day of a hectic
European transfer window. Real Madrid also bagged
a French international star as Eduardo Camavinga
arrived from Rennes — but their attempts to sign
Kylian Mbappe from Paris Saint-Germain failed.

World Cup-winning 30-year-old Griezmann, who
scored 133 goals in his first spell with Atletico, has
rejoined on a one-year loan deal with an option to
extend by another year and an obligation to buy, the
club said. “Welcome back, Griezmann!” Atletico
wrote on its website. Barcelona have been struggling
financially and had to allow six-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner Lionel Messi to leave for PSG last month.

Midfield prodigy Camavinga, who is just 18,
penned a six-year deal at Real, the club reportedly
paying a fee of 31 million euros ($36.6m) plus nine
million euros more in bonuses. It is a considerable
sum for the Angolan-born player, who was in the final
year of his contract at Rennes. Real had spent the last
week trying to clinch a dizzying deal for 22-year-old
forward Mbappe, making two bids, the last under-
stood to be worth a total of 180 million euros.

But PSG’s Qatari owners do not need to sell and

appear prepared to risk losing Mbappe for free at
the end of the campaign in order to have the World
Cup winner, Neymar and Messi together in attack for
at least one season. Real can come back in for
Mbappe again in January, when they could sign him
to a pre-contract agreement to move next summer
without having to pay a transfer fee.

It has been an extraordinary summer transfer win-
dow in Europe, with Messi departing Barcelona for
Paris and Cristiano Ronaldo on Tuesday finalizing his
sensational return to Manchester United from
Juventus. Apart from Messi, PSG have also signed
Sergio Ramos from Real Madrid and one of the
world’s top goalkeepers, Gianluigi Donnarumma, from
AC Milan.

They also strengthened their midfield with
Georginio Wijnaldum from Liverpool and signed fly-
ing Morocco right-back Achraf Hakimi, who shone
for Inter Milan last season. The latter cost some 60
million euros, with the rest all arriving as free agents.
On Tuesday, the club also announced the signing of
teenage Portugal defender Nuno Mendes from
Sporting Lisbon, on a season-long loan with an
option to buy.

Ronaldo is the latest big-money signing in the

Premier League, where the biggest deals have seen
Manchester City buy Jack Grealish from Aston Villa
for £100 million ($138m) and Romelu Lukaku return
to Chelsea from Inter for £97.5 million.

Belts tightened
In contrast, PSG apart, leading clubs on the conti-

nent have not been as willing to spend big money as
they continue to suffer from the economic impact of
the pandemic. Before adding Camavinga, Real’s only
signing of note was David Alaba on a free from
Bayern Munich.

Barcelona, mired in huge debts, could not keep
Messi and spent deadline day selling off some of their
talented youngsters. Brazilian right-back Emerson
Royal joined Tottenham Hotspur for 25 million euros
after two seasons on loan with Real Betis, while
teenager Ilaix Moriba headed to RB Leipzig for an
initial 16 million euros.

Their only new permanent signings have been free
agents, Eric Garcia and Sergio Aguero from
Manchester City and Memphis Depay from Lyon.
They also announced a deadline-day deal to take
Sevilla forward Luuk de Jong on loan.

In the Premier League, Chelsea secured the sign-

ing of Atletico midfielder Saul Niguez on a season-
long loan, while Leeds signed Wales winger Dan
James from Manchester United in a deal worth a
reported £25 million ($34.3 million). Early strugglers
Arsenal signed Japan defender Takehiro Tomiyasu
from Bologna for a fee worth a reported £19.8 mil-
lion, and offloaded defender Hector Bellerin to Real
Betis on a season-long loan.

In Italy, champions Inter replaced Lukaku and
Hakimi with cheaper alternatives in Edin Dzeko and
Netherlands right-back Denzel Dumfries. They also
signed Argentina’s Joaquin Correa from Lazio on an
initial one-year loan.

Juventus offloaded Ronaldo and signed two Italy
internationals in striker Moise Kean and midfielder
Manuel Locatelli. Both arrived on loans that will
become permanent after two years, a way for Juve to
spread out the payments to Everton and Sassuolo
respectively.

In Germany, Bayern Munich splashed a total of
67.5 million euros signing France defender Dayot
Upamecano and Austria’s Marcel Sabitzer from RB
Leipzig. Borussia Dortmund bought Dutch forward
Donyell Malen from PSV Eindhoven and, crucially,
have kept hold of Erling Haaland. — AFP

Sport
Established 1961 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021

Atletico Madrid welcome back
Griezmann as Real sign Camavinga

STRASBOURG: France’s forward Antoine Griezmann (center) takes part in a training session at the Meineau stadium in Strasbourg, eastern France, on Tuesday, on the eve of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification Group D football match
between France and Bosnia-Herzegovina. — AFP

BRASILIA: In this file photo taken on July 3, 2021,
Uruguay’s Edinson Cavani (right) gestures next to
Colombia’s Duvan Zapata during their Conmebol 2021
Copa America football tournament quarter-final match at
the Mane Garrincha Stadium in Brasilia, Brazil.— AFP

English clubs’ player
ban ‘tarnishes’ South
America qualifiers
MONTEVIDEO: South American World Cup qualify-
ing has been “tarnished” by the refusal of top English
Premier League clubs to release star players over
coronavirus quarantine rules, says Uruguay veteran
Diego Godin. Already shorn of the injured Luis Suarez,
the two-time world champions will have to make do
without their other attacking icon, Edinson Cavani of
Manchester United.

The Premier League giants, alongside the likes of
champions Manchester City, Liverpool and Chelsea
have refused to let a host of players join their national
teams because they are due to play matches in red list
countries, meaning they would have to quarantine for
10 days on their return to England.

That would force them to miss two league games as
well as a Champions League fixture. In a classic club
versus country clash, it is national teams that have lost
out, most notably Brazil who must make do without
nine players originally called up by coach Tite.

“All I will say is the truth that the competition has
been tarnished by what happened,” Godin told
reporters upon his arrival in Uruguay from his Italian
club Cagliari. “It’s not normal that national teams can-

not count on the players that the coaches want to pick.
In our case we’re without Edi and it’s not normal that
players are wondering whether or not to come
because they’re stuck in the middle.”

It is a tough blow for Uruguay in a razor tight quali-
fication race that sees eight teams from third-placed
Ecuador to rock-bottom Peru separated by just five
points. Uruguay travel to Peru today before hosting
Bolivia and Ecuador.

Brazil to field ‘reserves’
At one point it looked as though around 30 players

would be unavailable after the Spanish, Italian and
Portuguese leagues joined their English counterparts
in saying they would support clubs that prevent their
players from traveling. But those leagues relented due
to different quarantine rules that meant players based
in Spain, Italy or Portugal may not miss any club
games at all. The hardest hit country by far is Brazil
with the likes of Chelsea’s Thiago Silva, Liverpool trio
Alisson, Roberto Firmino and Fabinho, Manchester
City duo Ederson and Gabriel Jesus, and Manchester
United’s Fred all missing.

But the Selecao is also the one country with the
depth of talent to ride such a blow, and after winning
their opening six qualifying matches, Brazil sit six
points clear at the top of the single CONMEBOL table.
Most pundits think Brazil’s reserves could qualify from
the group anyway, but they won’t want to lose to arch
rivals Argentina under any circumstances.

That blockbuster on September 5 was meant to be
the main talking point from these qualifiers with Lionel

Messi and Neymar due to face each other for the first
time as Paris Saint-Germain teammates. Messi made
his PSG debut on Saturday as a substitute in the 2-0
win at Reims.

It is less than two months since he helped Argentina
end a 27-year wait for a major trophy by beating Brazil
1-0 at the Maracana in the Copa America final. This
time the sides will play in Sao Paulo in the stand-out
encounter of the three matchdays. It was world foot-
ball governing body FIFA’s decision to add the third
matchday, following several coronavirus-induced post-
ponements last year and earlier this year, that sparked
the club versus country hostilities.

Cult figure Brereton
Chile, who host Brazil today, are the other side to

miss players, with English-based pair Francisco
Sierralta of Watford and second-tier Blackburn’s Ben
Brereton prevented from traveling. English-born
Brereton, who qualified for Chile through his mother, in
particular will be missed after becoming an instant hit
while making his debut for Chile during the June-July
Copa America.

He played in all five of Chile’s tournament matches
and scored the winning goal against Bolivia. Brereton
is a bit of a cult figure in Chile as his eligibility was
allegedly noticed by fans of a football computer game,
who then launched a social media campaign to have
him selected. In other matches today, second-placed
Argentina travel to Venezuela looking to defend their
unbeaten start, while Ecuador host Paraguay and
Bolivia entertain Colombia. —  AFP


