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Wild puma
found living 
in New York
apartment
US authorities have rescued from a

New York apartment a feline that was
no house cat-she was an 80-pound

wild cougar. The 11-month-old puma-called
Sasha-was living inside a home in the
Bronx, officials said. She was rescued last
week in a joint operation by police, the
Humane Society of the United States, city
officials and Bronx Zoo personnel. The
owner “surrendered” the big cat and was
present during the removal, the groups said
in a statement Monday.

The mountain cat was taken to the
Bronx Zoo, where veterinarians examined
her over the weekend. Sasha was then
transported to Turpentine Creek animal
sanctuary in Arkansas, which cares for
neglected big cats. “This cougar is relatively
lucky that her owners recognized a wild cat
is not fit to live in an apartment or any
domestic environment,” said Kelly
Donithan, director of animal disaster
response for the Humane Society. “The
owner’s tears and nervous chirps from the
cougar as we drove her away painfully
drives home the many victims of this hor-
rendous trade and myth that wild animals
belong anywhere but the wild,” she added.

NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea said
the case was under investigation and no
further information, including about the
owner, was immediately available. Sasha
isn’t the first big cat or exotic pet to have
come to the attention of authorities in New
York. Police removed a 425-pound adult
tiger called Ming from an apartment in
Harlem in 2003 while in 2004, an eight-
year-old boy on Long Island was attacked
by his father’s pet leopard. —AFP

Last year when France moved to pro-
tect Mediterranean seagrass beds by
barring larger boats from dropping

anchor near them, Yves-Marie Loudoux
found himself adrift. Captain of the 41-
metre (135-foot) Ocean Sapphire,
Loudoux remembers suddenly being
unable to access his usual spots near
fragile beds of so-called Neptune grass off
the coast of Corsica. “We had no solution,
we were pushed to very inconvenient
moorings too far from the coast,” he
recalls. “[Instead] we had to go to Sardinia
(Italy) nearby so that people could swim.”

But today his clients-who pay some
110,000 euros ($130,000) per week to
cruise the Mediterranean in style-can
once again plunge into Corsican waters
thanks to anchorages designed specifical-
ly to protect seagrass. A total of 14 eco-
logical moorings are planned for the
Sant’Amanza bay to protect some 60
hectares of Neptune grass meadows, said
Michel Mallaroni, director of the port of
Bonifacio and head of the 2.3 million euro
($2.7 million) project. “The challenge is to
keep the southern tip of Corsica attractive
for boaters while protecting the environ-
ment,” he said.

Vital role 
Unique to the Mediterranean, Neptune

grass is one of 70 species of marine sea-
grass growing in vast underwater mead-
ows from the Arctic to the tropics. The
plants play a vital role in improving water
quality, absorbing CO2 and exuding oxy-
gen, and provide a natural nursery and
refuge for hundreds of species of fish.
Earlier this year, it was even discovered
that Neptune grass helps remove plastic
from Mediterranean waters, trapping it in

its leaves and forming balls that wash up
on shore.

But the fragile ecosystems have come
under increasing threat from human activi-
ty, with boat anchors a major culprit. An
estimated 7,500 hectares of Neptune
grass meadows have been damaged
along the French coast alone, and in 2020
the country made it illegal for boats meas-

uring longer than 24 metres (79 feet) to
drop anchor within designated zones.
“The orders by the maritime prefecture
outlawing mooring in certain zones of the
Mediterranean for the protection of nep-
tune grass were historic,” scientist and
environmentalist Charles-Francois
Boudouresque told AFP. And with so
many large yachts depending on stops
along France’s famed Cote d’Azur and in
Corsica, the decision had a significant
financial risk attached.

Ecological moorings 
The solution: ecological moorings that

“adapt to the sea floor by mimicking it”
with a rough surface that “makes it easier
for biodiversity to take hold”, said Line
Babiol of the BRL engineering firm. She
explains that the underwater components
have cavities that allow fish inside and
“don’t impact the movement of the water”.

On the surface, floating chests attached to
the concrete below allow boats of up to 60
meters to safely moor-without dropping
anchors that could tear up the seagrass
below. For captain Loudoux, the anchor-
ages are a highly-anticipated solution.

“The more moorings like this, the more
people will be drawn to the sublime
Corsican coasts again,” he said.
According to Mallaroni, some 44 percent
of leisure boats navigating off Corsica
stop in Bonifacio, with the majority of ves-

sels measuring over 24 meters. The traffic
accounted for 60 percent of the port’s rev-
enues in 2019, he said.

With additional income generated by
their wealthy passengers, boats stopping
in Bonifacio are a vital source of income
to the town’s 3,000 inhabitants. Mallaroni
says some 90 moorings are needed along
the island’s shores, citing the French
Federation of Nautical Industries.

Example for other countries 
On the mainland, a first ecological

mooring off Pampelonne beach near
Saint Tropez on France’s famed Cote
d’Azur should be available by 2022. Two
other sites are in development, including
one in the Calanques national park
between Marseille and Cassis that should
be operational by 2024. In the meantime,
the seagrass zones remain off-limits to
boaters-although the authority responsible
for enforcing rules has so far only issued
warnings. “Most of the boaters pull up
their anchors and move to authorised
zones,” says Thibault Lavernhe of the
Maritime Prefecture of the Mediterranean.

“But there have been several repeat
offenders and eventually sanctions will
have to be applied,” he says, with a maxi-
mum penalty of 150,000 euros and a year
in prison at stake. Environmentalist
Boudouresque meanwhile hopes that oth-
er countries with Neptune grass ecosys-
tems will adopt similar rules-and solutions.
“The environment has no borders,” says
Boudouresque. “Other Mediterranean
countries should get inspired by these
protective measures.”— AFP

In this file photograph a tourist takes a picture of the 41 meter-long yacht ‘Ocean Sapphire’
anchored in the port of Bonifacio in the south of the French Mediterranean island of Corsica.

In this image received by AFP from Bronx Zoo,
a puma removed from a home in New York city
is seen in the Bronx zoo in New York City, New
York. — AFP 

Workers immerse blocks in the sea for the anchorage of yachts in the Sant’ Amanza bay close to
Bonifacio in the south of the French Mediterranean island of Corsica.

In this file photo a diver swims over posidonia oceanica meadows in the Mediterranean Sea near
Cannes, southern France.— AFP photos

This picture shows the skull of a triceratops as it is brought into a gallery where
it is set to be exposed ahead of its auction sale at Drouot auction house in
October. — AFP photos

Workers bring the skull of a triceratops into a gallery where it is set to be
exposed ahead of its auction sale at Drouot auction house.

A woman walks past a gallery where a triceratops skull stands on a metal frame
as workers assemble the 200 bones of its skeleton.

AParis auction house will seek to sell
in October the world’s biggest
known example of the dinosaur

triceratops, known as “Big John”, with the
spectacular skeleton on show to the pub-
lic beforehand, organizers said Tuesday.
The triceratops is among the most distinc-
tive of dinosaurs due to the three horns
on its head-one at the nose and two on
the forehead-that give the dinosaur its
Latin name. “Big John” is the largest

known surviving example, 66 million years
old and with a skeleton some eight meters
long. It will be on display starting October
18 at the Drouot auction house in Paris,
where it will be offered by the specialist
auctioneers Giquello on October 21.

It is estimated that it will sell at 1.2 to
1.5 million euros ($1.4-$1.8 million),
though dinosaur auction sales have
proved very unpredicable in the past. The
dinosaur has an export license and there

are a dozen possible buyers, said
Alexandre Giquello of the Giquello house.
The two-meter-wide skull, some 200
bones and large horns of the animal were
being assembled Tuesday behind the
windows of a Drouot exhibition gallery in
central Paris.

A unique specimen with the skeleton
more than 60-percent complete-including
75 percent for the skull-Big John was dis-
covered in 2014 in the US state of South

Dakota by geologist Walter W. Stein Bill.
Its restoration was carried out in Trieste in
Italy. This sale comes amid continued
enthusiasm for dinosaur skeletons, with
prices often reaching records that leave
public museums and research centers
unable to outbid private buyers.

In October, a rare allosaurus skeleton,
one of the oldest dinosaurs, was auc-
tioned in Paris to an anonymous bidder
for over three million euros, twice its esti-

mate. A few weeks before, a 67-million-
year-old T-Rex skeleton was sold in New
York for $31.8 million, smashing records
for a dinosaur and far surpassing an esti-
mate of $6 to $8 million. In 2020, howev-
er, several dinosaurs offered in Paris did
not find takers after minimum prices were
not reached. — AFP

This picture shows the ribs and vertebrea of a triceratops. A worker sorts the ribs of a triceratops.


